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U.S. expects better Saudi cooperation 

WASHINGTON fR) — The United States expects 
Saudi Arabia to cooperate with the investigation into the 
bombing that tailed 19 American troops in that country 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said on Sun- 
day. She said on NBC Television’s “Meet the Press" 
programme that there was no disagreement with the 
Clinton administration regarding critical statements 
about Saudi cooperation from Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) Director Louis Freeh and Attorney Gener- 
al Janet Reno. "The FBI is in change of this investiga- 
tion,” Ms. Albright said, “The Saudis have been coop- 
erative, Mr. Freeh has asked for additional information. 
The Saudis have assured us at the highest levels that 
they will be cooperative, and we expect them to be coop- 
erative. Mr. Freeh is in charge. There is a unified posi- 
tion within the United States government, and it is very 
important to us that this be resolved. 
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Bahrain, Qatar to sign accord 

DUBAI (AP) — Bahrain and Qatar have agreed to end their 
war of words over a territorial dispute, the official United Arab 
Hmimifts (UAE) news agency reported Sunday. The agree- 
ment will be signed in Jeddah on Tuesday during a meeting of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCO mediation committee, 
the WAM news agency quoted unnamed Gulf diplomats as 
saying. Tbe committee, which is compromised of the foreign 
ministers of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and die UAE, was 
set up following a December GCC summit. The deal calls on 
the two neighbours to halt their media campaigns over the dis- 
pute and is viewed as a possible prelude to further steps 
towards solving the disagreement, diplomats said. The two 
countries have been feuding since the mid-1980s over the 
Hawar islands in the Gulf, territorial water boundaries and the 
Zubara strip of land in Qatar. Bahrain has insisted on Saudi 
mediation oral wants Qatar to withdraw its case trom the 
International Court of Justice. 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
detained in Lebanon since 
early January has been 
released and is in good 
health, the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs announced 
Sunday. 

A ministry statement car- 
ried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said the Jor- 
danian embassy in Beirut 
bad sent a cable to Amman 
informing that Darrar 
Kanni, 39, was released 
Saturday evening. 

The statement added that 
Mr. Karmi was resting at 
home and was in good 

u health. 

A Mr. Karmi, financial con- 
troller of the Beirut Mar- 
riott Hotel, was taken away 
by Syrian intelligence 
agents on Jan. 3 and was 
not heard of since then. 

The - Jordanian govern- 
ment had filed two formal 
representations to the 
Beiratgovemment seeking 
infomStioti on his where- 
abouts, mid officials said 
early Saturday they were 
still awaiting a response 
from the Lebanese authori- 
ties. 

Agence France Presse 
quoted Mr. Karmrs father 
in Amman as saying that he 
was very happy that his son 
was released. 

It also quoted Mr. 
Karmi's wife as saying: 
“He’s resting, he is sleep- 
ing.” 

Syria has 35,000 troops 
and security agents sta- 
tioned in Lebanon, and bas 
heavy influence in inter- 
nal Lebanese affairs. Under 
a friendship treaty, Syrian 
security agents could 
detain and question sus- 
pects in Lebanon without 
interference from the 
Lebanese government. 

A Lebanese official said 
last week that Mr. Karmi’s 
abduction may have been 
linked to recent anti-Syrian 
attacks. 

The driver of a Syrian 
minibus was killed in 
Lebanon Dec. 1 8 when the 
vehicle was smick by 
machine-gun fire. Another 
13 people were killed in a 
bus bombing in Damascus 
Dec. 31. 

Other sources said, how- 
ever, that Mr. Karmi's 
seizure may have been 
linked to a dispute with 
Syrian soldiers stationed 
near the Beirut hotel. 

Three weeks ago, hotel 
officials complained that 
ibe badly maintained army 
post next door was harming 
the luxury hotel’s image, 
drawing the ire of Syrian 
soldiers. 

One official who had 
complained that the sol- 
diere hung their clothes on 
vindows facing client 
rD °ms and left garbage in 
front of the building was 
eve n beaten, sources close 
10 the Amman Marriott 
said. 

The soldiers also alleged- 
iy tried to extort money 
from the hotel, a common 
Practice suffered by many 
institutions in Lebanon 
near Syrian posts. 
However, when the 
^srat hotel’s management 
^ contacted by AFP, it 
i^gorically denied the 
Information, saying it had 
e *cellem relations" with 
neighbouring Syrian 
froops. 


House votes to maintain one-person, 
one- vote system after heated debate 

1 993 temporary election law endorsed with 
51 votes for, 21 against and 4 abstentions 


AMMAN — The lon-mn- 
ning debate over whether 
Jordan should maintain or 
discard the one -person, 
one-vote formula according 
to which the last parliamen- 
tary elections were held 
came to a head Sunday 
when the Lower House of 
Parliament voted over- 
whelmingly to retain iL 

At the end of the House's 
most heated meeting in its 
current and last session, 51 
deputies voted in favour of 
the amended Election Law 
for 1993 which the govern- 
ment issued as a temporary 
legislation before the elec- 
tion of the 1 2th Parliament;. 
21 deputies opposed it, four 
abstained and four were 
absent. 

The controversial law 
replaced the bloc-voting 
formula with the one per- 
son, one-vote system and 
was immediately rejected 
by the opposition as an 
unconstitutional mecha- 
nism that was aimed at 


formula in the new election 
law which Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
pledged the government 
will eventually draft. 

The House voted on the 
draft law after about 30 
deputies expressed then- 
views on it, with opposition 
lawmakers launching one 
of their fiercest campaigns 
over tbe legislation. 

Opposition deputies said 
the draft law discriminates 
among Jordanians, was tai- 
lor-made to reduce opposi- 
tion strength in the House, 
and weakens national unity 
and coherence of tbe tribes. 

But centrist deputies 
joined Mr. Kabariti in 
rejecting these charges and 
defending the law as one 
that has “guaranteed jus- 
tice” and given people the 
chance to elect their repre- 
sentatives in a democratic 
way. 

But the debate over tbe 
draft law got out of band 
after a verbal fight between 


weakening its . presence in Islamist Deputy. Abdullah 
« ’ ’Akaileh and Omstian'law- 

makers Bassam Haddadin 
and Farah A1 Rabadi, 
prompting House Speaker 
Sa'd Hayel Srour to sus- 
pend the session. 

Deputy Haddadin said 
that if the quota for minori- 
ties in the election law was 


Parliament. 

But yesterday's endorse- 
ment of the draft law 
against the recommenda- 
tion of the House’s Judicia- 
ry Committee seems to 
have given the government 
the blessing for maintaining 
the one-person, one-vote 


to be terminated, political 
parties based on religious 
ideologies should be 
banned so that people can 
elect tbeir representatives 
on purely political consid- 
erations . But Deputy 
Ahmed Koufahi, a member 
of the Islamic Action Front, 
said the views of Mr. Had- 
dadin were unconstitution- 
al, saying that Islam was 
the religion of the state and 
the IAF was licensed by tbe 
state.. 

At that point. Deputy 
Rabadi said “we will estab- 
lish a Christian party,” 
which drew an angry reac- 
tion form Dr. Akaileh, who 
accused Dr. Rabadi of pro- 
moting sectarianism and 
bombarded him with verbal 
insults. The two deputies 
almost clashed physically 
had it not been for the inter- 
vention of their colleagues. 

But the session resumed 
after tbe two deputies rec- 
. oneikd in the office of Mr. 
Srour and in the presence of 
Mr. Kabariti, . . j ... 

Addressing, lawmakers 
after the session resumed, 
IAF spokesman Hamzeh 
Man sour said: “The people 
have condemned the draft 
law because of the danger it 
poses and because it had 
stripped off democracy 
from its substances.” 


Other IAF members had 
similarly harsh criticism of 
the law but could not win 
the support of their col- 
leagues for their views. 

But in a statement to the 
House, Mr. Kabariti reject- 
ed the Islamist claim that all 
Jordanians oppose the one- 
person, one vote formula, 
saying no group, including 
the government, can claim 
representing the national 
consensus on the electoral 
system. 

“Opinion polls have 
shown .that our political 
parties and unions have cer- 
tain views on the one-per- 
son, one-vote formula and 
.that is a position whose rea- 
sons are known. But to say 
that the whole people con- 
demn the law is" unaccept- 
able and does not reflect 
reality, said Mr. Kabariti. 

In his strong response to 
the opposition accusations, 
the prime minister said that 
those who reject the draft 
election law should not 
have contested elections 
under-iL - 

Mr. Kabariti promised 
that tbe government will 
draft a new “modem” elec- 
tion law but reiterated that 
the one-person, one vote 
formula will not be 
changed. 

He said the new law will 


have to be studied carefully 
because it will have ro 
address major issues like 
constituencies, tbe pro- 
posed quota for women, tbe 
number of deputies and the 
mechanism for holding the 
elections. 

“To those who accuse the 
government of oppressing 
people through the practice 
of democracy we say that 
their speeches do not con- 
vince us, and to those who 
accuse others of having 
corrupt thinking harm tbe 
freedom of expression and 
belief as well as democracy 
and pluralism.” Mr. Kabari- 
ti told the House. 

Mr. Kabariti said the role 
of the House was to take 
decisions by the vote of the 
majority and not to accuse 
others of blasphemy. 

Despite tbe strong stand 
of the opposition deputies, 
the House’s vote on the 
draft law came as expected, 
reflecting the fact that the 
government enjoys a 
majority support in the leg- 
islature. 

The draft election law 
will now be referred to the 
Senate for debate. If the 
Senate endorses the draft 
legislation as expected, it 
will be signed into law by 
His Majesty King Hussein. 


Israeli police launch 
probe that could topple 
Netanyahu government 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli police 
launched a criminal investigation Sun- 
day into allegations of government cor- 
ruption and conspiracy which several 
ministers said could topple Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 

State Prosecutor Edna Aibel said 
police would investigate die allegations 
centring on charges Ml Netanyahu nom- 
inated a close associate as attorney-gen- 
eral earlier this month as part of a deal to 
save a key political ally from conviction 
on bribery charges. 

Ms. Aibel also said she would demand 
that Israel Television, which broke die 
story last week, hand over its material to 
police. 

If the station refuses, Ms. Aibel said 
she would consider filing a lawsuit 
against the station and its reporter, Ayala 
Hasson, to force diem to turn over die 
material and possibly reveal Ms. Has- 
son's sources. 

The circumstances detailed in the 
report and die alleged suspicions it rais- 
es, indicate there is a supreme national 
interest in the exposure of most of the 
material upon which the report was 
based,” Ms. Aibel said in a statement. 

The revelation is also important for 
removing and dispelling any suspicions 
against those not involved.” 

Israel Television news director Rafik 
Halaby told army radio the station stood 
behind its story and would protect its 
sources, but would give police “enough 
material so that they can investigate the 
incident.” 

The attorney general in question, Roni 
Bar-On, resigned after one day in office 
earlier this month amid a storm of criti- 
cism over his political connections. 

Last Wednesday, Israel Television — 
citing anonymous sources — reported 
that Mr. Bar-On ’s appointment had been 
part of an illegal deal reached between 
senior officials in Ml Netanyahu's office 
and die ultra-orthodox Shas Party, which 
holds a deciding vote in Ml Netanyahu's 
coalition government. 

According to the report, Shas agreed to 
vote in favour of the Hebron troop rede- 
ployment deal Ml Netanyahu signed 
with the Palestinians if Mr, Bar-On was 
appointed attorney general. Ml Bar-On, 
in turn, agreed to drop a court case 


Rubinstein nominated 

A RENOWNED Israeli judge 
who played a key role in Arah- 
Israeli peace talks has been 
nominated as the country’s 
new attorney general. 

Justice Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi put forward Efa'akim 
Rubinstein for the job. 

The nomination, disclosed by 
the justice ministry on Sunday, 
win have to be ratified next 
week by the government, but 
the choice of Mr. Rubinstein 
has already been welcomed by 
the opposition Labour and left- 
wing Meretz parties. 


against Shas leader Aiyeh Deri, who is 
standing trial on embezzlement, and 
fraud charges, the station said. 

Ml Dei told Ml Netanyahu that if Ml 
B ar-On was not appointed. Shas would 
leave the government coalition, tbe 
report said. 

In a second report on friday, however. 
Isael Television reporter Hasson said 
her information indicated Ml Netanyahu 
did not know about the deal between Ml 
D eri and Mr. Bar-On. 

In the end, Shas supported the Hebron 
deal — after Mr. Bar-On had already 
resigned from office- 

Mr. Netanyahu accused the press on 
Friday of circulating an unfounded 
“smear campaign” and called fix - an 
investigation. Mr. Deri also denied the 
allegations. 

The Yediot Ahrooot newspaper cited a 
senior source in Ml Netanyahu’s office 
as saying the prime minister and his top 
aide EvetLiebennan were wiling to take 
polygraph tests. 

“We took into account that I wiH have 
to say in court 1 told the truth and that we 
coold win a libel case,” she told Israel 
Radio. “Beyond this, police investiga- 
tions and investigative committees, tbe 
toppling and establishing of govern- 
ments are not our responsibility. This is 
just lunacy." . =c-» 

If the television station or Ms. Hasson 
are sued to force them to reveal ber 
sources. It will be unprecedented, attor- 
ney Mibi Moser told Israel Radio. 


Israel approves plan 
to strengthen hold on 
Arab East Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agen- 
cies) — A committee led by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
approved on Sunday a multi-million 
dollar development plan designed to 
strengthen Israel’s jurisdiction in Arab 
East Jerusalem, officials said. 

Israel Radio also reported that the 
$43 million project, recommended by 
Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor; Ehud 
Olmert, includes establishing a Jewish 
neighbourhood in tbe Har Homa area, 
partially located in the eastern section 
of foe city. 

An Israeli spokeswoman said the 
plan includes “the development of 
roads, building schools and new class- 
rooms, along with water and sewer 
systems” in the Arab sector over the 
next four years. 

She would not comment on whether 
Sunday’s decision included a green 
light for the Har Homa project, which 
has been on tbe municipal govern- 
ment’s drawing board far several 
years. 

Tbe plan to build thousands of hous- 
ing units in Har Homa has already 
raised angry opposition from Pales- 
tinians. 

Work on the new housing is not 
expected to begin until late this year 
and still requires a final stamp of 
approval from the city’s planning 
committees. 

The plan approved on Sunday also 
calls for tbe transfer of government 
offices from the Jewish, western sec- 
tion of the city to East Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem’s 165.000 Palestinians 
accuse the Israeli municipality of dis- 
crimination in its allocation of funds. 

The new projects for East Jerusalem 
are part of a greater $130 million plan 
by Mr. Olmert to strengthen, infra- 
structure throughout all of the city. 

The government committee on 
Jerusalem affairs includes the 
deforce, foreign and several other 
ministers. 


Arafat arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat will arrive 
In Amman today on an official 
visit during which he will hold 
talks with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on bilateral economic and 
trade relations as well as the latest 
developments in the peace 
process. 


(be compound similar to excavations 
which sparked deadly violence in 
Palestinian areas last year. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein, direc- 
tor of A1 Aqsa Mosque, told die offi- 
cial Palestinian news agency WAFA 
that the tunnels were discovered 
recently near the southeastern comer 
of the compound, die third holiest site 
in Islam. 

“We have sent protest letters to die 
Israeli mayor of Jerusalem and to 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
over these new excavations." he said. 

Sheikh Najeh Ktheirat, head of the 
Heritage Committee at A1 Aqsa, told 
WAFA he had found “many tunnels" 
diving a recent tour of excavations 
that have been going on outside tbe 
southeastern edge of the mosque 
compound for several years, text said 
they had been temporarily walled up 
by die Israelis. 

These excavations are no different 
from die tunnel which led to the Sep- 
tember confrontations," he said, refer- 
ring to the opening in September of a 
second entrance to a controversial 
archaeological tunnel along die north- 
western wall of the raised Al Aqsa 
compound. 

Palestinian protests over the opening 
of die entrance degenerated into 
gunbatties between Israeli troops and 
Palestinian police which left more 
than 80 dead. 

Sheikh Ktheirat said that the new 
tunnels were another attempt “to reach 
what many Jews claim to be tbeir 


Officials at Jerusalem's Al Aqsa 
Mosque accused Israeli authorities 
Sunday of digging new tunnels near 


Sheikh Hussein said Al Aqsa author- 
ities would hold a press conference in 
coming days to provide details of the 
reported Israeli excavations. 


King leaves hospital 
after minor surgery 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein left 
Al Hussein Medical Centre 
Sunday afternoon after 
undergoing a minor 
surgery on his left knee. 

The King's personal 
physician. Dr. Samir Farraj. 
said a cartilage “which 
caused intense pain” was 
removed from the King's 
knee on Saturday. 

Dr. Farraj said the King, 
61. enjoyed excellent 
health and will resume his 
activities very shortly. 

Dr Farraj said the surgery 
was performed by 
arthroscopy, involving use 
of a fiber optic device for 
diagnosis and minor 
surgery. 

“We looked at the joint 
and pulled out the cartilage 
that was 

causing severe pain in the 
left knee,” he told the Asso- 



ciated Press. 

Jordan Television report- 
ed that Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat tele- 
phoned the King to con- 
gratulate him over the suc- 
cessful surgery. 


Kabariti says King's Saudi 
visit was highly successful 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
on Sunday described His Majesty King Hussein’s recent 
visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the King's talks 
with King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia as suc- 
cessful and constructive. 

. In a statement to the Al Sharq Al Awsat newspaper, Mr. 
Kabariti said the King’s visit to Saudi Arabia provided a 
good opportunity for both leaders to discuss bilateral coop- 
eration in the various fields, adding that it came within the 
context of the brotherly relations between both countries. 

The prime minister, who accompanied the King on the 
visit, praised King Fahd’s efforts to support Arab and 
Islamic causes, and voiced Jordan's appreciation to King 
Fahd’s supportive role. 

Mr. Kabariti said the forthcoming visit to Jordan by Saudi 
Foreign Minister Saud Al Faisal, due to take place after the 
‘Eid Al Fitr, will contribute to further enhancing the strong 
relations between the two countries and to building them 
on solid and firmer bases, capable of promoting collective 
Arab action. 

Sudan claims military 
success after disputed 
assault against rebels 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese army has clashed 
with rebels who have taken 
over part of the east of the 
country and was still planning 
a “general offensive" to kick 
them out of Sudan, officials 
said here. Sudan also said 300 
Ethiopian soldiers were killed 
in the clashes. 

Rebels denied to AFP that 
any such clash had taken 
place. 

Ali Magid. an official in the 
Roseires region of the Blue 
Nile state, on the Ethiopian 
border, told television Sunday 
that “the raids against the 
Tlgreans have managed to 
reduce their presence on the 
border.” 

The Tlgreans are the ruling 
ethnic group in Ethiopia. 

The stale- run SUNA news 
agency said an “engagement 
took place today < Sunday) at 
Elias locality while the 
Sudanese army troops were 
advancing towards Qeissan. 
More than 300 Ethiopian 
troops all Tlgreans were 
killed." 

The fact that all (he killed 
were tigreans stands as evi- 
dence that Ethiopian troops are 
intervening" in eastern Sudan, 
SUNA said quoting the gover- 
nor of the Blue Nile state 
where Qeissan is situated. 

“Those casualties were mon- 
itored and identified by 
Sudanese reconnaissance 
forces,” the governor. 
Brigadier Babikr Jaber Kabel- 
lo, told SUNA 

Brigadier Kabello stressed 
that Sudan was going ahead 
with preparations to launch a 
counter-offensive to recapture 
Qeissan and nearby Kurmuk, 
which opposition Sudanese 
forces have said they have cap- 
tured on Jan. 12. 

Ethiopia and Eritrea have 
denied Sudan’s accusations of 
intervention in the fighting. 


Khartoum accuses Ethiopia 
and Eritrea of backing the 
rebel forces that have seized a 
swathe of territory in the east 
of Blue Nile state. Both Addis 
Ababa and Asmara deny the 
claim. Ethiopia has not offi- 
cially reacted to reports of a 
clash with Sudanese troops. 

The rebels, opposed to the 
mi titan,' government in Khar- 
toum. have seized 2,000 
square kilometres or 15 per 
cent of Blue Nile state since 
Jan. 12. 

Speaking Sunday, Mr. 
Magid said that Sudanese 
forces and the Ethiopian army 
had clashed ra Unidam a. close 
to Roseires. on Saturday. 

A “large number of (Ethiopi- 
an) soldiers were killed and the 
remainder retreated hack 
across the border," lie said. 

The official Sudanese press 
agency said the clash was 
defence by the Sudanese army 
and a pro-Khartoum militia 
against an Ethiopian attack. 

However, Omar Nour Al 
Daycm. a leader of the rebel 
National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA.j. Sunday denied to AFP 
that any clash had taken place. 

Mr. Dayem said by tele- 
phone: “No clash took place 
Saturday with the government 
army in this region, neither 
with the Ethiopian forces nor 
with the NDA.” 

The Sudanese have for sev- 
eral days been massing troops 
in eastern Blue Nile state 
aimed at retaking the towns of 
Kurmuk and Qeissan, seized 
on Jan. 12 by the rebels, who 
comprise the southern-based 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) and northern- 
based opponents of Khar- 
toum's Islamic regime. 

Sudan’s president. General 
Omar Beshir said Friday that a 
counter offensive would soon 
be launched and said it would 
be a “decisive battle.” 
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is evenhanded in Mideast 


PARIS iRt — Prime Minis- 
icr Alain Juppe insMed tu 
leaders France's Jewish 
ccunriiuuity on Saturday 
(hat Pans was not biased in 
fin our i'f the A rah stance in 
Die Middle East conflict. 

"Freneii positions .ire not 
always well understood and 
there h.t\e been accusa- 
tions. which vi hi have just 
echoed, that our policy is 
balanced in favour id' one 
side < the Arabs i rather than 
the other.” Mr. Juppe -aid. 

“But mat is not the case. 
France's only bias is in 
lav our * if peace." Mr. Juppe 
-aid at a traditional annual 
banquet at which serving 
prime m misters address 
leader- o} the 750., 100- 
strong Jewish community. 

Mr. Juppe had jli.sl heard 
Henri Hajdenbcre. presi- 
dent oi’CRIF. the umbrella 
h<id\ tor Ficttch Jewish 
groups. tel! him. and sever- 
al hundred oilier guests, 
that Fiance’s .M ideas! ;n*|f- 
cy w as 

’ ‘imbalanced. .in con >prc- 
heiisible and clumsy 

“I regret to -a\ that n ■('(:- 
ciali France seems to give 
the Impression it has cho- 
sen it - - camp." \ir. Hjjdeii- 
Sierg >a:d. 

He singled out President 
Jacques Chime'- conduct 
Juring a Middle East tour in 
■Adober when iie publicly 
v!::siied v. nil l-racli ••Jll- 



iwnri Hajdtnbcra i second l ight 5. president >r she Representative- Council of France’s 
.lew Lsii \ssovia tions tCRLF), welcomes French SYimr Minister Alain Juppe (right), 
former Israeli Foreign Minister £hud Barak (second left* and French Socialist Party 
First Secretary Lionel Jospin ; left I as the :ratiitiun<ial CRIF dinner of the year oa 
Saturday (Reuters photo) 


ciaN in nccupicd Jerusalem 
and made no mention of the 


iica 1 ..' presence of Syrian 


li-tves in Lebanon when 
\ idling there. 

Mr. Juppe replied that 
Fsaiice’.s preoccupations 
included “ouraHaclimenl to 
the -ecurity uf our friend 
Israel.” 

He added, kuuctcr. that 


i-rar.ee hacked the right c4 
sell -detenu: naiton idr 
Palestinians and die princi- 
ple of exchanging land for 
peace which righti'i Israeli 
Prime Minis!c r Benyamrn 
Netanyahu frowns upon. 

"If we sometimes seem to 
demand *o tnuch from 
Israel, it i> because Israel is 
so close to it>.“ Mr. Junoe 


said. 

Commentators noted that, 
with crucial general elec- 
tions just ov er a year away. 
Mr. Juppe was accompa- 
nied by half a dozen cabinet 
ministers, including For- 
eign Minister Herve de 
Charctte. 

Lionel Jospin, head of the 
opposition Socialist Party, 


now favoured to win the 
elections, was also present 
as was Robert Hue, new 
reformist Communist Party 
chief, it was the first time a 
communist leader had 
attended after years of hos- 
tility to Israel. 

Mr. Juppe assured appre- 
ciative listeners that his 
Gaullist Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) party 
would ban its candidates 
from any election-time 
alliance, even tacit, with 
Jean-Marie le Pen's 
extreme-rightist National 
Front Party, bogeyman to 
French Jews. 

In what he described as a 
"national duty.” he also 
promised that the govern- 
ment would investigate 
allegations that some 
goods, mostly flats or art- 
works, confiscated by occu- 
pying Nazis or local collab- 
orators from murdered 
Jews in World War n were 
still in government hands. 

Many foreign ambas- 
sadors were present Eyes 
popped when Palestinian 
envoy Leila Shahid walked 
over for a long, friendly 
chat with retired Israeli 
general and ex-foreign min- 
ister Ehud Barak, now visit- 
ing France. Mr. Barak, a 
leading Labour Party fig- 
ure. is widely regarded as a 
challenger for Mr. 
Netanyahu's job. 



(JORDANIANS ONLY) 


A new theme restaurant & Bnr in Amman h as the 
following position* for immediate employment : 


* Restaurant .Manager 

* Food & Beverage Manager 

* Public Relation female hostess or male host 

-in change uf. reception, reservation and marketing.. 

i .* ■ - ■ • 


Tennis and conditions for the above pdsittonsi 

1- Applicants should be holders of a B.A degree or higher. 

2- Minimum experience of (3) years in speciality.' field. 

3- Good command of English language. 

4- Computer lileracv. 


-fi 

rr. 


Interviews a tv held at the former 31 tluSEclIo Restaurant. 

Fourth circle, labal Amman nearby the Prime Ministry Building 
.v'.ing Monday 27 1 u ~ till Wednesday 29/ 1 97 from 
p m. - 4.01) p.m ; and from iSJK* pan. - 1 1.1*0 p.m.) 

! lie poMt’.er.- otter competitive silanes. For further information 
cai: J?; 1, 1 i'5'lMil. 


Ex-minister to seek 
Iranian presidency 


Ol : w pi a iv .u. ailabio tor: 

.'.iVkl .! i IvT-. 

'I' - 


*■ "I " ! 

•'lev 


v. .:*-'::ers 
Sl> ‘Vt uee , - , ..‘V> 


Appi'C/'iS >*!f kmJb re. sieved h> br;n-^ alonii thv n-^v-s.'.TV 
o.x umonN and uwri ■•ivto 


TEHRAN (AFP) — For- 
mer Culture and Islamic 
Guidance Minister Moham- 
mad Khatami will be the 
moderates' candidate in July 
presidential elections in 
Iran, the Salam newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The paper said that Mr. 
Khatami would be the 
choice of the radical left and 
: .moderate- factions witbrm'the 
■ :rultjig--Shtite. Muslim4unda- 
inentulist regime. 

The paper said the moder- 
ate Serv ants of Construction 
group, the Islamist Coalition 
of Groups in the Path of the 
Imam and the radical Asso- 
ciation of Militant Clergy- 
men had all backed 59-year- 
old Kha; ami's candidacy. 

The radical left and mod- 
erates consider tltemselves 
closer to die beliefs of the 
founder of the Islamic 
republic. Ayatullah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, and favour more 
tolerance on cultural and 
s'K-ial issues than the viru- 
lently anti-Western conserv- 
ative clergy. 

Mr. Khatami held the min- 
isierial portfolio between 
!°82 and 1992. but was 
forced to resign after repeat- 
edly coming under fire from 
the conservative clergy over 
hi* softer line towards the 
Vv*>i .*.'1 Cultural issues. 

The ionscrv alive candi- 
•J. :c !• -r i hi presidency is 53- 
-old Parliament Speaker 
A;: Xhi-.jr Nateq-Nuri. who 
!».:% support of the influ- 


ential clergy in the Holy 
City of Qom in central Iran. 

The only other politician 
to have officially declared 
his candidacy is former 
Intelligence Minister 
Mohammad Mohammadi 
Reyshahri. who is consid- 
ered a hardliner. 

Mr. Reyshahri has said 
that he would-run on a plat- 
form- iff- projn^te^Wamic vaK. 
ues and fight Westem’cultur- ■ 
al inroads as' Well as “ram-'' 
pant" bureaucratic corrup- 
tion. 

But he is unlikely to pose a 
challenge to Mr. Nateq-Nuri, 
who is close to paramount 
leader Ayatollah AJi 
Khamenei and has the back- 
ing of the conservative- 
majority parliament 

President All Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani will 
have served two four-year 
terms and is barred from 
seeking a third mandate 
under the constitution. 

His moderate supporters 
lobbied hard for an amend- 
ment to the law to enable 
Mr. Rafsanjani to run again, 
but they faced stiff opposi- 
tion from the conservative 
camp, headed by Mr. Nateq- 
Nuri. 

The conservatives beat a 
coalition of moderates and 
left-wingers close to Mr. 
Rafsanjani in the legislative 
polls in March last year, 
which was seen a dress 
rehearsal for the presidential 
elections. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Levy may visit Turkey in February 


ANKARA l AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy 
will “very probably" visist Turkey in February, the Ana- 
tolia news agency reported Sunday, without giving spe- 
cific dates. The visit, at the invitation of Turkish Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller, will be the first by an Israeli min- 
ister since pro- Islamic Prime Minister Nectneitin 
Erbakan came to power last July. In opposition, Mr. 
Erbakan had used tough rhetoric against what he called 
the “Zionist" policies of the Jewish state, but relations 
between the two countries have not deteriorated during 
the new leader's term in office. In an interview published 
Thursday with the Istanbul-based liberal daily Milliyet, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin Netanyahu said he was 
very pleased with relations with the new government. 
"We have no concerns or fears on the future of ties 
berween Israel and Turkey. On the contrary, we believe 
we will further develop our relations." Mr. Netanyahu 
said. In early December. Mr. Erbakan approved a $600- 
mitlion deal with Israel to modernise 56 Turkish army F- 
4 fighter-bombers. A few days before that, the two coun- 
tries signed a military cooperation programme for 1997 
as part of a framework agreement signed the previous 
year which envisaged training flights by pilots from both 
countries and the exchange of personnel and information. 
That accord sparked anger in Arab countries, particularly 
Turkish neighbours Syria and Iran. 


Tehran area threatened with water shortages 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities have set up a cri- 
sis centre to fight water shortages in the Tehran area in 
coming months because a lack of precipitation has 
caused water reserves to decline, an official said Sunday. 
Water Organisation chief Mohsen Nariman said: 
“Tehran's water reserves dropped considerably this win- 
ter because of a lack of rain and snow." About 12 million 
people live in the Tehran area where more than 80 per 
cent of the water comes from three dams. The dams’ 
water there has fallen to its lowest level in weeks. “To 
face this shortage, we must use deep wells and the water 
table in the Tehran area." Mr. Nariman said, adding that 
"water will have to be rationed next summer." According 
to official statistics, the average Iranian consumes about 
300 cubic metres of water a year, while the per capita 
world average is 150 cubic metres. Except for some 
mountainous areas, a large portion of the Iranian plateau 
has not seen any rain or snow this winter, and the moun- 
tains north of Tehran, whose streams feed the capital's 
areas, are still dry' for the most park 


Iraq attacks Britain for Kurdistan visit 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq on Sunday attacked Britain 
and Turkey after British diplomats based in Ankara trav- 
elled to Kurdish-held northern Iraq. "We denounce 
Britain for sending its diplomats into the region of 
Saiahuddin and Erbil, and we consider this act as a vio- 
lation of our sovereignty," the official Al-Thavvra news- 
paper said. “We put fiull responsibility on Turkey for hav- 
ing allowed the diplomats!© crass the border without the 
gnSsfliglfc faT&TNbf Jraq f'g$v£TnfrigntT- r the ffrewspdper; 
saidL'TtjS nofthf tig6t^)f of anS) frther eftufi- 
try to violate Iraq’s sovereignty." the paper said. Iraq 
withdrew from its northern territory after a Kurdish 
revolt in 1991. but regained a foothold there at the end 
of August when it helped a Kurdish faction capture terri- 
tory from a rival group. The Iraqi National Congress 
(INC), a London-based umbrella group for the opposi- 
tion. said that a British embassy delegation from Ankara 
travelled to Iraqi Kurdistan on Jan. 19. The delegation, 
which visited the cities of Erbil and Sulaiymaniyeh. met 
Kurdish officials and other INC delegates. 


198 kg of heroin seized in Tbrkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish police have seized 198 
kilogrammes of heroin from a vehicle in southeastern 
Turkey, Anatolia news agency reported Sunday. The 
heroin, with an estimated value of $17.4 million, had 
come from Iran and was due to be delivered to Istanbul, 
the agency said. It did not say when the operation took 
place. One person, the driver of the vehicle, was arrested. 


Saudi convicted spared beheading 


JEDDAH (AFP) — A Saudi sentenced to death for 
murder was spared from decapitation after his victim’s 
family pardoned him. a newspaper said Sunday. The 
victim's family told a judge that it pardoned the murder- 
er and even refused the blood money which is usually 
offered in exchange for clemency. Okaz newspaper said. 
Under Islamic law governing the kingdom, the father of 
the victim or one of his heirs can grant clemency. 


Iraqi exiles 
reject that 
they under 
pressure 
in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi dissi- 
dents living in Jordan have 
denied that they are under pres- 
sure from the Jordanian gov. 
eminent following the recent 
economic agreements between 
Jordan and Iraq. 

lyad AUawi, leader of the 
Iraqi National Accord move- 
ment. which set up an office 
here in February 1996. and 
Sand Bazzaz, a well-known 
Iraqi writer and journalist, both 
rejected reports that the Jorda&j) 
ian government had asked Iraqi 
dissidents to curtail their activi- 
ties or leave the Kingdom alto- 
gether. 

In comments carried by the 
London-based Al Hayar Arabic 
daily, Mr. Bazzaz voiced grati- 
tude to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. describing him as very 
keen to safeguard the unity and 
sovereignty of Iraq. 

Mr. Bazzaz, who was inter- 
viewed in London, told Al 
Hayac that be had requested for 
political asylum in Britain but 
he had not received any reply to 
the request. 

“Since I arrived in London 
10 days ago, I asked the British 
government to grant me asy- 
lum. but l have not received 
any reply on my demand,” Mr. 
Bazzaz was quoted as saying 
by Al Hayat. 

“But what is of concern to me 
is to find a publisher to a book 
on secrets of the Iraqi history ” 
he was quoted as saying. # 

Mr. Bazzaz described him- 
self as “an independent Iraqi 
who has no ties with Iraqi 
opposition figures such as Mis- 
ti an Jabbouri and will not hesi- 
tate to oppose the Iraqi 
regime." But, he said, he is not 
a part of any Iraqi opposition 
group and he does not intend to 
join any_ f 
y, ^ Mr. Bazzaz' Rejected reports 
-thai Iraqi -opposition was under 
pressure from the Jordanian 
government and that the oppo- 
sition members would not find 
Jordan suitable for activities 
after the restoration of good 
trade relations between Jordan, 
and Iraq. 

“I think political relations are 
separate from trade and econ- 
mic ties and that nothing for- 
bids me from returning to Jor- 
dan. which is my home." Mr 
Bazzaz told Al HayaL 

The French news agency. 
Agence France Presse. mean- 
while quoted Mr. AUawi of dfcr ; 
Iraqi National Accord move-" 
mem as saying that his group 
was not planning to leave Jor- 
dan. 

“We wiU continue our activ- 
ities in Jordan.” he told AFP. 
adding. “Jordan is the home of 
free .Arabs and a land of 
democracy and freedom.” 

Mr. AUawi also said he was 
not aware of any Iraqi dissident 
who had left Jordan under pres- 
sure. “Jordan is a land of stabil- 
ity and security.” he was quoted 
as saying by .AFP. 
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S DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 

Hreh-.i.i;. t-oIkv 843402 Army.Marka .891611/15 ■ ARRIVALS 

TnilTtc Police S96390 Queen Alia Hospital _60224W50 

Pnblie Security DcpL 630321 Amal Hospital 674155 Royal Jordanian ( RJ) Flights 

; ; .xel t.'-inpLijnL’s._ 605800 The Arab Centre for Heart and 07:15 Sanaa (.RJ) 

Price t • -t plaints,..^ 061176 Special Surgery 865199 07:25 Dubai (RJ) 

v ‘ _b^7-to7 08:35.* Jeddah (RJ ) 

•*.* •*-*“ M'inicipjlily Complaints ZARQA: 08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

— 787111 Zarep Com, Hospital 09:50 Al ’Ain Abu Dhabi 

icier hi -dc h!bn nation (directory (09)983323 (add) tRjj 

jsMMjr.ee! 121 Zarqa National Hospital 10:05 Beirut (RJ| 

Cbcr-ieas Calls 010230 (09)900560 10:15 New Delhi (RJ ) 

Certral Amman Telephone Ibn Sinn Hospital-.- (09)986732 16:15 Jeddah (add) t RJ > 

Repuris 623 101 Al Hikma Modern Hospital 16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

\Kidi Tel. Repairs — 661101 109)990990 16:25 -London ( RJ ) 

Jv«niin Television — 773 MI IRBID: 16:45 New York. Amsterdam 

Radi” Jordan — 774111 Princess Bxsma Hospital (RJi 

'V.v.r,\ulhoril> 6SOIOO (02)275555 21:45 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi 

i ELviricii} Auihnriiv 815615 Greek Catholic Hospital (add) (RJ) 

clcctiie pnwerCo — 636381 — 102)272275 22ri)0 Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur 

RJ Fijgh*. inlbrmatioR ..08-53200 Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (RJ) 

»>evn .\na Iml. Aiqion 08-53200 (02)247100 22:20 Casablanca ( RJ ) 

AQABA: 01:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

Princess Haya Hospital 03:15 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (IRJ) 

HOSPITAL (03)314111 04:40. Jeddah (addj (RJ) 

05^30 (Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

AMMAN: FOR THE TRAVELLER 

Hussein 3 ledkal Centre —81381332 QUEEN ALIA Other Flights 

Khalidi Maternity. 64428176 INTERNATIONAL 09:45 Khaaoum tSD) 

Akilch Maternity. .642441J2 AIRPORT 09:30 Cairo (MS) 

Jabal Amman Maieraity ^642362 This information is suppUed by 12:00 Doha (07) 

Malhas. J. Amman —..636140 Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 13:00 Bahrain (GF) 

p.ik-'liM’. Shmcisani 607071 tion department at the Queen 15:05 Vienna (OS) 

•' 669131 Alia International Airport Tel. 21:00 ....Paris. Damascus iAF> 

&J5S45 ( 08)53200-5. where it should 21:40 Tel Aviv (LYt 

Iujwict Hi»piial ...667227/9 always be verified. 22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

Tr.c Islamic. Abdali —.66612607 Information on Other flights 00 JO ... London. Damascus (BA j 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 are supplied on phone 08 01:20 Amsterdam. Damascus 

Italian. Al-Muhajicen ....777101/3 ( 52700) (KL) 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 0=:05 London fKJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0^:20 Aqaba (RW) 

20:5 0 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

09^0 Casablanca (RO 

11:00 — Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

1 1 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

12:30 Frankfurt. London (RJ> 

Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

-Jeddah ladd) (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

te:30 ‘ Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

J5 :0 ° Istanbul (TK) 

BeiruL London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

;■ Cairo IMS) 

Wwnoum (SD) 



-vr^'OS) 

Jvhaitoum (SD) 

“TZZ - T el Aviv (LY) 

" Damascus - Paris (AF) 

ilZ -••Amsterdam (KL) 

Beirut. Athens (OA » 

07-3? ' "n London i KJ) 

07-3o Damascus. London 


(BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport {from 
QAIA) (RWi 

20:3 « Aqaba (RW) 


huaz railway train 

.Airman — BflOajn. eway Mouthy 
Arc Damascus pjn. evoy fAnfry 


I^P- iiaikeojs — 7:30 am every Soacby 

Arc Amman 5fl0pmesoySuday 

MARKET PRICT^ 

Upper/lower price in jUs per kg- 

Apple 

700/500 

Banana. 

.550/550 

Banana (imported). 
Cabbage 

—.900/700 

70/40 

Carrot 

Cauliflower... 

230/180 

240/150 

Cucumber (larm>j 

nn/tjU) 

Cucumber (small). 
Eggplant 

.—.400/220 
... 150/100 

Fava beans 

500/650 

Garlic 

II 00/850 

Grape fruit 

Lemon 

—...150/100 

380/180 

Marrow (large) ... 

— 180/130 

Marrow (small) 

—300/200 

Onion (green) 

160/120 

Onion (drv) .. 

180/120 

Orange 

550/400 

Peas ... 

900/7 

Pepper (hoi) 

Pepper (sweet) 

-.280/180 

35A/200 

Potato 

280/17° 

Radish 
Spinach ... 

220/70 

240/160 

Suing beans. 

... 600/400 

Tomaio 

140/100 
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'^fTima Nabeel 
Special to die Jordan Tunes 

AMi^N* — Under the 
patronage of HRH Crowo 
ptuje^phssan, on March 
Jordan will host a 
Unifeo ^Nations High Com- 
for Refugees 
(UTflJCR) regional meeting 
to discuss population dis- 
placentent in Central Asia. 
Southwest Asia and the 
Middle- East The UNHCR 
High Commissioner for 
“Refugees Sadalco Ogata 
will deliver the keynote 
address: 

r ‘ UNHCR Representative 
:tb T^dah Zobida Hassim- 
ifcsluigrie* in a statement to 
Rtf Rai’Arabic daily and the 
Jordan Times, said that the 
importance of the meeting 
bes in die fact that this 
region has been involved in 
some of the largest and 
longest refugee crises in 
modem times and that there 
i$ a pressing need to devel- 
op common regional strate- 
gies to find a durable solu- 
tion and prevent future dis- 
placement. 


Fifty high-level officials 
from 14 Arab and Islamic 
countries in the Middle 
East. Central Asia and 
Southwest Asia will partici- 
pate in the two-day forum. 

The Amman meeting is 
anticipated as the beginning 
of a dialogue among these 
countries on how to pre- 
vent, manage and resolve 
displacement through com- 
prehensive regional strate- 
gies. It should be empha- 
sised that UNHCR has a 
consistantly successful 
record in establishing 
regional forums aimed at 
resolving problems pertain- 
ing to involuntaiy displace- 
ment 

The most recent one 
being the CIS Conference 
on Refugees and Migrants 
in the former Soviet Union. 

There are at present over 
26 million people in more 
than 140 countries with 
whom the UNHCR is con- 
cerned. They include 
refugees, returnees, inter- 
nally displaced persons and 
war affected populations. A 
large proportion of them are 


Muslim refugees and 80 per 
cent of them are women 
and children. Pales tinian 
refugees who fall under the 
UNRWA area of operation 
are not included in these 
statistics. 

UNHCR established its 
presence in Jordan in 1991 
following the Gulf War. 
Since then over 15,000 per- 
sons have presented them- 
selves at the office to 
request asylum. Most of 
these were Iraqis. As Jordan 
is not a signatory to the 
1951 Geneva Convention 
or the 1967 Protocol, 
refugees in Jordan are 
recognised under the man- 
date of the High Commis- 
sioner. 

Refugee status is granted 
to a person who has fled 
his/her country of origin 
because of a well-founded 
fear of persecution for rear 
sons of race, religion, 
nationality, political opin- 
ion, or membership to a 
particular social group and 
who cannot or does not 
want to return. 

Ms. Asbagrie applauded 


the decision of the Jordan- 
ian government to admit 
refugee children to govern- 
ment schools free of 
charge, treating them on an 
equal basis with Jordanian 
children. This measure was 
activated almost one year 
ago. 

Ms. Ashagrie added that 
Jordan's understanding and 
generosity towards refugee 
children are great examples 
which should be followed 
by other refugee hosting 
countries. 

Abdul Rahman 

leaves for Rome 

Meanwhile, within the 
framework of multilateral 
talks on Palestinian 
refugees, Member of the 
PLO Executive Committee, 
responsible for refugees 
and displaced persons, Dr. 
As’ ad Abdul-Rahman Sun- 
day left for Rome at the 
head of a Palestinian dele- 
gaton to atend a three-day 
meeting on the health sec- 
tor. 


Chamber of industry head meets 
with Yugoslav deputy minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Presi- 
dent of the Amman Cham- 
ber of . Industry Haider 
Murad and visiting Deputy 
Minister of Trade in 
Yugoslavia Boria Vokovik 
Sun^y. discussed issues 
pertaining to the reopening 
oT ^flje channels between 
the #0 countries. 

M^Slurad said that reac- 


uvafng trade will develop 
eqSj|mc relations and pro- 
commercial 


exchange. 

The two sides stressed the 
importance of organising 
visits by commercial dele- 
gations from both sides to 
familiarise themselves with 
available products and 
resources. 

They also stressed the 
need for developing and 
promoting bilateral cooper- 
ation in the field of tourism. 

Mr. Vokovik extended an 
invitation to a Jordanian 


trade delegation to visit 
Yugoslavia, saying that 
upon his return he will 
arrange for a private sector 
delegation to visit Jordan 
and to explore possibilities 
of setting up joint projects 
and cementing commercial 
deals. 

The Yugoslav official said 
efforts are being made to 
overcome all obstacles and 
difficulties facing the pro- 
motion of trade relations 


and increasing the volume 
of trade between both coun- 
tries. 

The volume of external 
trade between Jordan and 
Yugoslavia amounted to ID 
12,3 million at the end of 
November 1996. 

Jordan exports to 
Yugoslavia amounted to JD 
825,000 in 1996 while 
Yugoslav exports to Jordan 
totalled JD 1 1.5 million. 
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l^Qmen acquitted of murder, 
brother sentenced in her stead 
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(l , ^ AMMAN — In a rare 

( ., l(nlE ., r occurrence at the Amman 

. « l4 CriHunal Court Sunday, a 

vli.i/ 25 year-old woman was 

i I, apqrotKd of murdering a 

fW&W man, who had allegedly 

' -harassed hex, and ruled that 
' instead her 20-year old 

h brother was the killer. 

" ,l,: a- Hanan Adnan began to 

'■" , n£ w wail that she was the killer. 

- T. swear to God that I am 
- 0116 w h° kilkd [Mousa 

. i .-j 't \ Hneciwnl anrl nnt mv hrnth- 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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i.: Hussein] and not ray broth- 
« er" she shouted while 
being escorted outside to 
, freedom by security offi- 
^:,cas, following the verdict's 
. amjouncemenL 

"Ms. Adnan, 25, who had 
I previously confessed to the 
murder, was being tried at 
„ the Criminal Court on 
T chargS' of shooting Mr. 

Hussein in the Kafarangeh 
; section of Ajloun on SepL 
; I; 1993. 

Her 20-year old brother, 
Amer, a soldier in the mili- 
tary, also confessed to 
shooting the man and stood 
. trial at the Military Court 
j oir charges of shooting Mr. 
f Hussein. 

1 - The,two were tried in sep- 
‘ urate courts as Amer Adnan 
is if military personnel. 


On Nov. 5, 1995, the 
Criminal Court had found 
Ms. Adnan guilty of the 
murder and sentenced her 
to seven-and-a- half-years 
imprisonment for the mur- 
der. 

Two months later, the 
Military Court found her 
brother Amer guilty of the 
murder and sentenced him 
to 12 years in prison. 

“After referring to the 
weapon expert witness 
report, which confirmed the 
existence of gun powder on 
Amer’s fingers, and clothes, 
we made the decision to 
acquit Ms. Adnan of the 
murder charges against 
her,” Presiding Judge 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq 
declared. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion. Ms. Adnan, a home- 
maker, reportedly con- 
fessed to shooting and 
killing Mr. Hussein on 
Sept. 1, 1993 in the back- 
yard of her house in 
Kafarangeh in Ajloun after 
he repeatedly and insis- 
tenetly expressed amorous 
intentions towards her. 

But Judge Tawfiq said in 
his new ruling Sunday that 
it was in fact her brother 
Amer who shot the victim, 
and that Ms. Adnan claimed 
the responsibility of the 


killing to protect her broth- 
er from the punishment 

According to Judge Taw- 
fiq, Ms. Adnan’s brother 
Amer had told the military 
court that he killed Mr. 
Hussein to defend his hon- 
our as the victim was 
harassing his sister. 

“When I saw him near the 
window of our house, I lost 
my temper and shot him 
four times. But my sister 
asked me to say that she 
killed him so that she might 
bear the responsibility," Mr. 
Adnan’s confessions in the 
Military Court, as quoted 
by the judge, stated. 

Attorney Ahmad Naj- 
dawi, who represented the 
two siblings, had appealed 
the case to the Court of 
Cassation to determine who 
shot and killed Mr. Hus- 
sein, Ms. Adnan or her 
brother. 

Ms. Adnan originally 
received a 15-year term, 
with the Court affirming at 
the time that she had bene- 
fited from a penalty reduc- 
tion as the victim had sexu- 
ally harassed her. 

Witnesses during the 
three-month trial confirmed 
that Ms. Adnan complained 
consistantly about the vic- 
tim’s advances and harass- 
ment and that following the 


.AMC reports 24% increase 
p, * in produce exports 


murder she told them that 
she killed him “to save my 
reputation as he wanted to 
ruin my reputation and 
commit adultery.” 

According to court docu- 
ments, previous to the mur- 
der Ms. Adnan, told Mr. . 
Hussein to make his inten- 
tions known to her father. 

‘If you want me you can 
come to my father’s 
house,” the document quot- 
ed Ms. Adnan as saying. 

Later that evening, Mr. 
Hussein went to Ms. 
Adnan’s house and was 
monitoring her from the 
window, the document said. 

In the first court trial, the 
affadavit stated that Ms. 
Adnan grabbed her father’s 
unlicensed gun and shot 
Mr. Hussein four times. 

Mr. Najdawi told the Jor- 
dan Times following the 
announcement of the ver- 
dict that he was satisfied 
with the ruling, despite the 
fact that Ms. Adnan herself 
was not. 

“I am pleased that Ms. 
Adnan, who wanted to sac- 
rifice herself for her broth- 
er, was acquitted, Mr. Naj- 
dawi added. “This way we 
will not have two people 
serving prison terms for the 
same murder.” 


ins On 


i.’ ■ * 


&MAN (Petra) — The 
gribuitural Marketing 
^oration (AMC) Satur- 
igSeported the export of 
£j5&00 tonnes of fresh 
at and vegetables worth 
Estimated JD 72.7 mil- 

t st year. 

AMC stated that last 
aps. sales figures repre- 
itari increase of 24. 1 per 
W.oyer 1995 exports, 
fegetables accounted for 
gjiiifer cent of the total 
was, the corporation 

tedded that 1996 veg- 
^ exports rose by 
iptX) tonnes over 1995 

Pit’s fruit exports 


increased in 1996 by 
10,600 tonnes over 1995. 
The AMC said the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
topped the list of import- 
ing countries with 38.5 per 
cent, followed by Bahrain 
with 14.4 per cent, Qatar 
with 11.8 per cent, Kuwait 
with 11.5 per cent, Saudi 
Arabia with 7.6 per cent 
and other Arab countries 
with 1 per cent. 

Jordanian exports to for- 
eign countries accounted 
for 2 per cent of its total 
exports, according to the 
AMC. 



By Ghazi Amrieen 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tafileh Mayor 
Ahmad Qura’an has with- 
drawn his resignation as a 
result of mediation efforts 
instigated by several nota- 
bles and elders from the 
Tafileh goveraorate. 

Last Wednesday, Mr. 
Qura’an submitted his res- 
ignation to the Tafileh 
Municipal Council, Tafileh 
Governor Ahmad Lawzi 
and Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat, blaming the 


government for failure to 
listen to the people. 

He also claimed discord 
between himself and 
municipal council mem- 
bers. 

Citing some reasons for 
his resignation, Mr. 
Qura’an accused council 
members of ratifying 
“many decisions” during 
his leave of absence to the 
United States. 

He said that these deci- 
sions do not serve public 
interests nor do they 
encourage people to 
improve the city. 

As an example, Mr. 


Qura’an complained thar, 
during his absence, the act- 
ing mayor endorsed a deci- 
sion to change the status of 
a plot of land from agricul- 
tural to commercial. 

He added that the council 
converted seven workers 
who were paid daily into 
regular staff with ’ fixed 
monthly salaries and staled 
that such a decision does 
not serve municipality' 

efforts to ease financial bur- 
dens. 

Mr. Qura’an’s resignation 
■was described as untimely 
by Council Member 

Mohammad Harasis. 


“Had it not been for aid 
received by the Cities and 
Villages Development 
Bank and the Industrial 
Development Bank, the 
municipality would not 
have been able to honour its 
financial commitments,” he 
said. 

Previous to being elected 
as mayor. Mr. Qura’an 
worked for the Ministry of 
Education and Ministry of 
Interior until 1985. He also 
served as governor of 
Karak. 


Attorney general interrogated in Masri case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Attorney 
General Fathi Rifai, the 
first defence witness in the 
case ofMazen Masri, a man 
accused of killing his two 
children last year, Sunday 
testified that the defendant 
willingly confessed in front 
of him and other officials. 

“Mr. Masri confessed of 
his own volition and I saw 
no traces of torture and, as I 
recall, he was neither pres- 
sured nor threatened by 
anyone to make any confes- 
sion,” Mr. Rifai told the 
court Mr. Rifai, 52, was 
present when Mr. Masri 
confessed to authorities on 
SepL 25 to poisoning his 
two children Hanin, nine, 
and Haiti, six as well as to a 
previous attempt to kill his 
wife and two children 

Mr. Masri, 34, faces two 
counts of first degree mur- 
der and three counts of 
attempted murder. 

Mr. Rifai, stated that he, 
along with Criminal Prose- 
cutor Abdul Aziz 
Rawasbdeh and Shmeisani 
Precinct Chief Major Fathel 
Hmoud, met with Mr. 
Masri on SepL 25. 

The witness said he sat 
with Mr. Masri for four 
hours discussing the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
children’s death without 
broaching the possibility 
thar Mr. Masri was a sus- 
pect. 

"However, at approxi- 
mately 12:20 a.m., as I was 


about to leave the police 
station, Mr. Masri asked me 
to stay as he said he had 
two things to say.” Mr. 
Rifai testified. 

“The first thing he told 
me was that he wanted us to 
call his wife as he wanted to 
see her and then he querried 
roe as to the punishment 
[for the crime] if he was 
declared the killer,” Mr. 
Rifai said, adding that he 
told Mr. Masri that it was 
up to the court to determine 
the punishment. 

“Immediately after this 
exchange, Mazen con- 
fessed and told us how he 
committed the crime,” the 
attorney general said. 

When questioned by the 
niminal prosecutor about 
the circumstances which 
led authorities to suspect 
that Mr. Masri was the 
killer. Mr. Rifai said that 
several factors and evi- 
dence suggested that he 
was a prime suspect 

Mr. Rifai said that before 
confessing, Mr. Masri had 
told the authorities from the 
first day his children were 
killed that there was no 
trace of cyanide in the chil- 
dren’s throats, “a fact which 
only the forensic experts 
knew” 

“When I asked him how 
he knew this, he responded 
that a relative was informed 
by the Minister of Interior 
and duly informed him,” 
Mr. Rifai said. 

“I called the minister and 
asked him about the matter 
and he denied allocating 


any information as he was 
unaware of the results.” Mr. 
Rifai said, adding that when 
he confronted Mr. Masri 
with ihis fact, the defendant 
changed his story and said 
that another relative told 
him that his children were 
either killed by snake bite 
or cyanide poisoning. 

Other factors which 
played a role in leading the 
authorities to supect the 
children's father, Mr. Rifai 
said, were the circum- 
stances surrounding the 
murders. 

“In analysing the crime, 
we had two possibilities: 
the killer was either an 
insider or an outsider. But 
as a neighbour told police 
that she saw no one enter- 
ing the building after the 
couple had left, we con- 
cluded it might be one of 
the parents.” he said. 

He added that the fact that 
Mr. Masri was the last per- 
son to leave the apartment 
increased the probability of 
his guilt 

When Defence Attorney 
Ahmad Najdawi asked why 
his client was kept for one 
day at the police station. 
Mr. Rifai responded that it 
was to protect Ms. Masri. 

“Mr. Masri had informed 
us that his wife, Hi am 
Hamoudeh, attempted to 
commit suicide [in the 
aftermath of the children’s 
death] and since we sus- 
pected that he may have 
previously attempted to 
murder her, we feared he 
might [harm her in some 


way] and claim that she 
took her own life.” Mr. 
Rifai said. 

According to Mr. Rifai, 
previous to his confession 
the accused informed him 
that he was harsh with his 
children, and that his chil- 
dren feared him. 

“When I asked him why 
his children were afraid of 
him, he told me that he used 
to beat them with a stick. 
And when I asked him why 
he did it, he responded that 
he did not remember why,” 
Mr. Rifai, one of 23 prose- 
cution witnesses, said. 

The children were found 
by their mother in their 
apartment in the Abu 
Oneizah Housing Complex 
in Shmeisani on Sept. 11. 
1996. after she returned 
home from giving her hus- 
band a ride to work. 

In his confession, Mr. 
Masri allegedly cited fami- 
ly problems and resentment 
of the children’s attachment 
to his wife as the main rea- 
son for committing the 
crime. 

On Dec. 31, Mr. Masri 
retracted his confessions 
and stated that he had fabri- 
cated them, claiming that 
he was subjected to psycho- 
logical pressure which 
forced him to confess. 

The court tribunal headed 
by Judge Abdul Ruhman 
Tawfiq and Judges Ismael 
Hmouz and Mifleta Mubei- 
din, postponed the case 
until Feb. 4 to hear the sec- 
ond defence witness. 


Mu’ta University receives scientific boost from Germany 


By Sacha Bagglli 

Special to the Jordan Times . 

AMMAN — Students and 
tutors at Mu’ta University, 
so frequently hindered in 
their pursuits by financial 
constraints, are now 
delighted in the latest sup- 
ply of study materials 
donated by various German 
institutions. 

Professor Marwan 
Mousa, the university pres- 
ident’s advisor for 
international affairs, has 
secured a donation of 10 
international periodicals to 
cover a period of five years, 
from the German Research 
Institute (DFG) and the 
Ministry of Economic 
Communications in Ger- 
many, at an estimated value 
of JD 250,000. 

Volumes for four of these 
periodicals, arrived at the 
university this week, and 
“the remainder are expect- 
ed soon.” Professor Mousa 
said. 

These periodicals will 
mainly serve the depart- 
ments of archaeology, elec- 
trical engineering, chem- 
istry and physics. 

“This aid is absolutely 


crucial for students of these 
particular departments. 
Students of such subjects 
must constantly be 
informed of innovations in 
their fields,” Professor 
Mousa said. 

“These periodicals will 
especially benefit final year 
and post-graduate stu- 
dents.” he added. 

For the past two years, the 
university’s international 
relations have centred 
around connections made 
by Professor Mousa, during 
his two years in Germany, 
with a research gram from 
the Alexander Von Hum- 
boldt Foundation ( AVH). 

This grant finances 
research fellowships for 
highly qualified foreign 
academics. 

In appreciation for the 
success of his research 
activity in Germany as well 
as his contribution to the 
development of a now 
internationally renowned 
catalyst upon his return to 
Jordan in 1994, the univer- 
sity received a donation of 
scientific equipment worth 
JD 500,000 from the AVH 
and the Max-Plack Institu- 
tion. 


Subsequently, the univer- 
sity was awarded cultural 
and historical periodicals 
and books, a gift from the 
German Embassy in Jor- 
dan. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Professor 
Mousa relayed the universi- 
ty's difficulties due ro its 
location in the south and 
therefore “somewhat 
deprived” region of the 
Kingdom and talked of a 
low spirit which has often 
prevailed amongst the uni- 
versity community. 

“This new opening in 
international relations has 
eradicated much of our 
anxiety. We previously felt 
isolated from educational 
developments in the rest of 
the world,” he said. 

Professor Mousa eluci- 
dated scientific exchange 
programmes which have 
been activated between 
members of staff at Mu’ la 
University and those from 
universities and research 
institutions in Germany. 

As the only university in 
the south of Jordan, the 
benefits brought about by 
such donations will be 
enjoyed by a broad section 


of the Jordanian communi- 
ty 

“Theoretically speaking 
our university serves the 
educational needs of half 
the country,” Professor 
Mousa said. 

“As our facilities do not 
include the variety of social 
clubs provided by other 
universities, our library is 
the heart of activity for our 
students and they are all 
keen book borrowers,” he 
said. 

But he further sraied that 
library services are also fre- 
quently used by other mem- 
bers of the local communi- 
ty, such as industrialists and 
manufacturers. 

The aid given to Mu’ta 
university has also initiated 
cooperation with other 
universities in Jordan, such 
as chemists from Yarmouk 
University wishing to make 
use of the new literature. 

“Such co-operation is 
essential for academic 
progress in the Kingdom as 
a whole,” Professor Mousa 
concluded . 


Jordan participates in Scandinavian trade fair 


COPENHAGEN (Petra) 
— Jordan was lauded for 
its hospitality as well as 
tourist facilities and ser- 
vices at an international 
tourism exhibition held 
in Copenhagen Satur- 
day. 

The exhibition, which 
was inaugurated by 
Princess Alexandra, 
linked international 
tourism companies and 
businesspersons from 
the tourism sector. 

They described the sta- 
bility which Jordan 
boasts, subsequent to its 
signing of the peace 
treaty with Israel m 


October of 1994, as 
attracting European 
tourism to the Middle 
East and complimented 
Jordan’s “archaeological 
treasures.” 

General Manager of 
Blue Bird Tour Agency 
Ali Rawashdeh repre- 
sented Jordan at the 
exhibition. 

Mr. Rawashdeh met 
with international busi- 
nesspersons from the 
tourism sector and con- 
cluded agreements with 
them to attract Scandi- 
navian tourism to Jor- 
dan. 

He also met with busi- 


nesspersons who seek to 
promote health tourism 
in the Dead Sea. 

They said the Dead 
Sea is considered one of 
the leading healing sites 
for those suffering from 
skin diseases which the 
Scandinavian climate 
does not help. 

Executive Director of 
one of Danish tour com- 
pany Knud Pier said that 


his company is prepar- 
ing a package which 
includes Jordan and 
Israel. 

He added that he 
agreed to arrange one- 
week nips from Den- 


mark. Sweden and Nor- 
way to include all 
archaeological sites in 
Jordan. Mr. Pier said 
that he hoped to start 
these trips next summer. 

He added that of the 
countries in the region, 
Jordan best meets the 
Scandinavian tourism 
requirements. 

However, Mr. 

Rawashdeh described a 
lack of a direct flights 
linking Stockholm, 
Copenhagen and 

Amman as hindering 
Scandinavian tourism to 
Jordan. 


l.-i: 




4 World News 

Afghan peace talks open 
in Iran without Taliban 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 27, 19S»7, 


TEHRAN. Iran (Agencies) 
— Factions on one side of 
.Afghanistan's civil war be- 
gan peace talks Saturday to 
end strife in their country, 
but the Taleban militia, 
which controls two thirds of 
the war-tom country, is re- 
fusing to take pan. 

“I regret that not all Af- 
ghan groups invited by Iran 
are participating in this 
meeting. ’ U.N. representa- 
tive Norhert Ho II said. 
“Without the participation 
of all Afghan groups it will 
be difficult to achieve a 
negotiated settlement.” 

Beside Afghan faction re- 
presentatives and Mr. Holl, 
officials from Pakistan and 
Turkey also attended the 
calks. 

The Taleban did not send 
a representative to the talks 
to protest what it sees as 
Iran's interference in Af- 
ghan affairs and because of 
Tts belief that the talks will 
not produce a ceasefire, a 
top militia official said Sa- 
turday. 

The Taleban boycotted the 
talks because “Iranian au- 
thorities didn't observe pro- 
per distance from our af- 
fairs” and because the talks 
will not yield "concrete re- 
sults," said Mohammad 
Rabhani. head of the Tale- 
ban Council running the 
war-shattered Afghan capi- 
tal. Kabul. 

“We don't care if they 


(Taleban) don’t come, bur 
it’s a good opportunity for 
them. 'They've missed the 
chance," Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
said at the end of the first 
round of negotiations. 

He blamed the United 
States for Taleban’s boycott. 

“It seems that the trip of 
the U.S. official Robin Ra- 
phe I to the region was ef- 
fective,” he said. This was a 
reference to a meeting Wed- 
nesday in Islamabad. Pa- 
kistan's capital, between Ta- 
leban representative Mullah 
Wakil Ahmad and Ms. Ra- 
phe!. an assistant secretary 
of state. 

Meanwhile, the Iranian 
press Sunday poured scorn 
on the Afghan peace confer- 
ence, saying the Taleban 
Islamic militia's boycott 
had turned the event into a 
pointless farce. 

The English-language 
Iran News, which is close to 
the Foreign Ministry, said 
the second Afghan peace 
conference in three months 
"has no real practical signif- 
icance when the main bel- 
ligerent party is absent- 

"Conferences such as the 
current one in Tehran serve 
no useful purpose other than 
to damage our national 
prestige in international cir- 
cles,” the paper added, say- 
ing there was "no discer- 
nible positive outcome in 
sight.” 


The Tehran Times turned 
on Pakistan, which it said 

was the Taleban's main ba- 
cker, and said Islamabad 
had also undermined the 
conference by sending a 
low-key delegation. 

“Given that the Taleban is 
not free to choose the right 
path and Pakistan is practi- 
cally discouraging the 
group from seeking a peace- 
ful settlement, it is clear that 
holding talks and confer- 
ences ... will get nowhere,” 
said the paper. 

It said that "issuing state- 
ments” would not bring 
peace to Afghanistan, ad- 
ding that the "Taleban 
should be made to abandon 
military stategy under mili- 
tary pressure." 

The Jomhuri-Islami daily, 
which is close to Iran’s con- 
servative fundamentalist 
clergy, accused the govern- 
ment of “naivety” by invit- 
ing the Taleban. 

"It is not right that the 
United States, which is 
thousands of kilometres 
from here, tries to have in- 
fluence in Afghanistan 
while we. as a neighbouring 
country, remain voluntarily 
neutral and indifferent for 
fear of being accused of 
interfering.” said the paper. 

Shi’ite Muslim Iran is 
wary of the ultra-orthodox 
Sunni Muslim Taleban and 
Tehran continues to recog- 
nise the government of for- 


Saudi papers urge Algeria to 
crush militants with ‘iron hand 9 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
Saudi newspapers Sunday 
urged the Algerian govern- 
ment to crush an Islamic 
militant movement with an 
“iron hand” after negotia- 
tions failed to resolve the 
-crisis. 

The AL^opi daily called 
on “poKtical forces in 
Algeria to use a decisive 
method rather than dialogue 
which turned out to be a 
failure in the fight against 
terrorism. 

■The time has come to hit 
the sedition leaders with an 
irc>n hand.” it added. 

Al Bilad newspaper also 
called for tougher methods. 

"Because the extremists 
reject dialogue with the go- 
vernment . security steps 
must be bolstered and the 
grip around the extremists 
tightened to prevent them 
from achieving their goal to 
keep Algeria in anarchy and 
violence." it said. 

Meanwhile. The Algeria 
gmemmenl. a day after 
President Liamine Zeroual 
said innocent citizens were 
daily victims of "uneq- 
ualled terrorism." ordered 
its independent newspapers 
not to play into the hands of 
“terrorist propaganda." 

Le Matin newspaper 
reported earlier that sus- 
pected Muslim rebels killed 
59 people in more mas- 
sacres in hamlets near 
Algiers. 

Quoting villagers, it said: 
“Fifty-nine have been 
assassinated during this 
weekend in the centre of the 
country, mostly in Berrou- 
ghia and in the villages of 
Benramdane. Saouala and 


Baraki.” 

The Interior Ministry 
accused some papers of 
blowing up the death toll in 
massacres or of inventing 
killings and said this “plays 
into the hands of terrorist 
propaganda and its master- 
minds " ... . _ 

'The state will no more 
tolerate all these deviations 
which will be opposed by 
the clarity and rigour of the 
law." it said in a statement 
carried by the Algerian 
News Agency (APS) 
Saturday. 

Algerian authorities have 
draconian powers over the 
press but independent pa- 
pers have walked a tight- 
rope in giving details of kil- 
lings. uncleared by the au- 
thorities who until' recently 
repeatedly said only “resid- 
ual terrorism” remained. 

Algeria's main indepen- 
dent dailies all reported 
more killings in the conflict 
which broke out five years 
ago after the authorities 
cancelled a general election 
dominated by the Islamic 
Salvation Front. 

Lc Matin said more than 
250 people had been killed 
in the two weeks since the 
start of the Muslim holy 
month Ramadan on Jan. 1 0. 

In that period, bombs 
have blasted Algiers and 
other cities and residents 
have independently report- 
ed the slaughter of entire 
families, including infants, 
in isolated communities. 

Mr. Zeroual told the na- 
tion in a televised address 
Friday: “innocent citizens, 
of all categories, are victims 
each day of a blind terror- 


ism never equalled in other 
Limes or other places.” 

The Interior Ministry war- 
ning reinforced a 1994 con- 
fidential circular to editors, 
saying: “The publication of 
all information of a security 
-nature not covered by the 
. framework ot 311 officjal _ 
statement -or public press'', 
briefing... is banned.” 

In the five-year-old con- 
flict. many Algerian news- 
papers have been closed for 
up to six months for report- 
ing killings. 

More than 60 people wor- 
king for the media have also 
been killed in attacks 
blamed on Muslim rebels 
who accuse them of sup- 
porting the authorities and 
giving only the official side 
of events. 

Hocine Ait Ahmad, head 
of the opposition Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS) de- 
nounced Mr. Zeroual's add- 
ress. in which the president 
blamed foreign circles for 
manipulating “criminals, 
traitors and mercenaries” — 
Algerian terms for Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

"The slate is unable to 
ensure security and General 
Zeroual has nothing else to 
say after remaining silent 
for weeks but: International 
conspiracy." said Mr. Ait 
Ahmad, an independence 
war veteran living in self- 
exile in Switzerland. 

“How do they dare, after 
five years of a war that has 
killed more than 100.000 
people, to repeat old Sta- 
linist cliches?" 

Independent estimates put 
the number killed at 60.000, 


U.S. study says new evidence 
implicates Khmer Rouge chiefs 


NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(R) — The U.S. -funded 
Cambodian genocide pro- 
gramme has discovered 
enough new evidence to 
"clearly implicate" Khmer 
Rouge leaders in crimes 
against humanity during 
their brutal 1975-79 rule, 
the manager of the pro- 
gramme said Saturday. 

The new evidence also 
suggests the death toll 
might be closer 10 two mil- 
lion than the previous, 
widely believed figure of 
one million, said Craig 
Etcheson. associate re- 
search scientist in Yale Uni- 
versity's Cambodian Geno- 
cide Programme. 

’This removes any ques- 
tion of whether or not 
crimes against humanity 
were committed, and who 
committed them.” Mr. 


Etcheson told in an inter- 
view. 

The mass of information 
collected over the past two 
years includes gravesites, 
signed execution orders and 
documents on workings of 
the Khmer Rouge security 
service. 

But Mr. Etcheson stopped 
short of saying there was 
enough evidence to convict 
the Khmer Rouge leaders 
before a world tribunal. 
"These are questions for 
prosecutors and judges ins- 
tead of the mere bearers of 
information.” he said. 

Several top leaders of the 
“killing fields” regime are 
known or believed to still be 
alive and in territory con- 
trolled by Khmer Rouge 
hardliners, including Pol 
Pot, the leader of the group, 
his deputy Nuon Chea, no- 


minal Khmer Rouge leader 
Khieu Samphan. defence 
chief Son Sen, and feared 
one-legaed commander Ta 
Mok. 

Mr. Etcheson said the top 
leadership of the Commu- 
nist Party of Cambodia of 
1975-79 was "clearly impli- 
cated.” including former 
Khmer Rouge Foreign Mi- 
nister Ieng Saiy. 

Mr. Ieng Sary joined the 
Cambodian government last 
year after receiving a royal 
amnesty from a 1979 death 
sentence handed down in 
absentia for his role in the 
deaths of more than one 
million people under the Pol 
Pot regime. 

Mr. Etcheson said the 
researchers have a general 
policy of not commenting 
on individual cases, such as 
Mr. Ieng Sary 's. 


mer President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani which the Taleban 
ousted in September. 

The official Iranian News 
Agency (IRNA) had initial- 
ly reported that the Taleban 
arrived in Tehran Thursday, 
the same day as Mr. 
Rabbani and Prime Minister 
Guibuddin Hekmatyar. 

The Keyhan International 
newspaper cited an “uncon- 
firmed” report Sunday that 
the Taleban's Foreign Mi- 
nister Mohammad Gaus had 
later left Tehran after a viru- 
lent ami-Taleban speech at 
Friday prayers by promi- 
nent ultra-conservative 
Shi’ite cleric Ayatollah Ah- 
mad Jannaii. 

Ayatollah Jannati. in pra- 
yers at Tehran University in 
front of Mr. Hekmatyar and 
Mr. Rabbani. described the 
Taleban as “without feel- 
ings and merciless — they 
kill, destroy and do whatev- 
er they want.'' 

The paper added: “It is 
clear more than anything 
that Taleban is a creation of 
the U.5.. Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia.” 

The Taleban has accused 
its opponents of using peace 
talks as a breather for re- 
grouping their forces, and 
on Sunday Taliban forces 
pushed on with their offen- 
sive in northern Afghanistan 
and claimed to have cap- 
rured two districts in the 
strategic Ghorband Valley. 

Australia Day 
celebrated 
amidst rising 
racial tension 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Aus- 
tralians celebrated the 
209th anniversary of Bri- 
tish settlement Sunday but 
festivities-were once again 
. staged against a - backdrop 
" of rising tension between 
white and indigenous Aus- 
tralians. 

The year has been over- 
shadowed by a renewed 
“debate” on race and im- 
migration, a furore which 
was largely created by one 
woman — notorious inde- 
pendent Member of Parlia- 
ment Pauline Hanson, from 
the blue-collar seat of 
Oxley. 

Her depiction of Abori- 
gines as lazy, ungrateful 
and overindulged, and her 
warnings that the country 
was in danger of being 
"swamped by Asians” were 
token up enthusiastically 
by a significant number of 
Australians. 

One newspaper which 
recently held an “Austra- 
lian of the year" competi- 
tion was reportedly inun- 
dated with votes for Mr. 
Hanson, forcing it to ap- 
peal to the wider communi- 
ty for more nominations. 

Australian Governor-Ge- 
neral Sir William Deane, 
the queen's representative 
to the country. Sunday used 
his first Australia Day 
speech to call for reconcili- 
ation between black and 
white Australians by the 
year 2001. 

Sir Deane called the state 
of Aboriginal health ”a 
tragic story of sickness, 
suffering, dying and death 
of fellow Australians.” 

He said unless the issue 
was resolved, and genuine 
reconciliation strived for. 
Australians would enter the 
next century “as a dimin- 
ished people." 

"We won't achieve (rec- 
onciliation! until we reach 
the stage of basic justice 
and decency where the life 
expectancy of an Abori- 
ginal baby is at least com- 
parable to that of a non- 
Aboriginal one,” he said. 

Both sides of politics ag- 
ree the most important is- 
sue to be resolved this year 
is a complex and prolonged 
legal battle over indige- 
nous Australians' right to 
“native title” over land 
with which they have tradi- 
tional links. 

Media attention has also 
focused this week on Aus- 
tralia’s only urban ghetto, 
which is set to be partially 
demolished in an attempt to 
halt soaring crime rates. 



House Speaker Newt Gingrich answers questions from constituents in Roswell Saturday during one of thrM tovra 
hall meetings. Mr. Gingrich talked publicly for the first time about his unprecedented punishment for ethics viola- 
tions (Reuter photo) 

Gingrich defends honour before Georgia constituents 


MARIETTA. Georgia (Rj 
— House of Representa- 
tives Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich said Saturday that ad- 
mitting to ethics violations 
was the “most honourable 
thing to do” to resolve the 
issue and flatly denied 
deceiving Congress. 

In a series of public meet- 
ings in his home district, the 
Georgia Republican sought 
to defend his position as 
congressional leader and 
deflect criticism brought 
about by his unprecedented 
$00,000 penalty for ethics 
breaches. 

Mr. Gingrich, in his first 
public comments since the 
House voted a reprimand 
and the $300,000 penalty 
Tuesday, said he had made a 
mistake by trusting his 
lawyers to guide him safely 
through the complex con- 
gressional code of conduct. 

“1 trusted the law firm to 
have done the job right 
They didn't; do the job right 
and 1 didn't catch them, so I 
thought the most honou- 
rable thing to do when you 
have done something wrong 
is to say, ‘this was a mis- 
take.’” he said. 

“Saying upfront, this was 
a mistake, is the only hon- 


ourable thing you can do iF 
you've made a mistake.” he 
saidL 

Some 1.000 people atten- 
ded the first two meetings in 
Roswell and Marietta, 
which were marked by rau- 
cous exchanges between 
supporters and critics of the 
controversial speaker. 

Mr. Gingrich bristled at 
one constituent’s suggestion 
that the penalty could be 
considered a “fine" for in- 
tentionally deceiving Cong- 
ress. Instead, he said he had 
agreed only to being care- 
less. 

“There was no suggestion 
of intent to deceive. A mis- 
take had been made. That is 
the total of what I agreed 
to,” on the the report by the 
House Ethics Committee, 
he said. 

He added that he would 
never have accepted the six- 
figure penalty if it had been 
described as a “fine.” 

T would have fought a 
fine, because if the Ethics 
Committee, which is a non- 
judicial system, were in a 
position to destroy middle- 
class representatives you've 
got a precedent of enormous 
danger." he said. 

Earlier. Mr. Gingrich said 


he was the victim of a 
House double standard in 
judging ethics cases and 
that Democrats including 
minority leader Representa- 
tive Richard Gephardt had 
run into problems but have 
been let off lightly. 

He also noted that a num- 
ber of tax-exempt organisa- 
tions were able to keep their 
status despite political ob- 
jectives, singling out the 
Sierra Club which has stat- 
ed that his ouster is one of 
its goals. 

Mr. Gingrich said the 
media was partly responsi- 
ble for his ethics troubles, 
and accused Democrats of 
trying to keep public atten- 
tion on his problems in 
order to avoid talking about 
die “things that really mat- 
ter,” namely the Republican 
legislative agenda. 

He proposed that penalties 
be proposed against mem- 
bers of Congress who file 
frivolous ethics charges 
against their colleagues — 
with triple damages levied 
against those found to be 
"repetitively and malicious- 
ly” calling their colleagues 
on the carpet 

"David Bonior (Democrat 
of Michigan) and his 


friends have filed some 70 
false charges. How much 
have they cost the taxpay- 
ers?" Mr. Gingrich said. 

Mr. Gingrich supporters 
passed out handouts detail- 
ing his position on the 
ethics problem, saying the 
ethics panel had not found 
him in violation of U.S. tax 
laws and co , P -He his 
problems fn ourabi, -can- 
dals that Lave rocked *' 
White House. 

The meetings came as the 
53-year-old conservative 
and his allies struggled to 
weather a storm of contro- f 
versy in Washington raised 
by the ethics committee 
report and Tuesday’s 395- 
28 vote to reprimand him 
and impose the penalty. 

The committee made no 
finding as to whether Mr. 
Gingrich used tax-exempt 
funds illegally for partisan 
political ; purposes . in rhe 
form of his college course, 
but the speaker admitted he 
should have sought legal 
advice on rhe issue. 

Mr. Gingrich must now 
find a way to pay his six- 
figure penalty that would 
not arouse a new furore. 


Curse of interesting times grips Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — There 
is a Chinese curse chat con- 
demns the unwary to living 
in "interesting times.” 

For jittery Hong Kong, as 
it prepares for the transition 
to Chinese rule in less than 
five months, these are inter- 
esting and unsettling times 
by any standards. 

A week ago. China pro- 
posed emasculating Hong 
Kong's civil liberties laws, 
including pan of its Bill of 
Rights. 

Ignoring diplomatic warn- 
ings and public protests. 
Hong Kong leader-elect 
Tung Chee-Hwa endorsed 
the Beijing proposals. 

A Provisional Legislature 
to be installed by China met 
in the Chinese city of Shen- 
zhen to shield itself from a 
legal challenge from Hong 
Kong’s democrats. 

And Mr. Tung released his 
list of advisers, noticeably 
excluding members of 
Hong Kong's pro-democra- 
cy camp. 

A bright spot came when 
China unexpectedly re- 
leased Hong Kong newspa- 
per journalist Xi Yang Sa- 
turday, three years into a 12- 
year jail sentence for steal- 
ing state secrets. 

Mr. Xi’s parole delighted 
Hong Kong people, but ma- 


ny questioned China’s mo- 
tives. 

“While senior Beijing lea- 
ders may have wanted to 
create a more relaxed at- 
mosphere in the 157 days to 
the changeover by allowing 
Mr. Xi co return home, Bei- 
jing will have to do far more 
to dispel fears that civil lib- 
erties are about to be cur- 
tailed,” political commenta- 
tor Chris Yeung wrote Sun- 
day in the English-language 
South China Morning PosL 

Departing Governor Chris 
Patten, whose democratic 
reforms deeply angered 
China, welcomed Mr. Xi's 
release. But he stepped up 
the pressure on the provi- 
sional legislature that is ex- 
pected to dilute Hong 
Kong's human rights laws 
and ordinances. 

The 60-member provi- 
sional chamber will be ins- 
talled upon the handover on 
July 1, 1997 when the red- 
and-gold flag of China rises 
over Hong Kong, replacing 
the legislature elected in 
1995, 

In a stroke. China will 
have undone Mr. Patten’s 
reforms and excluded the 
democratic lobby from the 
chamber. 

The new chamber Satur- 
day chose as its chairman. 


the equivalent to the speak- 
er of parliament, a former 
colonial official who had 
switched allegiance to Chi- 
na. __ 

Rita Fan. 54. a former 
Hong Kong legislator and 
cabinet member and a key 
player in committees over- 
seeing the handover, re- 
ceived 33 votes to 27 for her 
only rival, Andrew Wong, 
president of the incumbent 
elected Legislative Council. 

Mr. Patten denounced the 
motion as a “bad day for 
Hong Kong" and said the 
provisional chamber had no 
“legitimacy, no credibility 
and no authority.” 

He challenged the provi- 
sional legislators, almost 
half of whom sit on the 
doomed elected chamber, to 
explain themselves to the 
people of Hong Kong. 

"Many of them actually 
voted for our Bill of 
Rights,” Mr. Patten said. 
“Have they all changed 
their mind?” 

“I think there’s one very 
simple question which has 
to be addressed. Is Hong 
Kong going to have the 
same freedoms after 1997 
— yes or no?" 

Mr. Tung, a conservative. 
Shanghai-born shipping 
magnate whose given 


names mean “build China.” 
said the proposed changes 
were necessary to strike 
“the right balance between 
individual rights and social^ 
order.” 

Mr. Tung said other states 
required permits for demon- 
strations and set limits on 
the overseas links of politi- 
cal groups, two of the chan- 
ges that are worrying the 
pro-democracy camp. 

His defence failed to con- 
vince the democratic lobby. 

“I don’t think we can be 
masters of our own house,” 
Yeung Sum, deputy leader 
of the Democratic Party, 
told reporters. 

“The Chinese Communist 
Party is master of the house, 
and Mr. Tung is the servant 
of the Chinese Communist 
Party,” he said. 

Mr. Tung Friday also an- 
nounced his inner cabinet of 
ad vi sere, or Executive 
Council, most of who are 
prominent in the pro-Bei- 
jing lobby and sit on China- - 
appointed panels and com- 
mittees responsible for the 
handover. 

“They fit Mr. Tung's style 
as he is also a conservative 
himself in his political out- 
look. ’ said the Democrat’s 
Yeung. 


British soldier hurt by suspected IRA bomb 


'Korean 
union 
threatens 
ipw strike 
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BELFAST (R) — An off-duty British soldier was wound- 
ed in a suspected Irish Republican Army (IRA) booby-trap 
bomb attack in the country town of Ballynahinch in 
Northern Ireland early Sunday. 

Security sources said he was slightly injured when his 
parked car exploded as he and two colleagues were close to 
it. “As he walked forward to check it, it exploded.” a police 
spokesman said. 

The explosion appeared to be the latest in a string of 
attacks on soldiers and police mounted by the banned IRA, 
British security sources said. 

The off-duty soldiers, believed to be from a nearby army 
base at Ballykinlar in County Down, had left the vehicle in 
a car park late Saturday night. 

"It was really only by vigilance that lives were saved,” a 
police source told Reuters. 

Ballynahinch is some 30 kilometres south of Belfast and 
and a short distance from Downpatrick where mortars were 
fired at security force patrol last week. 
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5E0UL (R) — The leader 
Korea’s outlawed 
tutioo. group, addressing 
*e largest protest rally yet 
Again st a new labour law. 
£un&yYofred to advance 
date of fresh strikes 
friTess the bill was 
gripped- 

“If bur demands are not 
met we warn we will 
jjaunch an all-out stoppage 
Originally planned for Feb. 
I^jearlierihan thaL," Kwon 

• Xbung^Kil told a crowd es- 
lynaied ,by organisers at 
’2C)b 1 000. : m Seoul. Police 
Apiif the size of the crowd at 
§gi5,000 and livitnesses said 
T the total was probably 
wd! Salunl.o somewhere in between 

iprrrrileniffl punish, , " f ** ° n - 5 

n ‘ 111 >"r tihics," public appearance since he 

? emerged from hiding at a 

fjf. cathedral with six union 

v * 1 1 1 UJgjJij deputies last Friday after 

i(| .. , , 4 threats to arrest them for 

"Icd^. organising almost four 

[' '' Hun r weeks' of strikes were lift- 

... 'hei?< ei 

' President Kim Young- 

*’ 1 ' “'"'.li ,u»r r Sara, bowing to domestic 
I **'■ ’ 1.111.1.411,^ pressure and stung by in- 
in, ‘ " ^ temafionaT criticism, last 

v ' ,! •/iii. ^ week agreed to send the 

l ’ !l11, 1 • • •« « ii.id nli,.:' controversial law back to 
hiii: 1:; .-I iii, m parliament for revision. 

..J But he insisted it would not 

i- • : be voided. 

The outlawed Confedera- 
11 .. J tion' of Korean Trade Un- 

i ' . v ^ v ions is maintaining its pres- 

■» . . .. sure on the government 

■ •. . % *!rnjat ^ one da ^ of strikes 

. , . ■ • . vl| ^ each week on Wednesdays. 

^ V Suoday's demonstration 

. s' , 00 a vast of con crete 

nmningpastSeoul’sfman- 
■ rial centre was jointly or- 

. . U, T S ‘ ganised by the confedera- 
1 K . ; vl ■ lion and the officially sanc- 
honed Federation of Ko- 
' rean'Trade Unions. 

•' ;WVr Many workers brought 
- 1 ‘ !, ' r F® -their familes along to chant 
11 ^gahs: sing protest songs 

' ' ‘I* ‘ind- ‘hurl 'iiis'ults at Presi- 

- JiniE "dent ‘Kim. Placards held 
aloft by the mostly good- 
■" hl natured crowds read “unite 

I' nw- in solidarity" and “repeal 

* !’■*' fc ,; the evil labour law.” 

’Iuik A squad of workers car- 
■ . iufi ried rwi poles with billow- 
“ ing red banners — tradi- 

IvrtW ^ ona ^ funerals 

l i It I IXUUji — bearing the wonis “de- 
mocracy is dead.” 

“Our cause is for ffee- 
''■ ! ‘ j£ r dora not only for 12 mil- 

„ . ^ lion workers but for all of 

South Korea’s -40 million 
people,” said Mr. Kwon. 

He accused the govem- 
\* > . ...i 'iiaC ment 0 f squandering mo- 

..... ■ i.& De y loaned to Hanbo Steel 

lliraf ! Corp, the country’s second 

laigest steel maker that col- 
••••■' '■ lapsed under a mountain of 

•. debt last week, instead of 

■ . supporting embattled small 
enterprises. 

Hanbo is seeking coun 

• receivership that would 
allow it to freeze payments 

> on debt of 5. 7 trillion won 

• • ' ($6.7 billion). 

_ “Who is kiliing the econ- 

• ' ’ omy? It is the government 

.. ' .y and Chaebol,” Mr. Kwon 

l said, referring to giant bu- 

• l,<1 siness conglomerates, inc- 

luding Hanbo Steel’s par- 

1 1 ent, the Hanbo Group, that 

■ . J emhusiasdcally back the 

new law. 

■ 1 ‘A The law makes it easier 
for firms to lay off workers 

l 'j t ,'f and replace strikers. It also 

■ ' ^rj maintains a ban on the con- 

I federation into the next 

.,4 century. 

! ' President Kim has indi- 

‘/iujI ■'! cated ke believes the ban 

' iv'i^ sbou,d ^* e lifted, but it is 

■ ‘ ' I not clear how far he is pre- 

s 10 compromise on 

. jlj other contentious issues. 

r v) 4 On Saturday confedera- 

J 4 tion official Chung Sung- 

4 ,[•. 1**1 Hee said the struggle 

ngrinst the law would go 
. on. 

Ie ft the cathedral to 
■ ' i . : . a yoid further inconve- 

l ', x .i.'A aience to the church. Our 
. ■ j ^niggle will continue until 

.. .1:1^ vicious law is made 

a v oid and a new law is in 
Place " he said. : 

* .Earlier, the main opposi- 
' i/f ^ on N 3t ‘ ona l Congress for 
, .-J ■' ’ifi-if New Politics softened its 

, u . : • - ' s tand- and said it was pre- 

( .|i ,|,,hL I pared to debate the law in 
- .jpjJ Parliament if the govem- 

< .> ^t apologised for its 

, 1 •!* ■■■ [ fo ^ed passage on Dec. 26. 
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Enraged Albanian demonstrators hurle stones at police in the town of Luslwje, 80 
kilometres south of Tirana Saturday. Violent protests against failed Pyramid Schemes 
have spread across southern Albania Saturday as demonstrators torched government 
buildings and attacked a senior minister (Reuter photo) 

Albania troops, police on 
alert as new protests loom 


TIRANA (R) — Tens of 
thousands of irate Alban- 
ians, facing the loss of their 
life savings in Pyramid 
Investment Schemes, took 
to the streets of Europe’s 
."poores t nation again JSuriday 
to’ demand state refunds. 

Troops were out guarding 
state buildings in Berat after 
the town hall was set ablaze 
Saturday, witnesses said. 

In the capital Tirana 
about 30,000 people were 
seen gathering near the Sel- 
man Stemiasi Soccer Sta- 
dium for a rally oiganised 
by the opposition Socialists. 

In a televised address to 
the Balkan nation, embat- 
tled Prime Minister Alek- 
sander Meksi promised his 
government would start pa- 
ying back investors’ depo- 
sits at the get-rich-quick Py- 
ramid Schemes from Feb- 
ruary onwards. 

“With the preparations 
made so far we may start 
the systematic distribution 
of the money from about 
Feb. 5,” Mr. Meksi said, 
adding the government al- 
ready had a stockpile of 30 


billion leks ($300 million) 
from two Pyramid 
Schemes. 

But the pledge did little to 
quell restive Albanians, ma- 
ny of whom have lost all 
they have in' schemes that 
offered high returns on rela- 
tively small deposits. 

Albanian President Sali 
Berisha has urged calm, but 
opposition Socialists have 
vowed to press ahead with 
protests. 

“We shall overthrow the 
government today at all 
costs.” one protester at the 
Tirana stadium said, adding 
that there were rumours that 
the ruling Democratic Party 
used money front Pyramid 
Schemes to fund their elec- 
tion campaign last summer. 

Police in Tirana were on 
alert and officers massed 
behind die stadium where 
the rally kicked off at 11 
ajn. (1000 GMT). 

Road blocks were set up 
on routes into the capital, 
witnesses said. 

Angry crowds set fire to 
government buildings in the 
southern towns of Lushnje 


and berat Saturday and state 
television reported distur- 
bances in six other towns. 

A crowd of about 5,000 
people roughed up Foreign 
Minister Tritan Shehu. the 
Democratic Party chairman, 
' in Lushnje. 80 kilometres 
south of Tirana, Saturday. 

Lushnje was calm Sunday 
morning. “People are peace- 
fully demonstrating in the 
streets today," a witness said. 

In the town of Berat, 120 
kilometres the army was out 
in force guarding state insti- 
tutions, witnesses said. 

“Army troops were seen 
guarding the state institu- 
tions which were not burned 
last night,” a witness said, 
adding people had started 
gathering in the centre. 

Thousands were also re- 
ported to be gathering in the 
southern town of Vlore, 150 
kilometres from Tirana. 

Last week the crowd 
broke windows of the town 
hall after the Gjallica In- 
vestment Scheme, which 
offered 1 1 per cent a month, 
failed to pay up after two 
weeks of suspended trade. 


Serbian police club protesters 

Hardliner enters government 


■jq 


BELGRADE (APj — Po- 
lice deployed throughout 
Belgrade clubbed demon- 
strators in five different 
locations, and at least 16 
people were injured, inde- 
pendent media and witness- 
es said Saturday. 

Pro-democracy demon- 
strators are using a new tac- 
tic against the thousands of 
police, gathering each eve- 
ning during the state televi- 
sion news at scores of 
spots. 

They drown out the offi- 
cial news in a Cacophony of 
noise and then march in 
their districts or toward stu- 
dents who have been facing 
riot police in central Bel- 
grade for six straight nights 
and days. 

Doctors at the city emer- 
gency hospital said they 
treated 1 6 people with head 
injuries and broken bones, 
according to the indepen- 
dent student-run Radio In- 
dex. 

The injured total was like- 
ly to be higher, because pro- 
testers are reluctant to go to 
hospitals and reveal that 
they are taking pan in de- 
monstrations. 

Reports suggested scores 
were bruised and battered 
either by police clubs or in 
the crush to escape police. 
The independent daily 


Dnevni Telegraf reported 
police action in five differ- 
ent districts of Belgrade. In 
new Belgrade, a police jeep 
drove into a crowd, it said. 

President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic signalled his determi- 
nation not to give in to the 
demonstrators and concede 
opposition victories in No- 
vember local elections. 

Authorities closed a local 
television station in Bajina 
Basta. a small town in west- 
ern Serbia won by the oppo- 
sition in November — 
another indication of Mr. 
Milosevic’s determination 
not to yield control of elec- 
tronic media. 

“Milosevic continues to 
strangle free media." said 
an opposition statement 
fiom Bajina Basta. Local 
supporters signed a petition 
demanding the reopening of 
the station and were send- 
ing a delegation to Bel- 
grade. 

Violence erupted in the 
central Serbian town of 
Kragujevac Thursday over 
police occupation of the 
local TV and radio station. 
A compromise reached 
Friday got the police out. 
but only on condition that 
the new opposition leaders 
in the town would not 
broadcast any political pro- 
grammes on radio or TV 


pending a court decision on 
who controls the station. 

Another ominous devel- 
opment was that Mr. Milo- 
sevic appeared poised to 
renew an alliance with ul- 
tranationalist Vojislav Se- 
selj. 

Mr. Seselj’s paramilitaries 
were among the most brutal 
Serb troops fighting in 
Croatia and Bosnia during 
the wars there. Mr. Seselj, 
leader of the Radical Party, 
is well-known for brandish- 
ing a gun in public. 

The independent daily 
Nasa Borba said Mr. Seselj 
and Mr. Milosevic met last 
week and Dnevni Telegraf 
said the ultranationalist had 
asked to become police mi- 
nister in a reshuffled gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Milosevic’s, ruling 
Socialists — the renamed 
communists — said in a' 
tough statement issued Fri- 
day that new “capable and 
creative people” would be 
brought into the govern- 
ment 

The statement smacked of 
the rigid orthodox commu- 
nism that is the hallmark of 
Mr. Milosevic's powerful 
wife. Miijana Markovic, 
but also stressed patriotism 
and nationalism in a way 
that indicated ties would be 
reforged with Mr. Seselj. 


Chechenya to choose between top 
rebel general and young radical 


GROZNY (.AFP) — Chechens will hold their first post-war 
elections Monday in a showdown between the top guerrilla 
general and a radical young commander branded a terrorist 
in Russia. 

The presidential and parliamentary elections are seen as 
vita] to returning peace to the tiny north Caucasus republic, 
which lies in rains after a 21-monih war to drive out 
Russian troops who entered the republic in December 1 994 
to enforce Russian rule. 

All five serious presidential candidates favour pursuing 
the independence from Russia that was first claimed after 
the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. but the battle 
between the two frontrunners indicates a deep split in how 
this should be achieved. 

There are no accurate polls, but most think the leader in 
the race is Aslan Maskhadov, the silver-haired chief-of-staff 
who proved a talented general, but also a flexible negotia- 
tor in ending the war, in which about 50.000 people died, 
according to the Russian human rights group Memorial. 

It was Mr. Maskhadov, 45, who signed an accord Aug. 
31, 1996, with then Kremlin security adviser Alexander 
Lebed agreeing to freeze any final decision on Chechenya's 
independence bid for up to five years. 

The Russians then withdrew, leaving the Chechens de 
facto independent. 

Mr. Maskhadov was seen as a hero by Chechens and few 
doubted he would be elected presidenL 

However, he has run a lacklustre campaign, shunning ral- 
lies and journalists, prompting speculation he fears for his 
life. Others say that Mr. Maskhadov, who was a colonel in 
the Soviet army, simply comes from a generation unused to 
public life. 

“I did all my campaigning during two years of war,” the 
reluctant statesman said in a rare press conference this 
week. 

Increasingly, Mr. Maskhadov’s thunder is being stolen by 
the war's most successful and spectacular battlefield com- 
mander — Shamil Basayev. 

Commander Basayev, 32, is everything Mr. Maskhadov is 
not: Young, hated in Moscow, and a natural politician. 

Campaigning from village to village in a convoy which 
includes mercedes. war-battered jeeps and a U.S. army 
Humvee, Commander Basayev has broadened his military 
image by wearing civilian clothes and talking about restor- 
ing the economy. 

To Chechens frustrated by the prospect of more drawn- 
out negotiations over the status of Chechenya, Commander 
Basayev's energy and determination are an inspiration. 

*1 want to decide on relations with Russia today. Freezing 
the status is freezing (a resolution) of the war,” he told sup- 
porters at a rally Saturday. 

To many Chechens, anything that is bad for Russia is 
good for them and Commander Basayev fits the mold. 

“I am going to vote for Basayev because he is the one the 
Kremlin doesn’t want.” Ramzan Akhmadov, chief editor of 
the Chechen state television station, said. Commander 
Basayev is wanted as a terrorist by Moscow for leading a 
hostage raid on the southern Russian city of Budennovsk in 
June 1995 and forcing the Kremlin to begin peace negoti- 
ations in Chechenya. 

The idea that he may become president of Chechenya has 


horrified the Russian parliament and Kremlin. Apparently 
bracing for the possibility, Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said that “whichever candidate is elected by 
the Chechen people, he'll represent the will of the people.” 

A total of 14 candidates are running for president, 
although only five are expected to gather a significant num- 
ber of votes. A second round will be necessan/ on Feb. 15 
if no one wins over 50 per cent Monday. 

Voters are also choosing a 63-seat parliament. 

The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) has sent 72 election observers, whose presence is 
seen as crucial for the credibility of the elections. 

Voting will be from 7:00 a.m/to 8:00 p.m. about 450,000 
people are registered 10 vote. 

Preliminary results will be in by early Tuesday, but offi- 
cial results will not be announced for five days. 

Meanwhile, Chechenya’s battle-hardened fighters are on 
full alert to protect foreign observers and to thwart any vio- 
lent disruption of Monday's presidential and parliamentary 
elections. 

The 440 polling stations will be protected by three rings 
of fighters — sentries inside the stations, outside and 
patrolling the nearby streets, said Chechen Interior Minister 
Kazbek Makhashov. 

The 72 observers from the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), who arrived ar Grozny's 
fortress-like airport Saturday, will be under the 24-hour 
watch of 144 Chechen bodyguards. 

When they go out to their observation areas Monday, they 
will work in pairs and provided with two cars. 

The OSCE headquarters in Grozny is packed with guards 
and the street has been closed off to traffic. 

Journalists, with their expensive satellite telephones, tele- 
vision cameras and computers, are also seen as potential 
targets and patrols of ex-fighters with Kalashnikov rifles 
have been set up for their protection. 

The OSCE has also organised a helicopter to be on stand- 
by for emergency evacuations. 

The elections, the first since Chechnya's 21 -month war 
ended and Russian troops withdrew, are vital to restoring 
stability in the shattered republic and the presence of for- 
eign observers is seen as key to giving the polls credibility. 

there are widespread fears of attacks by extremists in 
Russia or Chechenya who want to undermine the peace 
process. 

‘The situation is not particularly tense, but if something 
happens to one of the observers, it could throw the whole 
election in doubt,” said an OSCE diplomat in Grozny. 

In December, six International Red Cross workers were 
murdered in their sleep in the village of Novy Atagi, south 
of Grozny, in what many believed was an attempt to scare 
off election observers. 

For a week, there has been no clue to the fate of two Russian 
national television journalists who went missing on the road to 
Grozny, the latest in a long list of disappeared people. 

Mr. Makhashov met with Russian National Security 
Adviser Ivan Rybkin in Grozny Saturday to discuss the 
missing journalists and general security arrangements. 

Mr. Makhashov said that 2.570 Interior Ministry guards 
would be on duty to protect the polling stations, with 600 
men in reserve, as well as the other armed units. 


S. Korean newspapers dismayed by Japan summit 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean newspapers and com- 
mentators expressed dismay 
Sunday at a summit bet- 
ween President Kim Young- 
Sam and Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Has him o- 
to, saying it had failed to 
heal old wounds. 

Newspapers faulted the 
meeting for treading lightly 
over the most nettlesome 
issues between the Asian 
neighbours, including a ter- 
ritorial dispute and the issue 
of Japanese wartime sex 
slaves. 

And there was scepticism 
over Mr. Hashimoto’s apol- 
ogy for infl amatory com- 
ments made by his chief 
spokesman about the “com- 
fort women" who serviced 
Japanese front-line troops. 

“It is regrettable that is- 
sues from the past, such as 
‘comfort women’ and Tok- 


to, were avoided in the sum- 
mit” said an editorial in the 
Hankook Ilbo newspaper. 

Tokyo refers to a group of 
disputed islands, known in 
Japanese as Takeshima, sur- 
rounded by rich fishing 
grounds. 

“We cannot solve prob- 
lems by dosing our eyes no 
matter delicate they are. It 
could invite a bigger disas- 
ter later,” the newspaper 
said. 

Mr. Hashimoto and Mr. 
Kim met Saturday in the Ja- 
panese hot springs resort of 
Beppu. 

Kim Young-Ho, a professor 
of economics at Kyungbuk 
University, writing in a com- 
mentary in the Chosun Ilbo 
daily, said Japanese conserv- 
atives despised a mood of 
repentance among some of 
their fellow countrymen for 
wartime atrocities. 


“Hashimoto himself 
seems to belong to Japan’s 
conservatives,” he wrote. 

On the eve of the summit, 
Japan's Chief Cabinet Sec- 
retary Seiroku Kajiyama in- 
directly defended the use of 
the “comfort women" by 
saying there was a “social 
background" to the prostitu- 
tion. 

About 200,000 captured 
“comfort women” from 
Korea, the Philippines, Chi- 
no, Indonesia and Lhe Ne- 
therlands were forced to 
work in brothels for the 
Japanese imperial army. 

Earlier this month, public 
anger among Koreans erup- 
ted when the Asian Wo- 
men’s Fund, a private group 
set up in 1995 with Japa- 
nese initiative, paid money 
in compensation to seven 
ageing Korean women. 

Many South Koreans 


want the Japanese govern- 
ment to pay in an acknowl- 
edgement of guilt and re- 
pentance. 

“Japan should not try to 
play down the issue by see- 
king a private solution,” 
said Shin Ki-Ha, a history 
professor at Seoul National 
University. 

But the Hankook Ilbo 
newspaper praised an ag- 
reement on joint efforts to 
stop Taiwan from shipping 
nuclear waste to impover- 
ished North Korea. 

“The cooperation has 
made Taiwan’s act an object 
for international outrage,” 
the paper said. 

Mr. Hashimoto told Mr. 
Kim he shared South Ko- 
rea’s concern that a ship- 
ment of 60,000 barrels of 
nuclear waste to North Ko- 
rea could have an environ- 
mental impact. 


India displays military might at Republic Day 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India Sunday flexed its mil- 
itary muscle on its Republic 
Day amid high security, 
which passed off peacefully 
in Kashmir for the first time 
in seven years. 

A landmine blast, howev- 
er, occurred near the venue 
of Republic Day celebra- 
tions in Kashmir’s summer 
capita] of Srinagar after the 
event ended there but did 
not cause any casualties. 

In New Delhi, the military 
displayed a pilotless plane 
called “Lakshya" and a sur- 
face -to-surface missile 
named “PrithvT and 
wrapped up the two-hour 
show with fly-pasts and aer- 
ial acrobatics with Mig-29 
fighter jets. 

Some 9,000 defence per- 
sonnel, children and dan- 


cers participated in the 
event after artillery, tanks, 
and other heavy weaponry 
inarched past a World War 
II monument. 

The United States has 
asked India not to deploy 
the controversial missile sa- 
ying Prithvi could start a 
possible arms race in South 
Asia. 

It has a range of 200 kilo- 
metres and can carry a one- 
tonne warhead. Pakistan, 
with which India has fought 
three wars, has also voiced 
concern over the Prithvi. 

The pageant was viewed 
by President Basdeo Pan- 
day of Trinidad and Tobago, 
who was the chief guest, 
and Indian President Shan- 
kar Dayal Sharma. along 
with thousands of people 
assembled along the wind- 


ing parade route. 

Nearly 7,000 securitymen 
guarded the venue near the 
presidential palace amid 
fears that Kashmiri sepa- 
ratists could strike. 

The route of this year’s 
parade here was sealed off a 
week ago by the police. 
High-rise buildings along 
the route were searched 
overnight for explosives. 

India, which ended two 
centuries of British colonial 
rule in i947, was declared a 
republic on Jan. 26, 1950. 
The day is observed each 
year with military parades 
and cultural functions. 

The celebrations in 
Kashmir, where Muslim 
guerrillas had vowed to dis- 
rupt the function, passed off 
largely peacefully for the 
first time in seven years. 


But a landmine exploded 
barely 100 metres from the 
Bakshi Stadium after the 
ceremonial parade ended 
there, officials said. 

The explosion, which oc- 
curred after soldiers vacated 
the stadium, smashed win- 
do wpanes of a hospital and 
damaged fencing of a park. 
There were no casualties, 
the officials said. 

Before the blast about 
1 ,000 people witnessed the 
parade as hundreds of In- 
dian troopers stood guard at 
the stadium. 

For the first time, since 
Muslim insurgency broke 
out in Kashmir in 1989, 
Muslim separatists failed to 
disrupt the functions in 
Srinagar or in the state win- 
ter capital of Jammu. 


Sri Lankan heads for make-or-break local polls 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lanka is headed for a crucial 
local polls that will be seen as a referendum on the govern- 
ment's radical power sharing plan aimed at ending ethnic 
violence, officials said Sunday. 

Elections to 238 local government bodies will be held on 
March 27 and the vote outcome will decide the future of 
the devolution package unveiled by President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, officials said. 

Tf the government does well, you can be sure that we will 
put the devolution package to a referendum.” said a minis- 
ter who did not want to be named. 

The voting will be a vital popularity test for Mrs. 
Kumaratung’s government which came to power just over 
two years ago promising peace in this ethnically divided 


Mrs. Kumaratunga' s sweeping plan to grant greater 
autonomy to minority Tamils is being held up because her 
People’s Alliance Party does not have the required two- 
thirds majority in the national assembly to push it through. 

The president, a member of the majority Sinhalese com- 
munity, has vowed a “constitutional revolution” if parlia- 
ment blocks her plan to politically end the ethnic fighting 
which has claimed more than 50.000 lives. 

However, political sources said Mrs. Kumaratunga’s 
plans for a referendum may not materialise if her People’s 
Alliance Party fails to win an impressive share of the vote 
in March. 
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Illogical reasoning 


JORDAN’S PROTEST to Lebanon over the sud- 
den release of three Iraqi diplomats who confessed 
to murdering a Jordanian citizen in 1994 is legally, 
politically, and morally correct There is no way 
that the Lebanese government can convince us that 
the Jordanian protest constitutes meddling in 
Lebanon's internal affairs. When the case of the 
murdered Taleb Souheil is viewed in proper per- 
spective. the Jordanian indignation at the release of 
three self-confessed Iraqi murderers becomes all the 
more appreciated. The three Iraqi officials not only 
freely confessed to committing the crime, following 
their capture while trying to flee the country in 
April 1994, the Lebanese government was also so 
incensed at the refusal of Baghdad to lift their 
diplomatic privileges to face prosecution that it 
decided to break diplomatic relations with Iraq. 

The sudden decision by the Lebanese authorities 
that they cannot prosecute the three killers calls for 
deep concern. Their sudden about-face cannot be 
explained except in political terms. Otherwise why 
or how would they need three years to make a legal 
determination that runs counter to their earlier ver- 
dict that the three Iraqis are nothing but murderers 
who exploited their diplomatic status to commit a 
crime against a Jordanian national? 

The 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Privileges and Immunities was never intended to 
serve as a licence to kill. The spirit of the convention 
needs to be looked at and observed by all states. If 
diplomats are caught committing a felony, they are 
supposed to be prosecuted. Had Lebanon received 
assurances from Baghdad that the three “diplo- 
mats" would be tried in an Iraqi court on the basis 
of their confession and that they would be punished 
accordingly, we could perhaps understand the 
Lebanese government’s literal and strict applica- 
* tion of the convention. 

. There. Is nothing in the international treaty that 
suggests that diplomats implicated in a crime would 
escape trial and punishment. In this case, Baghdad 
has not offered any guarantees that their envoys wiil 
he criminally prosecuted in a court of law. Freeing 
self-confessed criminals would make a mockery of 
the convention in question, not to mention the com- 
mitment of all nations to fight terrorism. 

In any case, since when raising issues on terrorism 
constitutes interference in domestic affairs as Beirut 
now contends? Committing acts of terrorism and 
grave human rights violations is the concern of the 
entire international community. The era when 
states can hide behind absolute sovereignty to per- 
petrate serious violations of international norms 
on human rights is gone forever. Jordan has a spe- 
. rial stake in this case because the murdered man, 
! though Iraqi-born, was a Jordanian citizen. We 
j doubt that the Lebanese government would stay 
silent if one of its nationals was murdered by a per- 
son or a group of persons who enjoyed diplomatic 
immunity anywhere in the world. Diplomatic 
immunity is designed to aid diplomats conduct their 
legitimate duties and functions without interfer- 
ences. This is the true reading of the relevant inter- 
national law. Any other interpretation would sim- 
ply negate the intents and purposes of diplomatic 
privileges. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AN EDITORIAL in A1 Ra'i daily urged the Arab 
slates to unite and forget their differences in order to 
aid the Sudanese who are facing a new foreign con- 
spiracy against their nation. The war in Sudan has 
entered its second week, with no end in sight, the edi- 
torial says, adding that it appears that the conflict 
could actually spread to the Ugandan borders. All this 
seems to be happening while Sudanese delegations go 
from one Arab capital to another, seeking understand- 
ing and help for the nation’s plight, continued the edi- 
torial. Jordan was the first to respond to the cry for 
protection of Sudan's population and its territorial 
integrity, upon request from His Majesty King 
Hussein, says the editorial. Meanwhile. Nicholas 
Bunts. U.S. State Deportment spokesman, issued a 
statement saying that his country requested that neigh- 
bouring countries respect Sudan’s territorial integrity 
by abstaining from sending mercenaries or aid to the 
opposition, while a statement issued by the American 
embassy in Khartoum says that the current situation in 
Sudan is an internal matter, to be solved by the gov- 
ernment and the opposition, and that the U.S. is not 
obligated to intervene or attempt to halt the current 
state of belligerence. 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i pointed out the contradictory 


nature of one of Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz’s recent statements which savs that Iraa received 


.Aziz’s recent statements which says that Iraq received 
goods and serv ices in return for free oil it exported to 
Jordan. Fahed Fanek asks how the oil can be consid- 
ered as offered for free as long as it was bartered for 
goods and services from Jordan at the current interna- 
tional oil rates. The writer also wondered how Mr. 
.Aziz could start his statement by saying that Iraq has 
no debts to Jordan and end it by suiting that Iraq is 
ready to pay the debts. The oil Jordan receives from 
Iraq is repayment oflraqi. debts to the Kingdom. The 
writer points out that Mr. Aziz contradicts his own 
statement that Iraq gives Jordan free oil when in reali- 
ty Jordan pays for it with goods and services. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Will the euro replace the dollar? 


THERE ARE fears of cumulative global weakening 
because of the European Monetary Union (EMU) which 
will bring into physical reality, in January 1999, the euro: 
the manifestation of the European Currency Unit (ECU). 
Investors worry about the possible competition between 
the euro and the dollar while growth economists wonder 
what the effect of the euro on world growth will be in the 
coming three years. 

Additionally, while many countries around the world 
have made the dollar the most prominent component of 
their reserves (the world average share of the dollar in 
official reserves is 60 per cent), this dominance is being 
seriously challenged by the Deutschmark (DM), also a 
major component of the ECU. If the euro becomes as 
popular as the DM. international private investments in 
Europe will no doubt flourish. However, official reserve 
portfolios will no doubt have to change. How this change 
will affect the world, and especially Jordan, remains to be 
seen. A strategic awareness of the play of the dollar and 
the euro will help forecast Jordan's economic and mone- 
tary stability in the few years to come. 

The ECU is the product of a cooperative exchange rate 
agreement known as the European Monetary System 
(EMS) which, in March 1979, introduced the European 
currency unit (ECU) to be used as the official unit of 
account for budget transactions and as a reserve asset of 
the European Union. Presently, there are no physical 
ECUs, they are simply accounting entries whose owner- 
ship is determined by debits and credits to the financial 
accounts of the concerned business and institutional enti- 
ties. In many ways, the ECU is analogous to the Special 
Drawing Right (SDR) which is a composite currency unit 
issued by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The ECU was welcome internationally for two reasons. It 
consists of the currencies of the EU member nations, with 
the DM making up over 30 per cent of its value. In con- 
trast to the SDR, which has a dollar content of over 40 per 
cent, the ECU has zero dollar content Therefore, it has 
been widely accepted by private businesses as a greater 
hedge against the dollar than the SDR. Furthermore, the 
ECU is considered to be a very stable currency because of 
the commitment of the members of the EMS to stabilise 
the European exchange rates. 

Anneke van Dok, the Dutch minister for foreign trade, 
stressed that the role of the euro will be that of “a buffer 
against blows from outside the EU" and that “it (the euro) 
will help us (EU member states) weather blows that could 
result from our internal relations." In her view, the use of 
a single currency will enhance trade considerably as 
traders are freed from the impediments that different cur- 
rency transactions bring to cross-border activities. 

In the long run. the European Union will require fewer 
reserves once the euro is launched as the central banks of 
the European Monetary Union countries convert assets 
previously held in European currencies to the euro. 
Consequently, the share of dollar reserves will expand as 
the two currencies are pitted against each other. Or as 
they say in the world of finance: “as the two currencies 
are used to hedge against each other.” But is the econom- 


ic situation in the EU different from that in the U.S.? The 
answer is affirmative. 

The contrast between U.S. and EU employment and 
growth figures is a source of alarm to business strategists 
and financial analysts. Many of the countries in Western 
Europe are facing high unemployment, while the U.S. is 
undeleting one of the strongest economic recoveries it 
has had in decades, with employment hovering around 
the full employment rate and no signs of it slowing 
down. Therefore, when one of the trade giants is enjoying 
a high peak in the business cycle, the other will be in a 
low trough. 'Thus, with both economies diametrically 
opposed, it will be no surprise to investors that the mon- 
etary policies of both Goliaths will also be at odds with 
each other. Their currencies will be pitted against each 
other. 

In the immediate future, world output is expected to 
expand by 4.1 per cent in 1997, which is the best eco- 
nomic performance enjoyed since 1988 when the conser- 
vatives and their supply side economies ruled the world 
through their new old world order of chaos. This expect- 
ed growth rate surpasses even last year’s growth rate of 
3.8 per cent. However, the optimism will have to be car- 
ried by the U.S. alone, as EU members planning to join 
the EMU learn prudence and use conservative monetary 
policies. Many of die EU members are forced to reduce 
their budget deficits to meet the EMU standards. This is 
not an easy task, especially in countries that are suffering 
from high unemployment, such as France where the 
Chirac government witnesses a record 12.5 per cent 
unemployment rate. (Unemployment stood at 1 1.7 per 
cent at the time of Chirac’s election in May 1995). 

With budget cuts in the EU countries, consumers an? less 
likely to purchase products, especially with governments 
intent to close budget gaps. Yet budgets have to be tight- 
ened, which makes truly for a bitter medicine. 
Furthermore, it seems that the arena is empty of Japan, 
the world's third largest contender and a continuous 
source of headache to the other two. Tokyo is also expect- 
ed to restrict spending, which means that the budget of 
the Japanese government will be tightened and the eco- 
nomic recovery witnessed in Japan last year will slow 
down considerably; possibly to a downturn. In other 
words, the arena will only have two players. 

Jordan has to reduce the share of dollar in its foreign 
reserves in the long run. The present dollar share of 80 per 
cent will have to decrease as the euro becomes a reality 
and as it evolves as a true hedge against fluctuations of 
the dollar. In the short run, the increased demand for the 
dollar in Europe and the decreased demand for the dollar 
in the rest of the world will keep analysts wondering for 
a while. 

At the end of this labyrinth of international exchange 
rates, I am reminded by die words of Paul Samuelson, the 
great master of economic doctrine who said: “If you want 
to predict, predict a lot” Therefore, I will not forecast an 
outcome as one is usually tempted to do at the end of an 
analytical journey. I just hope that I have shed some light 
on a somewhat hairy issue. 


LETTERS : 


Jordan-German cooperation not nearing end 


To the Editor: 


I READ with interest Dr. H. Jorgan’s article 
“Europe-Near East cooperation: ‘The policy of the 


EU member srares is to respond as partners to the 
expectations of the Arab World’.” (Jordan Tunes, 
Jan. 26, 1997), that touches briefly on German 
cooperation with Jordan. 

Dr. J organ's appraisal of the German cooperation 
with Jordan and of its impact on the Jordanians is 
indeed very' modest. 1 have had the opportunity to 
interact with the cooperation programme with 
Germany for a decade and a half prior to my leav- 
ing government service in 1 987. I can say that the 
positive impact of German assistance to Jordan has 
been profound, and the cooperation programme 
itself has been consistent and sustained. The 
Jordanians will always hold in high regard the con- 
sideration and concern the Germans have demon- 
strated towards the Kingdom in good and lean 
times. It is with this feeling of a Jordanian that I 
allow' myself to comment on Dr. Jorgan’s illuminat- 
ing but modest article. 

Dr. Jorgan says: "Comparing the countries of the 


requirements of agriculture. This suggests that man 
can live by keeping good domestic hygienic stan- 
dards, drinking a bit, gardening around his house 
and washing his car. Tertiary consideration is given 
to his stomach needs. I have yet to meet a woman 
or a man who can maintain a living standard of any 
level doing just that Additionally, one has to 
remember that replacing current irrigation water 
with treated waste water will not assure sustainabil- 


ity of existing irrigated areas, nor would the quality 
of pure effluent be fit for use in unrestricted aKricul- 


of pure effluent be fit for use in unrestricted agricul- 
ture. 

Not only do some Jordanians advocate that, I have 
also seen recipes advanced Co Jordan by several 
lending institutions doing the same thing. I have not, 
however, laid eyes on any sober analysis of the real 


cost of reducing the areas of irrigated agriculture. I 
venture to suggest that this real cost will be higher 


Near East with each other, one’s attention is caught 
bv the extreme imbalances which exist regarding 


natural resources, fresh water resources and the 
capacity to generate revenue." While this observa- 
tion is half right, attention should be directed 
towards the population- resources equation for the 
countries of the region, the key factor behind the 
disparities he referred to. Jordan, in this regard, 
stands at “the bottom of the totem pole.” especially 
when it comes to renewable fresh water resource’s 
per capita. At a meagre 170 cubic metres per capita 
per year today (14 per cent of its need), Jordan is 
well below the absolute poverty line. 

Actually, the total water resources of Jordan have 
been fluctuating around a stationary average for 
over '20 centuries throughout which Jordanians sus- 
tained a good livelihood with an agricultural eco- 
nomic base. It is today's unprecedented population 
level and the requirements of good living standards 
that made the difference. 

2. Dr. Jorgan observes that the Near East region 
has a high rate of refugees, some 30 per cent of all 
world refugees. Averages actually distort the pattern 
of refugees distribution. One does not need to be 
reminded that the region's refugees are primarily 
the Palestinians that were evicted from their home- 
land in 194$. not to mention those that were dis- 
placed to Jordan in 1967 and in 1990. Again, on this 
score. Jordan takes pride that, among the countries 
of the region. UNRWA records show that it has been 
host to the highest percentage of Palestinian 
refugees. 

3. Regrettably, Dr. Jorgan states, as far as Jordan is 
concerned, that “the sewage system, as well as 
sewage treatment, enjoys special attention because 
only treated ‘waste’ water will be available for agri- 
cultural irrigation in the future." Such an outright 
conclusion is backed only by casual supply-demand 
forecasts for municipal and industrial water, without 


venture to suggest that this real cost will be higher 
than the marginal cost of supply of desalinated 
brackish water to urban areas. The cost of disloca- 
tion of people that have depended on irrigated agri- 
culture for millennia is not small, neither will their 
retraining to qualify for urban jobs be easy. In the 
meantime, the state has to cope with a category of 
“lost people." maybe another category of 
“refugees.” 

4. 1 was surprised by the size of the technical assis- 
tance package contributed by the Federal Republic 
of Germany to Jordan. Dr. Jorgan put this at one bil- 
lion Deutsch marks (DM) since 1977, audit is about 
the same amount as the financial assistance package 
ever since. I have a pretty good idea about me valu- 
able yields of the financial package and its socio- 
economic impact Electrification of the Jordan 
Valley, domestic water supply to the southern Jordan 
Valley and the Hisban-Kafrein irrigation scheme are 
but a few examples whose aggregate cost did not 
exceed DM 35 million. The returns from the three 
projects alone outweighs the returns from most of 
technical assistance package of one billion DM 
since 1977. 


5. Finally. I agree wholeheartedly with Dr. Jorgan 
m ihe EU priorities for the future, but I would like 


to suggest that the technical cooperation in agricul- 
ture with Jordan has nor reached the absorptive 
capacity of the Jordanians, as the article suggests. It 
should be at another starting stage at this age of bio- 
technological revolution. I further desire to suggest 
that the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) take the nec- 


essary measure to drastically improve the yield per 
one million DM of technical cooperation funds. It is 
good for Jordan, and it is better for the German tax- 


payer whom Jordanians hold in high esteem. 


Dr. Munther Haddadin, 
A mman. 


water allocation is for municipal water, followed by 
industrial water needs and.at the tertiary end, the 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication, however, should 
contain the writer's frU name and preferably address 
as well. Names can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the 
return of unused manuscripts. 


Human Rights File 


Domestic help 
has human 


rights too 


By Waited M- Sadi 


THE GOVERNMENT 
recently tried to re-reg- 
ulate the residency 
requirements . of 
domestic help being 
recruited from foreign 
countries, essentially 
Sri Lanka and the 
Philippines, by stipu- 
lating new ground 
rules on how they can 
be brought into the 
country and how they 


delayed is justice 

denied.” This also 

entails according the 
proposed bureau juridi- 
cal powers to investi- 
gate complaints on the 
premises as soon as 
they are received. 


Prosecuting employ- 
ers for violating the 
basic human rights of 
maids must also be 
judicially swift. In 
order to facilitate the 
administration of jus- 
tice in this domain, the 
legislation on the 
working conditions of 
maids must be detailed 
enough and in line with 
international standards, 
as prescribed by the 
International Labour 
Office (ILO). 

Jordan is treaty oblig- 


may stay in the service 
of Jordanian families. 

What the concerned 
authorities have notice- 
ably failed to do until 
now was to take effec- 
tive measures to make 
sure that once domestic 
helps are in the country 
they are treated 
humanely and fairly. 

It is common knowl- 
edge. after years of 
experience with the 
phenomenon of Sri 
Lankan and Filipina 
maids, that most of 
them work in slave- 
like conditions that 
solicit the least atten- 
tion from the state or 
concern from the pub- 
lic. 

It is a well-known 
fact that many of these 
people who are driven 
by poverty to leave 
their homes and loved 
ones to serve us long 
hours are deprived of a 
weekly holiday, that all 
human beings have. 


ated to respect and 
implement all the rele- 


vant ILO conventions 
on the employment of 
domestic help and any 
shortcomings on our 
part in that direction 
could be the subject of 
an international cen- 
sorship. 


“ Jordan is 

treaty obligat- 


with a majority of them 
literally locked in the 
premises where they 
work forwee^pu |end, 


ed to respect 
and imple- 
ment all the 
relevant ILO 


without ever seeingthe 
outside' worlcf.' 

The shocking allega- 
tions, that we all have 
heard and read about 
two years ago, that the 
honorary consul of Sri 
Lanka had a role in 
maid recruitment sug- 
gests that many of 


these women are sexu- 
ally exploited and mis- 
treated in every sense 
of the word. There is 
no other way of 


describing the fate and 
conditions of these 
people other than they 
are being treated as 
objects, deprived of 
every human right 
under the sun. 

Why, then, did our 
responsible people in 
government see fit to 
further regulate the res- 
idency issues related to 
domestic help but did 
not see appropriate to 
prescribe binding rules 


conventions 
■?"on the ‘employ- 
: merit of 

domestic help 
and any short- 
comings on 
our part in 
that direction 
could be the 
subject of an 
international 
censorship i” 


on how these people 
should be treated? Tnis 
overlook is, I believe, a 
big puzzle and a cause 
for ffl-eat concern. 

We need a legally 
binding code for the 
employment and treat- 
ment of domestic help 
in our midst as a matter 
of highest priority. The 
proposed legislation's 
scop would also deal 
with common com- 
plaints against some 
maids who are some- 
times accused of abus- 
ing the trust placed in 
them by either engag- 
ing in sexual activities 
or stealing from the 
houses in which they 
work. Admittedly, the 
behaviour of a number 
of maids ends up tar- 
nishing the good image 
of all the others. But 
this reality should not 
stop us from protecting 
the innocent majority 
from the “slave-like 7, 
treatment they are 
being accorded. 

For this purpose, we 
need a special bureau 
tor receiving and deal- 
jg s wilh complaints 

from either side. 
Redress of problems 
ansing from the 
employment of domes- 
tic help must be effec- 
tive and swift, in accor- 
dance with the legal 
adage that “justice 


At the same time, it is 
high time that local 
human rights groups 
take up the human 
rights situation of 
domestic help. No 
human rights organisa- 
tion is worth its name if 
it shies away from this 
burning issue. 

It is amazing that no 
local chapter of human 
rights associations has 
seen fit to start a cam- 
paign for the protection 
of the human rights of 
the girls and women 
who work in our hous- 
es. It is bad enough that 
the government has 
been woefully derelict 
in its duties in this 


regard. We, the people 
who are being served 
by foreign maids, 
should rectify thi s 


should rectify thi s 
ongoing shortcoming 
by starting forthwith a 
crusade to" protect them 
from abuse and visibly 
unfair treatment 
Otherwise, this double 
state-private neglect 
will continue to send 
the wrong message that 
all maids in this coun- 
try are not treated as 
human beings whose 
rights should be 

addressed. 

. It would be refresh- 
ing if we, the people, 
took the lead in this 
domain so that the gov- 
ernment may follow in 
our footsteps. This 
would be the people’s 
finest hour in the 
defence of human 
rights which we speak 
so much about. 
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A mystery no more: American team 
documents the remains of Roman Aqaba 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A SECOND season of 
excavations in 1996 by a 
team of archaeologists 
headed by Dr S. Thomas 
Parker of North Carolina 
State University (U.S.) has 
{irmly resolved the mystery 
of the location of the 
Nabataean/Roman/Byzan- 
tine town at Aqaba. 

Excavations elsewhere in 
Aqaba in recent years had 
uncovered the early Islamic 
town and a major settle- 
ment from the Iron Age — 
but the nearly 1-000 years 
in between have always 
been a blank spot in the 
city’s archaeological 
record. Dr. Parker’s work 
has now identified and par- 
tially exposed significant 
urban remains of the town 
that existed at Aqaba dur- 
ing the late Nabataean. 
Roman and Byzantine peri- 
ods. Among the most sig- 
nificant finds from his 1994 
and 1996 seasons are large 
sections of the fortified 
Roman-Byzantine city 
walls, a probable Byzantine 
basilica and cemetery and a 
Nabataean ceramics indus- 
try. 

Aila was the name of the 
city in the Nabataean- 
Rom an- Byzantine era (the 
Islamic era city has been 
called Ayla, spelled with a 
*y\ to distinguish between 
die two adjacent sites'). 

The mystery of Roman 
Aila’s location was height- 
ened by known historical 
references to the city that 
frequently played a strate- 
gic role in the geo-politics 
and commerce of this 
region. An Iron Age port- 
town known as Ezion- 
geber in the Bible existed 
in this region; it may be the 
^orient town , excavated 
. e^^this“ctfnWy at Tell ' 
Al Kheleifeh, north-west of 
modem Aqaba in the for- 
mer no-man’s land between 
Jordan and Israel. Tell Al 
Kheleifeh was abandoned 
in the 4th century BC, and 
there is no evidence of a 
Hellenistic occupation of 
the region between the 4th 
and 1st centuries BC 
(though Rhodian stamped 
jar handles from around 
200 BC found at Tell Al 
Kheleifeh hint at a Hel- 
lenistic presence in the 
area). 

Diodorus, writing in the 
1st century BC, mentions 
Aila as a Nabataean city, 
and in the early 1st century 
AD the Roman writer Stra- 
bo mentions Aila as a 
“polis", or city. Strabo 
mentions that merchants 
from Aila required 70 days 


to reach the southern Arabi- 
an Peninsula to get frankin- 
cense, a valuable commod- 
ity in ancient times that was 
much prized throughout the 
Levant. Arabia and the 
Mediterranean basin. 

Roman Aila would have 
been an important town 
because of its strategic 
location at the south-east- 
ern frontier of the Roman 
Empire. It was the terminus 
of a major trunk road built 
in the early 2nd century 
AD. the Via Nova Traiana 
(Trajan’s New Road), that 
linked Damascus and Syria 
with the Red Sea. At the 
end of the 3rd century AD, 
a Roman legion, the legio 
X Fretensis. was trans- 
ferred to Ada from 
Jerusalem; but there must 
have been a garrison to pro- 
tect the port city before the 
arrival of the 1 0th Fretensis 
Legion. 

In the Byzantine period, 
bishops from Aqaba are 
mentioned in the records of 
several ecclesiastical coun- 
cils, starting in 325 AD. 
and architectural evidence 
of church structures has 
been collected over the 
years. Aila was a popular 
stop for pilgrims en route to 
or from Mt. Sinai, with 
“eight staging posts” sepa- 
rating Aila from Mt. Sinai, 
according to one pilgrim’s 
report dated 570 AD. The 
same report mentions that 
ships from India sailed into 
Aila carrying “a variety of 
spices”, indicating that the 
port saw considerable com- 
mercial activity well into 
the 6th century AD. 

The site of pre-Islam ic 
Aila was first identified in 
1990 in a survey conducted 
by John Meloy, as part of 
the University of Chicago- 
led project on Islamic Ayla. 
;He identified 1 traces of mud 
brick’ ifcalls And Scatters of 
pottery and other artefacts 
on the surface of an area of 
some 40 hectares, lying 
within 100-500 metres of 
the shoreline. This area of 
Roman Aila is situated 
some two kilometres south- 
east of Tell Al Kheleifeh, 
and just north-west of 
Islamic Ayla. 

(One of the intriguing 
new mysteries at hand is 
why the historical settle- 
ment at Aqaba has steadily 
moved from the north-west 
to the south-east in the last 
six thousand years — from 
Chalcolithic Tell Maquss. 
to Iron Age Tell Al 
Kheleifeh, to Roman Aila, 
to Islamic Ayla, and finally 
to middle/late Islamic 
Aqaba around the surviving 
castle north of the modem 
port.). 


During this year’s two- 
month field effort the pro- 
ject “identified architecture 
and cultural remains span- 
ning a period of over one 
thousand years, from the 
late 1 st Century BC to the 
10th Century AD,” Dr. 
Parker told the Jordan 
Times in a recent interview 
in Amman. He says this 
confirms that a substantial 
Nabataean commercial city 
and port existed at Aqaba 
by the 1st Centuries 
BC/AD, with large quanti- 
ties of imported fine ware 
pottery, such as terra sig- 
i I lata. 

One area of the ancient 
town from its earliest 
Nabataean/Early Roman 
phase yielded mud brick 
walls still standing two- 
metre high in places, from 
probable domestic struc- 
tures with associated 
tabuns (bread ovens). The 
pottery included Nabataean 
painted ware, imported 
terra sigillata from the east- 
ern Mediterranean, and a 
reconstructable amphora 
from the western Mediter- 
ranean. indicating trade 
links with these areas. This 
same area, along with oth- 
ers, was reinhabited in the 
Late Roman period, per- 
haps as early as the mid-to- 
late Second Century AD. to 
judge from the remains of 
mud brick structures. The 
discovery of 25 tabuns in 
one area, along with two 
circular installations inter- 
preted as flour mills, sug- 
gests intensive baking 
activity, which went on into 
the early Byzantine period 
in the 4th Century AD. Late 
Roman/Early Byzantine 
vaulted mud brick tombs 
were uncovered in one 
area, along with contempo- 
raneous domestic installa- 
tions, including two tabuns. 
Eleven tombs have been 
excavated to date from one 
early Byzantine period dat- 
ing from the 4th Century, 
according to coin and pot- 
tery evidence. The east- 
west aligned tombs were 
simple rectangular struc- 
tures made of mud bricks, 
at the base of a one-metre- 
deep shaft. Many shards 
from imponed Egyptian 
amphorae were associated 
with this cemetery. 

Jordan's earliest church? 

Perhaps the most exciting 
discovery this year was a 
large, vaulted mud brick 
building that is tentatively 
being identified as a mid- 
4th Century church — 
making it the earliest 
known church in Jordan, 
and one of the earliest any- 


where in the world. The 
structure is aligned on an 
east-west axis and once 
measured at least 25 by 20 
metres; it had arched door- 
ways and vaults and some 
painted walls. Remains of a 
staircase suggest that it 
may have had a second 
story. Artefacts recovered 
from the building include 
many coins, much glass 
(from lamps?), metal 
objects and much pottery, 
including imported African 
red slip ware. 

“AH the architectural evi- 
dence, combined with its 
association with the adja- 
cent Byzantine cemetery, 
suggests that this was 
designed as a Christian 
basilica,” Dr. Parker said. 
He said rhat possible paral- 
lels are known from Egypt, 
where 5th-6th Century 
basilicas lack an apse at 
their eastern end, as does 
this building. 

Dr Parker adds that the 
plentiful Egyptian pottery 
“may imply the presence of 
an Egyptian Christian com- 
munity at Aila in the 4th 
Cenruiy, which would not 
be surprising since we 
already have literaiy evi- 
dence for a Bishop at Aila 
in the year 325 AD.” 

The earliest known 
“church” in the world, from 
230 AD, is a house that was 
converted for Christian 
worship at Dura Europus. 
on the Euphrates River. It is 
possible, though, that this 
was not a religious building 
but rather a civil basilica 
used as a Roman era law 
court. Further excavations 
wiH clarify this. 

City wall uncovered 

The town of Aila was for- 
tified, or probably reforti- 
fied. by a substantial, city, 
wall with projeeupg : tpwers- 
in the 4th or 5th century 
AD. These fortifications 
might be associated with 
the 10th Fretensis Legion 
of Roman troops, which is 
known to have been moved 
to Aila in 300 AD and to 
have remained there from 
the end of the 3rd to at least 
the early 5th Century AD. 
With 1.000 troops and their 
families, they would have 
represented a substantial 
injection into the local 
economy. 

The Roman-Byzantine 
fortification wall, which 
averaged 1.10 to 1.40 
metres thickness and was 
preserved to a height of two 
metres, has been uncovered 
along a total length of over 
100 metres. It was inter- 
rupted by rectangular tow- 
ers that projected out some 



An excavated fragment of a marble cross from a Byzantine church 


four metres. The lack of 
internal structures in the 
lower portion of the tower 
suggests the tower was 
intended only as an elevat- 
ed Fighting platform. 

... The fortifications seem to 
1 4iave fallen into some disre- 
pair by the Late Byzantine 
period (6th/early 7th cen- 
turies AD), and the city 
wall was extensively 
robbed of its stones, as the 
focal point of human activ- 
ity shifted to the new Early 
Islamic urban quarter 
immediately to the south- 
east of Roman-Byzantine 
Aila. The earlier site con- 
tinued to be inhabited, 
though, as shown by sever- 
al domestic areas dating 
from the Late Byzantine, 
Uraayyad and early 
Abbasid periods. 

Mud brick domestic com- 
plexes typically comprised 
several rooms built around 
a paved courtyard, with 
artefact remains such as 
common ware pottery, 
glass and animal bones. 
The excavations revealed 



A view looking south, showing a section of the 4th-5th century (early Byzantine) town wall with a tower, and , to right of photo, excavation trench- 
es with the remains of the possible early Byzantine basilica. (Photos by Jonathan Tedder) 


several phases of stone 
walls, mud brick walls and 
associated floors, with evi- 
dence of domestic (tabuns) 
and industrial installations 
(clay mixing pitsj. One 
area had remains of sub- 
stantial Umayyad period 
stone and mud brick houses 
laid out on both sides of a 
street, beneath which was a 
stone-lined well fed by a 
ceramic drainpipe from the 
street 

The evidence suggests to 
Dr. Parker that there may 
have been domestic and/or 
industrial “suburbs” out- 
side the early Islamic city 
walls, some of which stood 
on the site of the former 
Roman/Byzanrine town. 
One such area was aban- 
doned after the 8th century 
and was used as a munici- 
pal dump by the new Islam- 
ic town. 

In an area almost directly 
west of Islamic Ayla, some 
1 00 metres from the coast- 
line, the team uncovered a 
late Abbasid domestic com- 
plex built on top of earlier 
Umayyad remains. Just 
over four metres below the 
modem ground surface 
they hit the water table and 
had to stop digging. 
Whether the Byzantine city 
extended this far south is 
not clear, but is likely in 
view of the increasing 
amount of Byzantine pot- 
tery that was found as the 
trench extended deeper into 
the earth. The sea level has 
risen some two metres 
worldwide since the 
Roman period, and thus it 
is likely that another full 
metre of occupational 
remains may now be lying 
underwater. The deep 
deposits clearly suggest. 
Dr Parker said, that the 
Byzantine city continued to 
experience extensive occu- 
pation until late Abbasid 
times. No evidence of 
Fatimid period habitation 
has been found in the exca- 
vation areas (as were found 
inside Islamic era Ayla next 
door). 


Industrial smelting 

Die excavations also 
uncovered evidence of 
metal and ceramic smelting 
in the Roman/Byzantine 
period — not surprising, 
given the substantial evi- 
dence for copper smelting 
throughout the Wadi Araba 
in many ancient periods. 
The 1994 dig had docu- 
mented copper ore and 
slag, bronze and copper 
objects and some iron slag, 


all of which provide clues 
to the ancient city’s econo- 
my. Many glass fragments 
suggest that the city also 
may have supported a glass 
indusuy. 

This year’s work revealed 
several thick beds of clay 
that were mined in pits’ to’ 
feed ancient ceramics 
industries in the 
Nabataean/Early Roman 
period. One excavated area 
yielded a pithos (elongated 
storage jar) filled with nat- 
ural clay, along with much 
ceramic slag and kiln 
wasters, suggesting the 
remains of an ancient local 
pottery industry. The find is 
significant because it may 
be the only known example 
of Nabataean common 
ware production outside of 
Petra (though there is also 
evidence of Nabataean pot- 
tery production at Udruh, 
east of Petra, and at 
Oboda/Avdat in the 
Naqab/Negev desert). 
Nabataean fine wares at the 
site were imported from 
Petra. This area, towards 
the north of the Roman- 
Byzantine town, seems ro 
have been abandoned after 
the 3rd Century AD. There 
is genera] evidence that the 
town’s focus of occupation 
shifted towards the south 
by the 4th Century AD. 

Complex, vibrant 
economy 

From the information 
obtained so far from the 
excavations, the Byzamine- 
Roman city’s economy is 
now known to have com- 
prised a combination of 
metalworking and ceramics 
industries, extensive trade 
with East Mediterranean 
partners, and some local 
agriculture and fishing. 
"The city had a complex, 
vibrant economy that flour- 
ished well into the Islamic 
period," Dr Parker said, 
adding thar the economy 
also benefited from holy 
pilgrim traffic. Roman- 
Byzantine military' pay- 
rolls. and perhaps inflows 
of livestock from surround- 
ing pastoral areas. 

Regional trade is attested 
by many red wares (plates 
and dishes) originating 
from Turkey, Cyprus and 
Tunisia, as well as amphora 
(shipping/storage jars). 
Commodities from east and 
west that passed through 
the port-town included 
wine, oil, garum (fish 
sauce), grain, glass, marble, 
metal, spices, stone vessels, 
and luxury goods. 

Several of the excavated 
areas are privately owned. 


including the apparent 4th 
Century basilica. Vacant 
lots known to contain 
remains of 

Nabataean/Roman/Byzan- 
tine. Aila are possibly 
threatened with destruction 
’ due to” itoitim'ercial, rfesi- 
dential or street construc- 
tion projects. Dr Parker 
stressed the cooperation he 
received from the Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA). 
which has altered some city 
development masterplans 
in order to preserve antiqui- 
ties that were discovered by 
the projecL The ARA has 
also designated some plots 
of land with archaeological 
remains (including parts of 
the Byzantine city wall and 
a Byzantine cemetery) as 
archaeological parks that it 
will develop in future. 

The survey evidence 

The 1996 survey survey 
of the southern Wadi Araba 
recorded a total of 75 
ancient sites, bringing the 
total identified in two sur- 
vey seasons to 234 sites. 
Artifacts date principally 
from the Middle and Upper 
Paleolithic. Chalcolithic. 
Early Bronze, Early 
Roman/Nabataean, Law 
Roman, Eariy/Late Byzan- 
tine and Umayyad periods. 
Among the striking new 
discoveries was a segment 
of a paved, three-metre- 
wide ancient road south of 
Ghrandal. running for sev- 
eral kilometres in a 
north/south direction. The 
survey has also located an 
ancient stone quarry near a 
small, unexcavated, late 
2nd century AD Roman 
fort in an area north of 
Aqaba called Qaa' es- 
Sa’adiyeen, with five unin- 
scribed milestones. 

The Roman Aqaba Pro- 
ject has been sponsored by 
North Carolina State Uni- 
versity and is affiliated 
with the American Schools 
of Oriental Research 
(ASOR). and the American 
Center of Oriental 
Research (ACOR) in 
Amman. Funding has come 
from the National Endow- 
ment for the Humanities, 
the National Geographic 
Society, the Joukowsky 
Family Foundation, the 
Lockheed Martin Corpora- 
tion, the Samuel H. Kress 
Foundation, North Carolina 
State University, the Kyle- 
Kelso Foundation, and sev- 
eral private donors (all 
from the USA), with the 
cooperation and support of 
the Jordanian Department 
of Antiquities and the 
Aqaba Regional Authority. 




8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 27, 1997 


Jordan stands out as biggest investor 
in economic and social development 


Arabs keep spending high 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab countries are 
spending more than a 
quarter of their total 
expenditure on defence 
despite budget deficits 
caused by lower 
income. 

According to official 
figures, spending on 
arms purchases, 

defence and security in 
the 22-member Arab 
League accounted for 
25.(Tl per cent of their 
total 1995 expenditure 
of around $156.69 bil- 
lion. 

The level has 
remained high over the 
past decade' despite a 
sharp decline in their 
revenues mainly 

because of a drop in oil 
prices. 

The crude export earn- 
ings of Arab oil produc- 


per cent in the oil-rich 
Gulf and Syria, which 
has fought several wars 
against Israel and has 
yet to reach a peace 
agreement with it. 

In terms of the size of 
defence expenditure. 
Saudi Arabia remained 
on the top of the list. Its 
defence and security 
spending accounted for 
31. OS per cent of its 


with crippling sanctions 
for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia 
and its partners in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council (GCC) 


have sought to bolster 
their armies since the 


total 1§95 expenditure 
of around $40 billion. 


ers pi united to nearly 
S97.S billion in 1995 


from around $212 bil- 
lion in 1981. when oil 
prices were as high as 
$30 compared with 
SI6.80 in 1995. 

In its 1996 annual eco- 


nomic and social report, 
the Cairo-based Arab 


League said defence 
and' security spending 
was high in all AraB 
states but it exceeded 30 


meaning the Gulf king- 
dom spent nearly $1274 
billion on the military 
sector. 

Oman emerged the 
biggest defence spender 
in 'the Gulf in compari- 
son to its total expendi- 
ture, with a ratio of 43.3 
per cent in 1995. 

Defence spending 
stood at 36 per cent in 
Qatar. 32.7 per cent in 
the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), 29.2 per 
cent in Kuwait and 27.6 
per cent in Bahrain. 

The 360-page report, 
released by 'the Abu 
Dhabi -based Arab Mon- 
etary Fund (AMF), gave 
no figures for Iraq, 
which 'was the biggest 


1990-91 Gulf conflict. 

The report did not 
include figures on arms 
purchases by the GCC 
but military experts 
estimated them at more 
than $2 billion a year. 

It also provided no 
figures on Syria’s 
defence expenditure for 
1995 but it totalled o4.5 
per cent annually in the 
irevious four years, the 


Highest in the Arab 


highest 

World. 


Defence and security 
high 


spending was also 
in Yemen. Jordan and 


Libya in 1995. standinj 
at 41.5 per cent. 


Arab defence spender 
before the United 


Nations punished it 


anding 
, 32.7 
per cent and 27.8 per 
cent respectively. It 
amounted to 25.5 per 
cent in Morocco. 18.66 
per cent in E°ypt. 22.2 

? er cent in Mauritania. 
0.5 per cent in Algeria 
and 17.7 per cent in 
Tunisia. 

No figures were avail- 
able for Somalia. 
Lebanon and Djibouti 
while defence expendi- 


ture accounted for 14.5 
per cent in Sudan, 
whose coffers and army 
have been battered by a 
decade-long civil war in 
the south. 

Between 1990 and 
1995. Arab govern- 
ments pumped an aver- 
age 25 per cent of their 
spending into defence 
and security, meaning 
such expenditure 

totalled nearly $245.9 
billion during that peri- 
od. 

The report, prepared 
by the Arab League 
Secretariat, the AMF 
and two other regional 
institutions. showed 
Arab spending on social 
services accounted for 
23.8 per cent and eco- 
nomic development for 
9.1 per cent in 1995. 

Spending on general 
services stood at 21.5 
per cent and the rest 
was classified as other 
expenditures. 

Jordan emerged as the 
biggest investor in eco- 
nomic and social devel- 
opment in 1995, with 
spending of around 33 
per cent. Sudan was at 
the bottom of the list, 
with 17.2 per cent. 


Egyptian oil supplies to Israel drop 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israel 
slashed by more than 25 
per cent its purchase of 
oil from Egypt in 1996 as 
relations 'between the 
two countries worsened 
over the stalled Middle 
East peace process. 

“Israel usually imports 
two million tonnes of 
crude oil, but last year it 
only bought 1.4 million," 
Egyptian Oil Minister 
Hamdi AI Banbi said, 
without giving any rea- 
sons for the reduction. 

This was the first time 
that Egypt saw a drop in 
oil exports to Israel since 


the two countries signed 
a peace treaty in 1979. 
Egypt is the main suppli- 
er of crude oil to the Jew- 
ish state. 

In addition, Mr. Banbi 
said that after concluding 
an accord in principle in 
1996 to export Egyptian 
natural gas to Turkey, “it 
is not yet decided 
whether Envoi will 


export gas to Israel. 

“Israel 


has a strong 
interest in importing 
Egyptian gas because of 


the proximity" between 
the two countries, and 
“Egypt is not opposed to 


selling it to the Jewish 
state. 

But he added the cur- 
rent '‘Israeli government 
has given “priority to the 
demolition of (Palestin- 
ian) houses and the con- 
struction of (Jewish,) set- 
tlements and has not had 
time to decide if it wants 
to import gas from 

%e Egyptian minister, 
however.* said the door 
was still open to con- 
cluding a gas accord with 
Israel, which has said 
that the prices set by 
Cairo were too high. 


British economy strides out — OECD 


PARIS (AFP) — A glowing 
picture of strong growth, 
low inflation and falling 
unemployment in the 
British economy was 
recently presented by the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD). 

The British economy is 
accelerating . and should 
grow at an average rate of 
3.0 per cenr-per year from 
the mid 1996 to I99S, the 
OECD said. 

Gross domestic product 
iGDP) should grow by 2.4 
per cent in 1996. by 3.3 per 
cent in 1997 and by 3.0 per 
cent in 1998. the report said. 

The organisation revised 
upwards figures published 
in May that forecast growth 
of 2.0 per cent in 1996 and 
2.75 percent in 1997. 

The unemployment rate 


might fall to 7.6 per cent in 
1996 from 9.2 per cent in 
1 994. and to 7.0 per cent in 
1998. 

In the second half of 1998 
the rate might fall to 6.9 per 
cent, the report said 

The state of employment 
continued to improve but at 
a slow er rate than since the 
beginning of 1995. 

The amount of pan-time 
work had increased rapidly 
in recent years and the num- 
ber of hours worked had 
grown by less than the num- 
ber of people in work. 

Public finances had been 
strengthened gradually but 
further progress was neces- 
sary in the expected public 
sector borrowing require- 
ment to achieve the target 
set by the government of a 
balanced budget in the 
medium term. 


Inflation should be less 
than 2.5 per cent in each of 
the next two years owing to 
a sharp rise of the value of 
sterling and a firming of 
interest rates. 

Competition was strong, 
forcing companies to con- 
trol costs and prices, and the 
growth of labour costs was 
remarkably low. the OECD 
said. "■** ■-/ 

Profit margins had" 
increased owing to big 
gains in productivity and a 
recent fall in the prices of 
non-energy raw materials. 

The rise of production 
prices had slowed down to 
about 1.5 per cent in Sep- 
tember which was the low- 
est figure for 29 years. 

Private consumption, 
which should grow by 2.9 
per cent in 1996. would 
grow by 3.7 per cent next 
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ACROSS 

Gambol 

Dupe 

Take forty winks 

Part of T.A.E. 

Strident 

Acknowledge 

Approach 

Chalcedony 

Decrease 

gradually 

Certain boarding 

places 

“Batman" 

character 

Lodge member 

French 

philosopher 

Corsican patriot 

— about town 
insurgent 
Early settler in 
Britain 

Arrangement 

Nothing 

Levy 

Greatest degree 
Long long — 
Ledger entry 
With assiduity 
Was concerned 
Singer Davis 
Established 
Attach 

— in (confine) 
Altar space 
Tranquil 

Unfeeling 
Actor David 
Legislator Sonny 
Lake port 
African capital 
Othello's “friend" 
Put on 
Boredom 
Porters 
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by William Canine 


DOWN 

1 Scuttled 

2 Swiss painter 

3 A “terrible" czar 

4 Irish patriot 

5 Classroom need 

6 Beldams 

7 Time span 
& Enormous 
9 Possessive 


10 Loitered 

11 Ellipse 

12 Region 

13 Pitcher 

21 Part of T.S.E. 
23 

Rosenkavalie^ 

25 Woodwind 
inventor 

26 Funk 

27 Ekberg 

28 Peeping Tom 

29 Mexican 
emperor 

31 Trounces 

32 Colonel's 
insignia 

33 Actor 
Christopher 

35 Downhearted 

36 Pick at 

41 Sailing vessel 
44 Ramble 
46 Remiss 
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47 Site of 
Windhoek 
49 Pilot's award 

53 Barrier 

54 Red River city 

55 Munch 

56 Leporid 


57 Oratorio high 
point 

58 Site of Cuaco 

59 Paddock baby 

60 “Picnic” author 

61 Dove sounds 
64 Coq au — 


year and by 3.0 per cent in 
1998, the OECD forecast. 

It was stimulated by 
growth of confidence, 
sound family finances, 
recovery of the housing 
market and low interest 
rates. 

Manufacturing output had 
strengthened slightly owing 
ro a growth of orders and 
improvement of confidence ■ 
among business ieaders. 

' Investment which was 
expected to grow by 3.4 per 
cent in 1996, should accel- 
erate sharply in 1997 and 
1998 to 6.3 per cent. 

The strongest growth, of 
9.0 percent in 1997 and 6.9 
per cent in 1998. was 
expected in the sector of the 
construction of homes. 

Other types of private 
investment were expected to 
grow by 8.1 per cent in 
1997 and 7.3 per cent in 
1998- 

Public investment which 
had fallen by 13.6 per cent 
in 1996, would fall by 4.6 
per cent in 1997 and then 
grow by 0.9 per cent in 
1998. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rales 


Prices as at 2(5/01/97 20:18 



ESI 

13131 


mm 

W3S 


sum 


MMM 

US Dollar 

- 

1.6280 

0.6135 

1.4080 

1 18.70 " 

1.3488 

1588.35 

1.82mH 

5.4860 

.DEMark 

0.6143 

- 

0J764 

0^648 

72.90 

0.8280 

975.05 

1.1232 

3.3691 

CB Stcrlling 

1.6300 

2.6545 

- 

2.2900 

194.10 

2.1985 

2589.01 

2.91109 

8.9422 


0.7102 

115.54 

Q.4351 

. - 

84.28 

0.9573 

1127.29 

130.1.1 

3.8935 

JP Yen 

0.0084 

1.3704 

0.5161 

1.1852 

. 

1.1354 

13.37 

153.94 

4.6178 

••'*CA Dollar ' 

0.7414 

1.2257 

04526 

1.0675 

1.14 

. ■ 

1 194.00 

1J768 

-4,1.345: 

IT Lin 

0.0006 

1.0243 

0.3858 

0.0886 

1339.76 

0.8486 

- 

11.51 

3.4517 

NL Guilder • . 

0.5468 

88.99 

0JS351 

76.99 

64.87 

0.7373 

868.19 


2.9986. 

FR Franc 

0.1823 

0.2967 

0.1117 

25.6560 

21.62 

0.2458 

33.32 

33.3200 

- 


Mid-East Currencies 




wm 





Brent 

23.35 

23.75 


Sa Rii-al 

0.2666 

0.4344 

0.16359 

0.3757 

31.6776 

IV. Ttui 

: 23.80 

23.80 


AE Dirham 

0^723 

0.44356 

0.16705 

0.38366 

32.3488 

Bony 

23.35 

23.75 


KW Dinar 

3.3156 

SA0249 

2.03417 

4.67071 

393.856 

Dubai' 

.20.A2 

20.58 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4J32152 

1.62734 

3.73692 

315:i59. 

ULCas 

207:00 

209.00 


CY Pound 

2.0374 

3.3169 

1^492 

2.6087 

241 ^39 


Metal Prices 


Metal 

: Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz's) 

352.7 

353.2 

. Silver (>a‘s) '. 

4.97 

4.99 

Platinum (o^'s) 

358.25 

359.25 

'ALf3 Month*) 

1639 

1642 

CU (3 Months) 

2253 

2258 

Zinc p Months) 

1135 

1139 

Lead p Months) 

697 

700 

' NT P Months) 

■ 7280 

7290 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Period - 1- - 3 - -8 - -1 

Cflcy Mpotba.Months Moi 


USD 

GBP 

JPY 

DEM 

FRF 

CHF 

ITL 




543 

5.56 

5.08 

541 

6J2 

6.25 

6.56 

€3»6 

6.75* 

0.50 

0.29 

0.32 

0.31 

043 

2.91 

3.03 

3.03 

2.91 

3.08 

3.25 

3.25 

3.23 

3.25 

325 

1.56 

1.56 

1.53 

M.82. 

.'1.68. 

7.27 

7.08 

6.77 

6.53 

646 
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DOW JONES 

B696.48 

-5927 

-0.88 

6759.98 

6662.23 



SiP 500 

770.52 

■7.04 

-0.91 


768.17. 

777 J6 


FT-SE 100 

4218.8 

-52.7 

-123 

E !j 

4215.7 

4271.5 


NIKKIE 225 

17689.36 

-220.1 

-123 

178932 

175412 

17909.5 


CAC 4U 

2430.34 

-30.91 

-126 

2442.49 

2422.8 

246125 


DAX 

299824 

-3522 

-1.16 

3006.78 

299027 

3033A6 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity . 


Dcti'ciy. . 

: Cocnii (S/twi) 

. 1330 

Spot 

Sugar (S/tan) 

298.8 

Spill 

Wheat (S/ton) 

132 

Spot 

Soj-a (c/lbs) 

22.71 

Spul 

Tea (Mg/kg) 

115 

Spilt 

Bariev (S/hsh) 

2.15 

Spin 

Rice fS/ron) 

470 

Spot 


US Dollar 
GB Ste riling 
DE Mark 
CII Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


0.708 

1.1liS8 

0.4349 

0.5029 

0.1289 

0.5963 

0.3073 

0.4*158 


0.710 
• 1.1596 
0.4371 
0.5054 
0.1295 
0.5993 
04892 
0.448 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY, JANUARY 
27,1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Canvil 
Righier Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 21 
April 19) Decide just 
which policies you wish to 
follow today in both per- 
sonal and business matters 
and then follow (hem. 
Later this evening you can 
seek the advice of a big- 
wig and propose a method 
of . operation for your suc- 
cess. 

TAURUS: {.April 20 to 
May 20) If you are charm- 
ing today and show you 
are an expert you can get 
along fine with persons in 
business, so make whatev- 
er progress is necessary 
Later this evening you ’can 
meet with close friends 
and have a wonderful 
time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) This is a good 
morning today to meet 
with fellow associates and 
discuss joint matters 
which concern every ones 
success. Plan how to 
improve your status in 
public life and decide 
what method of operation 
will be used. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
have fine ideas today for 
making your surroundings 
more charming and func- 
tional for your loved ones 
and those who come to 
visit Later this evening 
you can consult with 
knowledgeable people and 
devise a plan of action: 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) Use your talents more 
wisely today and be prac- 
tical in handling your 
affairs. Buy a nice gift’ for 
the one you love and he or 
she wifi be in a very 
romantic mood as a result 
of your generous offer of 
appreciation and respect. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If you are 
tactful and sweet at home 
iy you jxtl settle^any 


pur creative 
fdeas acre® ’towards fel- 
low associates who., are 
willing to provide you 
with the advice which you 
need to succeed. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be direct in 
showing a newcomer 
today that you are friendly 
so that he or she will assist 
you in your career activi- 
ties. The evening is ideal 
for entertaining guest in 
your home, so make these 
people most comfortable. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) The 
evening today is the best 
time for communicating 
with others, so make the 
effort to have intensive 
discussions. Handle all of 
your assets more wisely 
and thereby you will have 
additional funds for the 
lean times ahead: 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Plan intimate 
activities with your mate 
and loved ones for the 
days ahead. Delve- into 
practical matters with 
enthusiasm later this 
evening and you can make 
your career activities more 
productive for those 
involved. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20)Your 
imagination is working 

fine today, so that you~can 
devise some plan of action 
which will be quite pro- 
ductive. Enjoy the roman- 
tic side of fife and then be 
with good friends who'are 
willing to assist you with a 
new project. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to Febmaiy 19) Take that 
trip with your mate and 
loved ones .which is 
important to you and has 
bocn put off for some time. 
Be more practical where a 
secret desire is concerned 
3^ which can make vou 
quite successful if put i n 
motion. 

PISCES: (Febmaty 20 to 
March 20) Contact influ- 
ential people today and get 
advice on how best to han- 
dle your important affairs 
Be charming towards bis- 

and knowledgeable 

People who have the abili- 
ty to make your career 
uctivities most successful. 
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Employment 


A leading NGO n 
professional Busines: 
Business Developme 

iQualifications: 

:1. University degree 
or Marketing) with sti 
12. Minimum of 5 yea 
| the private sector. 

|3. Excellent commi 
I Player, highly creativi 
4. Computer liters 
specialist will set 
computerised bookki 
clients) 

Please send your C 
stating why you fe< 
candidate for the job, 
MaLLtoi 

Small Business D 
P.O.Bc 
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Of review of news from the DlraSic press 
* — - > 


iVo decision yet on 
increasing price of 
cement — Afofc/f Ragheb 

** CEMENT PRICES are stii] under study and 

Avnmjil'inn hv ■» r- .* .. J 


said. He pointed out that no decision^Tfas been 
taken on raisins the prices and if any, it would 
reflect the actual cost for production materials and 
electricity. The minister explained that the commit- 
tee has no yet reached a decision either to increase 
or lower cement prices and stressed that the “issue 
is still under study.” 

Reliable sources at the Jordan cCment Factories 
Company denied that there is any intention at pre- 
sent to raise prices of cement. The sources indicat- 
ed that the subject of price increase was not on the 
agenda for a review by the Council of Ministers. 


bul Raghc 
ision has 


“However that does not mean or denie that the 
company has submitted many requests to the gov- 
ernment to raise the prices ” the sources said noting 
at the same time that “what has been said recently 
is nothing more than rumours.” 

An official at the company said a decision has not 
been taken yet to take loans from the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) which, in a recent 
study, highly commended the company for its 
industrial efficiency, technical management and 
future opportunities in terms of internal and exter- 
nal markets. The official said the company bor- 
rows about JD20 million annually from local cred- 
it institutions at extremely high interest rate that 
reaches 14 5 per cent “But ifthe IFC offers safer 
terms and lower interest, the company might turn 
’*ttow ft- the official added. 

>une of l o, ls for JD42 in the local mar- 
hile the e\^ ' is $42 per tonne although 

« price varit. *t to prices of competitors 
in side market*, i* ^ price of cement was 
incr 2 d by 13 per cent five years ago and accord- 
ing » market dealers any increase this time would 
directly affect construction costs and may harm 
some contractors in the private sector as investors 
are likely to keep away from investing in housing 
projects. 

According to a contractor, the construction mar- 
ket is currently in a recession and, as such, any 
increase in the prices of cement would only make 
things “unbearable” (A1 Aswaq). 


A leading NGO requires 3 additional 
professional Business Advisors for its Small 
Business Development Centre (SBDC). 

Qualifications: 

1. University degree (Finance, Accounting 
or Marketing) with strong analytical skills. 

2. Minimum of 5 years work experience in 
the private sector. 

3. Excellent communicator and a team 
player, highly creative and resourceful. 

4. Computer literate, (the accounting 
specialist will set up and manage a 
computerised bookkeeping service for our 
clients) 

Please send your CV with a cover letter 
stating why you feel you are the right 
candidate for the job. 

Mail to: 

Small Business Development Centre 
P.O.Box 5118, 

Amman - 11183, Jordan 

Application deadline: February 8, 1 997. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

g> by Hwirt Arnold and MBw Arykton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinaty words. 


LAAVI 


MUgHUlwawitf. 

FRACT 


:-,o ao 


J 


<s>. 


r~l 

! 

| GREDIB | 


L 

j ; ■ i* 

□ 


LL_ 


YARREL 




K LAW OBSERVES 
THE WORLP OVER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here HIHIJ 

l Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SCARF POACH MARROW UNLOCK 
Answer: A successful photographer knows how to do 

this - FOCUS ON HIS WORK 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

684311-699634 


Airbus Industrie banks on Asia to spur ‘Superjumbo’ project 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Airbus Industrie is banking 
on Asian airlines to fuel the 
development of the world's 
largest commercial plane, 
analysts and officials said 
after Boeing Co. dropped 
out of the “Sopeijurabo" 
dogfight 

Singapore Airlines Ltd 
expressed disappointment 
at Boeing's decision, saying 
it had a “definite need” for 
the plane while Cathay 
Pacific Airways Ltd. of 
Hong Kong said it was still 
interested in aircraft in the 
500- to 600-seat range. 

“Demand for an aircraft 
of this size is being largely 
driven by airlines of the 


Asia-Pacific region, and 
this could amount to some 
550 aircraft in the region 
over the next 20 years," said 
Airbus regional spokesman 
Sean Lee. 

Mr. Lee told AFP here the 
region was the “most 
important” market for the 
proposed 550-seat A3 XX, 
which the European con- 
sortium wants to launch 
next year and put in service 
by 2003 at a development 
cost of $8 billion. 

“The interest we have 
been having from the air- 
lines we have been talking 
to is very encouraging and 
for that reason we are pro- 
ceeding with confidence in 


Bank deposits 
soar in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The total 
deposits of Lebanon’s 80 
commercial banks soared by 
nearly 30 per cent last year, 
the governor of the central 
bank said Sunday. 

Total deposits of Lebanese. 
Arab, European and Ameri- 
can banks operating in the 
country rose by 28.5 per cent 
in 1996 over the previous 
year to $ 19.7 billion , Central 
Bank of Lebanon chief Riad 
Salame told AFP. 

Mr. Salame said bank 
deposits have doubled over 
the past three years and were 
an important indicator of 
renewed confidence in the 
Lebanese economy, devas- 
tated by the 1975-1990 civil 
wan 

Lebanon's banks have 
played a significant role in 
the reconstruction of the 
war-ravaged country once 
considered the banking capi- 
tal of the Middle East. 

Mr. Salame said the coun- 
try’s banks doled out loans 
totalling $ 8. 1 billion to the 
private sector last year, up 
from $6.5 billion in 1995. 

Meanwhile, Banque du 
Uban et d’Ourre Mer 
{BLOM) became the second 
Beirut bank to announce a 
big year-end capital increase 
and bankers said the trend 
would put pressure on a host 
of smaller banks to increase 
capital or merge. 

BLOM followed Banque 
de la Mediterranee of billion- 
aire Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri in reporting that it had 
doubled capital at the end of 
1996. 

It said shareholders’ equity 
had been increased from $77 
million to over $150 million. 
This put it in second place 
behind Mediterranee whose 
chairman Mustafa Razian 
said it had increased capital 
from $102 million to $220 
million. 

Mediterranee ranked as 
Lebanon’s top bank in 1995 
by most criteria except for 
customer deposits in which 
BLOM was biggesL Both 
had total assets of around 
$1 .9 billion at end 1995. 


BLOM also said in a state- 
ment announcing the capital 
increase that it had acquired 
all shares in Paris-based 
Banque Banorabe-France 
which has branches in Lon- 
don, Dubai, Sharjah and 
Muscat and wholly owns 
Geneva-based Banque 
Banorient-Suisse. 

This made BLOM “the 
Lebanese bank with the 
largest presence in major 
European and Arab financial 
centres." it said. 

The capital increases set 
Mediterranee and BLOM 
apart as the giants of 
Lebanon's crowded banking 
sector, with Banque Audi 
trailing in third place with 
$63 million capital. Only six 
other banks have sharehold- 
ers' equity of mote than $20 
million. 

The big two have increased 
capital sharply following 
Lebanon’s 1 975-90 civil war. 
Since 1993 BLOM’s capital 
has jumped from $19 million 
to $ 150 miDion and Mediter- 
ranee from $15 million to 
$212 million. Mediterranee ’s 
Razian says his target is 
$500 million bv the year: 
2 , 000 . 

BLOM did not immediate- 
ly say how it carried out its 
latest capital increase, but 
Mr. Razian said Mediterra- 
nee’s came from 1 996 profits 
of about $20 million and in 
cash from its shareholder, 
Mr. Hariri. 

The approach of the big 
two appeared to differ from 
other dynamic banks like 
Audi, Bybios Bank and 
Banque Libanaise pour le 
Commerce which in the past 
17 months have raised capi- 
tal through public or private 
share issues on die local and 
international markets. 

A dealer with another 
Beirut bank said the BLOM 
and Mediterranee increases 
the gap between Lebanon’s 
bigger banks and the host of 
smaller, family-owned insti- 
tutions, many of which had 
capital of only 52-53 million. 


our studies as planned," he 
said. 

“If Boeing has scrapped 
its plans, it means that Air- 
bus will be alone in this 
market," Mr. Lee added. 

Airbus’ U.S. rival Boeing 
said recently that “suffi- 
cient market demand has 
not yet developed ro justify' 
committing the significant 
investment required’’ to 
continued development of a 
747 accommodating 550 
passengers. 

Airbus Industrie forecasts 
a market for 1 ,380 airliners 
of 500 seats and above, 
worth some $300 billion, in 
the years to 2014. 

Of these, more than one- 
third would be delivered to 
Asia-Pacific airlines, with 
the aircraft flying primarily 
on routes linking Asia with 
Europe, trans-Pacific and 
trans-Atlantic services and 
high -density domestic and 
regional services. 

Singapore Airlines (SIA), 
one of the world's most 
profitable airlines, has 
urged manufacturers to 
speed up the development 
of a Supeijumbo to enable 
carriers to cope with grow- 
ing air and airport conges- 
tion. 

It said it could buy six of 


them. 

“We are naturally disap- 
pointed with Boeing's deci- 
sion to shelve plans to build 
the larger-capacity versions 
of the B747 Jumbo jets," 
said Kannjit Singh, the air- 
line's corporate affairs 
assistant director. 

“SIA has a definite need 
for some of the Superj um- 
bos particularly at congest- 
ed, slot-constrained 

international gateways," he 
said. 

He said he hoped that 
Boeing would reconsider its 
decision, “otherwise. Air- 
bus Industrie may fill the 
vacuum." 

In Hong Kong. Cathay 
Pacific spokesman Kwan 
Chuk-Fai said the airline 
was still interested in buy- 
ing a Supeijumbo but 
would be very cautious 
about the cost. 

“We haven't made up our 
minds whether to order any. 
We have indicated our 
interest to both construc- 
tors. but there's no plan yet 
(to buy). You are talking 
about huge investments 
here, so the economics have 
to be right, the numbers 
have to be right, first," Mr. 
Kwan added. 

The Airbus A3XX would 


be priced at abour $ 1 98 mil- 
lion . 

Malaysia Airlines System 
BHD. Chairman Tajudin 
Ramli said in September 
that airline was considering 
buying Supeijumbo aircraft 
as part of its plan to phase 
out smaller aircraft. 

“The minimum order for 
each launch customer is six. 
SO that will probably be the 
number of orders we will 
place," he said. 

Philippine Airlines offi- 
cial Jaime Bautista said in 
Manila the Supeijumbo was 
“too big for our needs" 
while Air India spokesman 
J. Bhargava said in Bombay 
that medium-capacity, 
long-range aircraft are 
“good enough for 115 .” 

Taiwan Airlines had no 
plans to buy any Supeijum- 
bos. officials said in Taipei, 
while a spokesman for Aus- 
tralian carrier Qantas said 
in Sydney it had made no 
plans to buy Boeing’s 
Supeijumbo. 

A spokesman for Japan 
.Airlines Co. Ltd. said it was 
one of the carriers talking to 
Boeing “about this airplane, 
but iwe didn’t get as far as 
making any option or plac- 
ing any orders." 

“In future, there may well 


be need for a bigger air- 
craft, but the situation is 
very fluid," he said. 

Korean Air spokesman 
Seo Kang- Yoon comment- 
ed in Seoul that the "world- 
wide market has not yet 
ripened for huge airliners 
such as Supeijumbo jets." 

Analysts in Singapore 
said, however, that future 
demand for a large -capacity 
plane on long-haul, non- 
stop routes could not be 
ruled out amid moves 
towards relaxed restrictions 
on aviation services. 

“1 am sure that Boeing did 
a feasibility' study, but what 
I am hearing from airlines 
is that there is potential for 
a very long-haul aircraft 
that could do Hong Kong- 
New York, Singapore-New 
York, for instance,” an avia- 
tion analyst said. 

“At the moment the U.S. 
is holding talks with Singa- 
pore and could also hold 
talks with Malaysia, Tai- 
wan, South Korea and New 
Zealand on open skies." he 
added. 

“That is something which 
in the long run. if it is 
approved, could strongly 
stimulate traffic on the 
trans-Pacific” 


AMMAN FINANCIAL 

HOUSING BANK CENTER ANNAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST TOR SUNDAY 26/01/1997 




PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY " 9 NAME 

P / E 

D1V. 

HIGH 

'Eotr 




261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

. 14.0 

1.37 

S.SOO 

4. 250 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.3 

3.00 

2.220 

.680 

MID. EAST INV.BK. . 

76.2 

□ • 00 

5.2S0 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BX. 

12.5 

2.95 

2.950 

2.440 

JOH. KUWAIT BANK 

19.3 

0.00 

1.090 

.880 

JOR.CULF BANK 

5.7 

7.29 

4.180 

3.480 

JIN. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.3 

0.00 

1.450 

1.000 

I-i • I LJUJEL . INV. BK. 

9 

0.00 


NO. NO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD 

51200 256.25 256.00 .25- 


BAtZK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 195.21 KCHG: -0.09 


1.740 1.390 ARABIAN SEAS XK5UR. 
2.800 2.300 GENERAL ARAB IN50R. 
4. SSO 4.000 JERUSALEM INSOR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR T.<TALS 


INDEX: 120.10 i CHS: -0.33 


1.450 

J.JK. ELECTRIC PHR. 

11.3 

7.36 

4.200 

ARAB I NTL. HOTELS 

18.2 

2.79 

l.oao 

NnTL. PORTFOLIO 

9 


.820 

R:AL ESTATE INV. 

19.3 

4.28 

1.490 

MO. HAST HOTELS 

65.5 

0.00 

3.130 

AnAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

13.9 


.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

. 820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 112.08 *CHG: *0.29 


3.730 

-3-. 060 

1 ! JOR- CEMENT FACT. 

19.4 

2-94 

3.500 

■ J .710 

JOR- PHOSPHATE MINES 

36.6 


6.000 

4. 950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.9 

3.39 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINERY 

10.1 

7.99 

3.560 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

34.3 

0.00 

4. 580 

3.040 

A!-_T.B PHARM- MANF. 

20.0 

5.48 

7.350 

4.250 

DAP'ALDAHA DV.INV. 

12.9 

4.26 

.960 

'.450 

L-.ESTOCK fi POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

8.1 

a. 70 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS- 

9.9 

8.96 


3.35 

3.40 

.OS* 

■3.40 

3.40 ■ 

— 

5.86 

5.90 

.04+ 

9.95 

10.01 

.06+ 

2.60 

2.55 

.05- 

3.64 

3.65 

.01+ 

4.80 

4.70 

.10- 

.62 

.62 

- 

1.21 

1.19 

.02- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.10 *CHG: +0.45 


•RAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 154.03 *CHC: +0.14 


230 190563 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


.800 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 

0.00 

5 

2250 

1200 

.54 

.54 

- 

.890 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

68.9 

0.00 

1 

2000 

440 

.73 

.72 

.01- 

.950 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

900 

.45 

.45 

— 

.640 

.300 

Jf ■ 1 . nros . HATCH- JZKCO 

9 

0.00 

7 

7500 

2250 

.30 

.30 

- 

.800 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

E 

0.00 

1 

200 

124 

.62 

.62 

- 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

B 

0.00 

2 

1700 

2329 

1.3B 

1.37 

.01- 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

480 

.48 

.48 

- 

.860 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

3 

4300 

2317 

.54 

.54 

. - 

.920 

.400 

NATL . MOLT . ENG . NAM2CO 

B 

0.00 

10 

18750 

9188 

.50 

.49 

.01- 

.740 

.430 

NAYZAK DIES fi MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

14 

22000 

12105 

.54 

.56 

.02+ 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

3 

2050 

1SSB 

.76 

.76 

- 

.760 

.620 

MID EAST PHARM. 75*- 

E 

0.00 

1 

750 

2BS 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

.760 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

27.7 

0.00 

20 

35100 

15795' 

.45 

.45 

- 

1.260 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

3 

2150 

1732 

.32 

.80 

.02- 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

5 

3250 

2465 

.75 

.77 

.02+ 

.950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.7 

0.00 

11 

8000 

5263 

.66 

.66 

- 

RAND TOTAL 





89 

113000 

58429 





* i New 12 noncha low 
P I P/E ratio i« 100 or more 
g i Negative P/E 

E : Earning in aero or M/A {or tba aoet 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


*** Jordan Marketplace 


Outstanding designs. 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisanj, .second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Ai Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfcufi Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 




Advertisement 


in 


STUDIO HAIG 

ProfcnotMl Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour fflm at 
our shop and get> 

• JVM MO p*mtm 


Frmm aMfirpr 



Cali tel 


7171 ext 223 


.« . j* v- 

I,. '■■■■' '■ 


Shmtaaai Opp. Grindlaya 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcficb td: 823891 


CROW1 MOTH. 


. INDOOR HEATED VfeP? 
SWIMMING POOL QfWL I 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESSflOGM M If 

-TENNIS S SQUASH 
COURTS ^ 1 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 


-e u:\mm; services 

.HON ! F.. i J F FI CHS. 
PL’BL'C FLAChS 

•MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

• HkATiNCi SYSTEMS*: 
PLCMBISH 

-FOR RENT; 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 


ip 


SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 


memm 




DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 



B FOR 
RENT 

1 . DciIum: VilldK 

r° 

Appal l men! s 
I in Amman 


For details please coll 

Fix.' §64231 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CflLL 
66717176 - 670141/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE; 

p/e f\caJ tLaRap faste 
Gourmet pZZfi . 

Ufe use Itvu&y tea i!greiieoa : i 

/Oil 

^STUFFED PIZZA Jz} 
A n7tai (OhHooSgfc) 

> PAN PIZZA ^ 

? [ -of Tfuei Crust) ^ 

X, rTAUAN SANDWICHES ^ 
AJtfJdfe. 

*0. felui&ugr 1 

; 

He k^r fanes Br Iht Wi Emm j 

Afohfia « Abate rift) ' 
Suoentora w 

Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 J 











Sports 


Jordan limes, Monday, January 27, 1997 


Waddle sees off Everton 


LONDON t AFP) — Former 
England star Chris Waddle 
scored one of the goals of 
his career on Saturday as he 
inspired First Division 
stragglers Bradford city to a 
stunning 3-2 win over 1995 
FA Cup winners Everton in 
the fourth round of the FA 
Cup. 

The 36-year-old former 
Newcastle and Olympique 
Marseille star, capped 62 
times by England, set up the 
other two goals as Bradford, 
currently 22nd in the First 
Division, inflicted Everton 's 
sixth successive defeat. 

Bradford were not the only 
giantki tiers as Second 
Division Wrexham were cel- 
ebrating after dumping 
Premiership side West Ham 
out of the FA Cup in their 
delayed third round replay 
with a dramatic last-minute 
winner. 

The modest Welsh side 
who knocked out Arsenal in 
1992. sparked wild celebra- 
tions among their 3.000 
travelling fairs when substi- 
tute Kevin Russell, a 10- 
c\ub journeyman, struck 
from 20 yards. 

Hundreds of angry West 
Ham fans invaded the pilch 
at the final whistle to shout 
angry abuse at the directors' 
box before moving to the far 
end of the pitch and 
applauding their rivals from 
North Wales. 

Non-league Woking were 
also uncorking the cham- 
pagne in the communal bath 
after earning a replay with 
Premiership" side and 1987 
winners Coventry with a 1-1 
draw at Highfield Road. 

And crisis club 
Middlesbrough narrowly 
escaped one of the biggest 
upsets in the history of the 
Cup with late goals from 

Fabrizio Ravanelli and 
Jan-Age Fjonoft sealing a 3- 



: 

... 


Manchester United soccer star Ole Gunnar Solskjaer (L) of Norway is tackled by 
Wimbledon’s captain Vinnie Jones. Manchester drew 1-1 with Wimbledon in the FA 
Cup game at Old TralTord (Reuters photo) 


2 comeback win against 
part-timers Hednesford. 

Waddle was in jubilant 
mood after his stunning 35 
yard chip helped Bradford, 
appearing in the fourth 
round for the first time since 
1989. to the win over 
Everton. 

He said: "I have never 
been a giant-killer before — 
it’s a nice feeling. I've 
scored some great goals in 
my career but that is up 
there with the best of them " 

Coventry boss Gordon 
Strachane made no attempt 
to hide his disgust at his 
side's performance after 
RAF serviceman Steve 
Thompson set up a replay 
with a last-minute strike for 
part-timers Woking. 

Strachan said: “I have 
tried to defend my players, 
sometimes blindly. But I've 
no defence today." 


FURNISHED 

SUPER DELUXE PENTHOUSE 

FOR RENT ( IN A TWO STOREY VILLA ) 


'AREA 330 SQ METERS AND 150 SQ. M TERRACES, 
3 BEDROOMS (ONE MASTER) SITTING ROOM WITH 
FIRE PLACE, DINING ROOM AND SALON. FULLY 
FITTED KITCHEN, TELEPHONE / FAX AVAILABLE 
ALL FLOORS ITALIAN MARBLE UNDER FLOOR 
HEATING. PARKING AVAILABLE, AND STORAGE 
ROOM AT BASEMENT, CONCIERGE AND LIFT. 

LOCATION: 

ABDOUN. CLOSE TO HOUSING BANK. 

PLEASE CALL OWNER AT TEL 857888 
FROM 9- 11 AM /3- 6 PM 


DUBAI ELECTRICITY S WATER AUTHORITY 


Middlesbrough boss 
Brvan Robson admitted he 
was “relieved to say the 
least" after his side avoided 
a replay with the amateurs 
of Hednesford. who were 
assembled at a cost of just 
20.000 pounds — less than 
half the weekly wage of 
Boro striker Ravanelli. 

Manchester United, whose 
last defeat in the FA Cup 
was at the hands of Everton 
in the 1995 final, boss Alex 
Ferguson paid tribute to 
Wimbledon's fighting spirit 
after a goal in the dying sec- 
onds by Robbie Earle can- 
celled out Paul Scholes’ 
effort a minute earlier and 
set up a fourth round replay 
at Selhurst Park. 

Elsewhere. Aston Villa, 
whose Premiership chal- 
lenge has collapsed in recent 
weeks, were dumped out of 
the Cup by Midlands rivals. 
Deity, 3-1. 

Sheffield Wednesday 
eased through with a 2-0 
win over Second Division 
Carlisle in the fourth round 
while Rod Wallace’s fine 


42nd-minute strike gave 
Leeds side a 1-0 third round 
replay win over First 
Division Crystal Palace and 
secured manager George 
Graham an Arsenal reunion 
in the next round. 

QPR scored a 3-1 win 
over First Division rivals 
Barnsley. 

Elsewhere, a goal by 
Kevin Francis against his 
former club set Birmingham 
City on the way to a 3-1 win 
over Second Division 
Stockport, their first loss in 
12 cup ties this season, 
while Nicky Summerbee’s 
62nd minute goal gave 
Manchester City a 1-0 victo- 
ry at Brentford. 

Leicester clinched a 2-1 
win over Norwich, giving 
their boss Martin O’NeiJI 
double cause for celebration 
as be saw off his old team 
and kept alive the possibility 
of two trips to Wembley 
after Leicester reached the 
League Cup semi-finals ear- 
lier in the week. 

Portsmouth beat Reading 
3-0. 


WANTED . 

A YOUNG UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 

A foreign international company is looking to employ a 
young university graduate, age around 23 years, fluent in 
as many languages as possible, however, fluency in 
Arabic and English is a must. The successful candidate 
I shall be trained by the company to become an 
international trader. Location shall be probably in Amman, 
but training shaJI take place abroad. 

Applicants shall send a curriculum vitae with a phone 
number to the following address: 

P.O.Box 815409, Amman 11 180 





P.O. Box 564, DUBAI (UAE) 


INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 

SENIOR PROGRAMMER/ANALYST Ref. NoUPD/51/97 SYSTEM/NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR 


As a Senior Programmer/Analyst, candidate will provide project 

specific technical leadership and be able to plan, design, - „ , , . . . __ _ „ . . ^ , , , 

' As a system/network adrmnsjtrator. Candidate must be able to 

program, develop, document, test and implement business ■ m . . . . .. . .. . . , 

/y.mn.rfar iT.^r, JostaJI, configure, tune, upgrade, administrate, troubleshoot and 

related computer applications, including human resources. w 

imSn,0,y SyS,emS in additi0n RDBMS and Oracle, tex^ hardware and opSng ^ 
r applica proficiency in both platforms such as raid tuning, kernel 

Candidate win also be responsible for conducting feasibility construction, C programming, sheet scripting, NFS setup and 
studies, analyze business functions, develop cost effective the ability to administer effective security polices is required, 
solutions, consult with users to identify current operating will also be required to manage the authority's ! 

procedures and clanfy user requirements and provfoe user helerogeneou5 netwoik infrastructure (LAN, WAN, FDDI, 
support ana training. Ethernet, NOVELL Dial-up etc) and be responsible for 

Qualifications include B.S. and preferably M.S. Degree in researching, acquiring and integrating new technologies and : 

computer science, team management and excellent setting up tested contingency/ disaster recovery plans, 

communication skills. A minimum of 10 years broad based ms oppoi1linity involves managing people and equipment and 
expenence in data processing with extensive hands-on require a solid background in management and supemsion of 

I*™, 5en/er e ™ rorKTient . of technical staff, balancing strong technology competence with 

Grade RDBMS, Oracle toots. DBA functions and Unix operating business teamwork and excellent communication skills / 

s ^ sterT1, B.S. and preferebly M.S. in computer engineering or related field 

Attractive salary will be offered based on qualification and with 5 years experience is required. 

experience. DEWA offers an opportunity to manage state-of-the-art 

technology and progessional growth with an attractive 
compensation. 


Ref. No. DPD/52/97 


Gross Salary : UAE Dh.80(XV- pun. 


Applications {with copies of education and experience certificates) should reach the administration & personnel department of i 
Dubai Electricity & Water Authority, P.O. Box 564, Dubai, Fax 3481 1 1 should be forwarded/taxed within ten days of this | 
advertisement. A recent passport size photograph and a photocopy of the passport should be attached. Telephone contact, fax j 
no. and cable address, if any, should be furnished. 


Few 
mourn 
absence of 
Cowboys . 
and 49ers 


NEW ORLEANS (AFP) 
— Nobody here for the 
31st Super Bowl is mourn- 
ing the absence of the 
Dallas Cowboys or San 
Francisco 4-9 ers. 

In fact, one of the reasons 
for celebration is that after 
one of the two reached the 
National Football League 
title game six of the past 
eight years, two seldom- 
seen teams in Green Bay 
and New England are 
matched this year. 

“People want to see dif- 
ferent teams in the Super 
Bowl." Packer defender 
Reggie White said. ‘It’s 
possible we could go for a 
while, or New England, 
and people would get tired 
of that So it is a changing 
of the guard." 

Seven months after pre- 
season workouts began, 
play culminates after a sea- 
son of new powers toppling 
traditional heavyweights. 

Dallas. Pittsburgh, 
Denver and the 49ers were 
all ousted in the playoff 
quarter-finals. 

‘To everybody who 
wanted so badly for all 
those other teams to be in 
the Super Bowl — hey, 
they didn’t make it," Packer 
defender Sean Jones said. 
“We’re the best That’s how 
it is." 

Green Bay went 13-3 in 
the regular season, sharing 
best-record honours with 
Denver. In addition, many 
figured Dallas would be 
improved after top receiver 
Michael Irvin returned 
from a five-game suspen- 
sion. 

“Two other teams were 
supposed to be here — 
Dallas, and .Denver," Jones 
said. Tt dbem’t make- any 
difference what we do. We 
don’t belong here as far as 
a lot of people are con- 
cerned." 


Carl Lewis to retire in June 


SYDNEY CAFPl — U.S. Olympic track 
legend Carl Lewis is to retire this sum- 
mer. 

“I intend to make my final race at 
Houston in June," said the 35-year-old 
here on Sunday. “This will be my last 
season.” 


everyone realises you’re not going to win 
every race," he said. 

Lewis said that after his farewell tour 
he planned to continue his involvement 
in charity work with handicapped chil- 
dren. 

As well as his nine Olympic titles. 


“Physically, I could continue for anoth- Lewis has won eight world champi- 


er three to four years but the mental pres- 
sure is harder. 

“I don't know what it’s going to feel 
like not being on the track any more but 
I’m not going to sever my connection 
with the sport or with the Olympics," 
added Lewis, here for Monday's Sydney 
Athletics Grand Prix meeting. 

Lewis, one of the greatest athletics 
ever, has made every United States 
Olympic team since 1980 and was voted 
track and field athlere of the decade in 
the 1980s. 

T have had to adjust to people coming 
to see Carl the legend over the years but 


onship gold medals, set seven world 
records and recorded 65 straight victo- 
ries in the long jump between 1981 and 
1991. 

“This tour is giving me an opportunity 
to run in places where I’ve not competed 
before, starting with New Zealand and 
Australia, where fans can see me and I 
can get a better look at some of these 
countries,” he said. 

Lewis will face a strong Australian 
field of sprinters on Monday including 
internationals Dean Capobianco, Steve 
Brimacombe and newcomer Patrick 
Johnson. 


Jazz beat Houston in OT 


HOUSTON (Rj — Karl 
Malone scored 27 points, 
John Stockton added 26 and 
the Utah Jazz used a 7-0 run 
in overtime to claim a 105- 
100 road victory over the 
first-place Houston Rockets 
Saturday in one of the 
NBA’s best rivalries. 

Bryon Russell had 16 
points for the Jazz, who won 
for the sixth time in seven 
games and climbed within 2 
1/2 games of the Rockets for 
the top spot in the Midwest 
Division. 

"They are a better team 
than we are in several ways, 
but we don’t give up in what 
we do.” Jazz coach Jeny 
Sloan said. “We executed 
and played great defence 
and got some clutch shots. 
Russell was outstanding." 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
a season-high 41 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds and 
Clyde Drexler had 21 for 
Houston, which was 
outscored in the extra peri- 
od. 14-9. 

Houston’s Charles 

Barkley, who missed the last 
four games with a sprained 


Barkley said. "They are 
physical, they have experi- 
ence and they play smart All 
three of those added up to a 
win tonight.” 

Stockton had 1 1 assists 
and a career-high six steals 
for the Jazz, who hit 47 per- 
cent of their three-point 
attempts. Russell led the 
way from long range, going 
4-for-7. 

“This rivalry is one of 
mutual respect” Stockton 
said “Every time we play 
these guys, it comes down to 
the last few seconds. 

In Atlanta, Mookie 
Blaylock scored 24 points 
and Steve Smith added 18 as 
the Hawks held off the 
Boston Celtics 95-90 for 
their 19th straight home vic- 
tory. 

The Hawks won for the 
12th time in 13 games over- 
all. 

In Chicago, Michael 
Jordan scored 24 points as 
the Bulls built a 23-point 
lead and cruised to their 14th 
straight home win. 110-98 
over the Toronto Raptors. 


In Detroit Grant Hill 
recorded his 14th career 
triple-double and third of the 
season with 2 1 points, a sea- 
son-high 16 rebounds and 10 
assists as the Pistons beat the 
Philadelphia 76ers for the 
10th straight time, 104-95. 

The Pistons posted their 
30th win in their 41st game. 
Detroit reached 30 wins in 
its 43rd game in 1 988-89 
and 1989-90 en route to con- 
secutive NBA titles. 

At Washington. Rod 
Strickland scored eight of 
his 21 points in a decisive 
fourth-quarter ran us the 
Bullets snapped a three- 
game losing streak. 113-105 
over the Sacramet..f Kings. 

In Vancouver. Laphonso 
Ellis scored offhis own miss 
with 2.6 seconds remaining, 
giving the Denver Nuggets 
an 83-82 victory and spoil- 
ing Stu Jackson's debut as 
Grizzlies’ coach. 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
scored 22 points as the Trail 
Blazers continued their 
dominance of the Minnesota 
Timberwolves, 101-94. 


rour games wim a sprameo j on j Kyiyrc added 18 i imuerwoives, uh-vh. 
ankle. ■ came -within - two , ilp omts-. and. a- career-high 13. ,PqitIan d leat|s the series, 28- 
asastsjjfra triple double. .He „ rebounds for the Bulls, who 3 - . ■ ■ , w ■ 

had 10- points, 11 rebounds j mnrove d to a leasrue-hest ' .In Dallas, Jamal Mashbum 
andeight assists. , _ borne rth XS scored 21 point, and Jim 


“Utah is one of the few 
teams that can challenge us," 


FO R RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

One bedroom, living room, kitchen & bathroom. 
Location: Jabal Amman, bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel: 667862 - 642351 


I Furnished Apartment For Rent 
I IN UM UTHAYNAH 

I Ground floor , 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 

| Sitting room, living room, diningroom L-Shape, 
Fully equipped Kitchen, Telephone Is available, 
Separate Central Heating, with garden & parking. 

Contact Tel. .-5530444 


DUBAI ELECTRICITY 8 WATER AUTHURITY 


win in 13 games overall. 
Chicago avenged losses in 
its last two meetings with 
Toronto. 

In Cleveland, Terrell 
Brandon scored 21 points 
and Donny Marshall had a 
career-high 17 as the 
Cavaliers snapped a four- 
game home losing streak, 
106-73 over the Charlotte 
Hornets. 


- Tri Dallas, Jamal Mashbum 
scored 21 points and Jim 
Jackson added 20 -as the 
Mavericks stopped a three- 
game losing streak with a 
92-8 1 victory over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

At Indiana, Elliot Perry 
scored a season-high 19 
points, including an 1 1-foot 
fallaway jumper at the 
buzzer that lifted the 
Milwaukee Bucks to an 88- 
86 victory over the Pacers. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining and sit- 
ting area, two bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, 
garage, central heating, telephone, deluxe furniture. 
Location: Between the 7th Circle and Mecca Street. 

Please call Tel.: 856546/ 814927 
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P.O. Box 564, DUBAI (UAE) 


INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 

ASSISTANT SENIOR ENGINEER (DCD) To set up, implement monitor and review procedures for 
Ref. No. DCQ/64/97 Gross Salary: UAE Dh.9,000/- p.m. ° r 9 a " ised ™ rkin S for opSmumufilisatior of resources. 

Electrical Engineering Degree. Master Degree is preferable. nSS^ 2KT 

Wide experience in caWe/substation equipment Installation schedules. 


(33/1 1 /6.6/Q.4KV) and planning / maintenance of cables. 

Cable installation contracts, testing and drilling (study 
33/1 1/6.6KV cable installation contract specifications, draft 
comments, ensure execution . of contract, ' monitor 
measurement of the cable laid by the contractor, check as built 
drawings etc., study requirement and plan drilling operations, 
draft standard procedures for fault location on cables etc.), 
knowledge of 400/1 32 KV overhead fines/cables will be an 
advantage. 


To feedback information Jo facilitate future planning. 

Participate / contribute in deliberation in technical committee 
njKSn^assisl in quality assessment etc. For overs,, system 

Motduties assess individual performance / merits, select and 
recommend personnel to satisfy organisational requirements 


Applications (with copies of education and experience certificates) should reach The Administration a ^ 

Dubai Electricity & Water Authority, P.O. Box 564, Dubai, Fax 348111 should be A foISSSLL P t^ o ? of 

advertisemenL A recent passport size photograph and a photocopy of the passport should of this 

Rax no. and cable address. If any, should be famished. snould 60 attached - Telephone contact. 


/ CINEMA TELf634144 

i PHILADELPHIA “1” 

Steve Martin in 

SGT. BILKO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 j 


CINEMA TEL:634144 

l. s PHILADELPHIA «2” 

A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone ... in 

Daylight 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


PLRZfl 


Keanu Reeves & Dolp 
Lundgren.Jn 

Johny Mnemonic 


iNEMA TEL677420 \ — — -- 

CONCORD A Nabl1 Theatre 

CONCORD “1 * ^ — 

Arnold Schwarzenegger. Jn Ramadan Specials 

ERASER by Nabil & Hkh m 

Sho ws: 12:15, 2:1 5, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 * 01 niSliam 

CONCORD We^Th 

Coming Soon... “Custom made For t Fr '' 

Citizen” reservations please ca 


Shows, 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 I ^ satMcal pl “^ g Mousa ^ 


640155, 625155 
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Hingis steals show at season’s 
1st Grand Slam 


MELBOURNE (R) — Pete 
Sampras fought like a 
champion ro clinch the 
tough«t of his nine Grand 
Slam titles but the star of the 
show at the Australian open 
was a Swiss teenager who 
breezed to her first major 
title. 

Confident. cheeky, 

supremely gifted, 1 6-year- 
old Martina Hingis made 
every game look easy as she 
stormed through the 
women’s draw to become 
the youngest grand slam 
champion ever. 

True, she never had ro 
meet Steffi Graf. Germany’s 
troubled World No. 1 who 
made a fourth-round exit, or 
defending champion 

Monica Seles, who was 
nursing a broken finger. 

Yet Hingis's performance 
in Melbourne suggested 
both might have met the 
same fete as former champi- 
on Mary Pierce, beaten in 
under an hour in Saturday’s 
women’s final. 

Hingis takes the ball early, 
hits it impossibly hard for a 
girl so slight and anticipates 
her opponents' moves like a 
veteran. No-one questioned 
her when she said that only 
injury could come between 
her and Graf's number one 
spot 

The year’s first grand 
slam had its problems: 
Sampras and others com- 
plained the balls were too 
heavy, women players com- 
plained about playing in a 
heatwave and everyone 
complained when the refer- 
ee closed the centre court 
roof to shut out the sun. 

“fit was like playing in an 
oven.” said unseeded 
Belgian Dominique Van 
Roost, who beat number 
two seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain in the third 
round. 

“You cannot try (for) the 
whole game otherwise you 
die — after 10 minutes 


you’re dead,” added 
Croatia's Goran Ivanisevic. 

The beat was partly to 
blame for the most spectac- 
ular day of the tournament, 
when four top women 
including Graf exited. 

Graf stayed in Melbourne 
after her defeat, receiving 
treatment for heat exhaus- 
tion and an infected toe 
while waiting for a German 
court to sentence her father 
for tax evasion on milli ons 
of dollars of her earnings. 

But the least prestigious of 
the four major tournaments 
of tennis witnessed some 
heroic performances. 

After beating Sanchez 
Vicario. Van Roost ignored 
a back injury \o beat 15th- 
seeded Chanda Rubin of the 
United States. A pulled 
abdominal muscle ended 
her campaign in the next 
match. 

Twelfth seed Amanda 
Coetzer, who beat Graf, pro- 
duced some storming tennis 
to beat American Kimberly 
Po in the quarter-finals, only 
to be swept aside by Pierce 
in the semifinals. 

Only one player in fee 
open era of tennis, Sweden's 
Bjorn Borg with 11, has 
more Grand Slam tides to 
his name than Sampras. All- 
time Grand Slam leaders 
include Australians Roy 
Emerson and Rod Laver, 
wife 12 and 1 1 respectively, 
and fee American 1920s 
great Bill Tilden, who won 
10 majors. 

Sampras. 25. did it the 
hard way, surviving two 
five-setters on his way to the 
final for what he called the 
toughest major tide of his 
career. 

"I’ve never played in con- 
ditions like that, ever,” said 
Sampras of the Melbourne 
beat. 

One of those who took 
him fee distance was Grand 
Slam debutant Dominik 
Hrbaty, a 19-year-old from 


Slovakia who turned profes- 
sional only last year. 
Sampras said before the 
match he did not know what 
the Slovak looked like, 
although he gave fee young 
Hrbaty an autograph in 
Paris three years ago. 

“Maybe next time he3H 
ask me for autograph,” said 
the Slovak, only half-joking. 

The other player to take 
Sampras to five sets was 
lOtb-seeded Spaniard 
Albert Costa. Sampras must 
have bad a touch of.deja vu 
after his exhausting four- 
hour battle with another 
Spaniard. Alex Corretja, at 
last year's U.S. Open. ", 

But the next member of 
Spain’s Melbourne armada 
forgot to bring his weapons. 
The final against unseeded 
Carlos Moya turned out to 
be a disappointingly one- 
sided affair. 

Moya caused two of the 
Open’s biggest upsets when 
he beat defending champion 
Boris Becker in fee first 
round and World No. 2 
Michael Chang in the semi- 
finals. 

But Sampras, who said he 
felt his late coach Tim 
Gullikson was lookrag 
down on turn, served 12 
aces and dominated from 
both net and baseline to bear 
Moya 6-2 6-3 6-3 in one 
hour 27 minutes. 

“He’s number one and he 
showed it today,” said fee 
20-year-old Barcelona base- 
liner. “It’s better to meet hsai 
in the first or second round, 
‘not in fee final. Iti’the final, 
he’s almost unbeatable." 


Australian Open 


Sampras downs Moya to win title 


MELBOURNE (R> — 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
won his ninth Grand Slam 
title on Sunday, crushing 
Spain's Carlos Mova in the 
Australian Open final after 
what he described as the 
toughest major tournament 
of his career. . 

The 25-yearroId American 
outclassed the unseeded 
Moya in every department, 
taking the match 6-2 6-3 6-3 
before punching fee air in 
triumph and beaming his 
first smile to the crowd after 
two tense weeks. 

“This is the toughest major 
I think I've won." Sampras 
told reporters after Ming his 
second Australian Open cup. 
“I played really, really well." 

Sampras, who played five 
sets in the most severe heat 


of fee tournament to surv ive 
the fourth round, wasted no 
time against Moya on anoth- 
er hot day on centre court. 

Both men started strongly, 
serving aces in their opening 
service games, but top seed 
Sampras broke fee nervous 
Spaniard's serve in the 
fourth game of the match 
and never looked back. 

Moya could not produce 
fee kind of all-round court 
game which earned him 
wins over defending cham- 
pion Boris Becker and 
World No. 2 Michael Chang 
on his way to the final. 

Sampras, dominant ar the 
net and baseline, ran Moya 
around fee court like a ball 
boy before ending fee match 
in 87 minutes. Moya's often 
lethal serve deserted him. 




World No. ! Pete Sampras of the U.S. kisses the Australian Open trophy. Sampras 
beat Carlos Moya of Spain in straight sets 6-2 6-3 6-3 in the men's final (Reuters 
photo) 


Carlos Moya of Spain reacts after missing a shot during 
his Men’s 1 final match against world number one Pete 
Sampras of the U.S. at the Australian Open January 
(Reuters photo) 


“He is number one and he 
showed it indaj" said 
Moya, the tournament's 
cool -headed heart- fe rob 
who leapt to nine in the 
world rankings from 25 with 
his first Grand Slam final. 

"In fee final he's almost 
unbeatable :ind 1 couldn't do 
it." 

Sampras’s victory lakes 
him a step higher on the 
pt»dium of tennis greats. In 
the po^-l%S open era of 
tennis, only Sweden’s Bjorn 
Borg has won more Grand 
Slain men's singles titles, 
with 1 1 wins from 16 finals. 

It also preserves a remark- 
able win rate in Grand Slum 
finals, where Sampras has 
won nine of 1 1. 

He said later he was not 
consumed by “the numbers" 
of tennis and feat his mind 
turned at important 
moments to fee death of his 
coach and mentor. Tim 


Gullikson. rather than histo- 
ry books. 

Gullikson died of a brain 
tumour last year. 

"I thought about it when 1 
woke up today before the 
match, and I’m sure he’s 
looking down very happy 
dial 1 fought through some 
tough matches." he said. 
“He will always be in my 
mind...." 

Sampras now takes aim at 
the French Open, fee next 
Grand Slum event on the 
tennis calendar and fee only 
title missing from fee self- 
effacing American's trophy 
shelf. 

"I'll do whatever l can to 
get lucky, like I did here this 
year, to win it," he said. 

’ Sampras rated this cham- 
pionship as tougher than 
even last year’s U.S. Open 
where he overcame vomit- 
ing and dehydration in a 
quarter-final to beat another 


Spaniard, Alex Corretja, in a 
five-setter lasting over tour 
hours. He went on to take 
his fiHjnh title at Hushing 
meadows. 

Here. Sampras played in 
searing heal topping 50 
degrees Celsius U22 
Fahrenheit) on the court. 
Medical experts warned 
players' lives were being put 
in danger and officials later 
closed fee centre court stadi- 
um's roof to shut out the sun. 

Moya, whose rock-star 
good' looks made him the 
tournament's pin-up. had 
never seemed troubled by 
fee heat, riding a wave of 
support from his mainly 
female fans into fee final. 

His defeat on Sunday was 
not their only disappoint- 
ment. Moya drew good- 
hearted jeera when, during a 
speech, jftetbtfee matqjjghe 
thanked His girlfriend f^rjfier 
support. 
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The AS is the only car in the world with an 
aluminium body which makes it the world’s 
most dynamic luxury car. 

Being much lighter than conventional steel, 
aluminium not only made the mighty Y8, 
quattro’s permanent four wheel drive and 
Tipironic transmission possible all in one car 
but also maximised their potency. Generating a 
superior power to weight ratio — improving the 
AS*s performance, agility and handling to 
unsurpassable standards. 

And aluminium’s outstanding shock absorbing 
properties has also proved the AS to be one of 
the safest luxury cars on the road. 

The 3.7 and 4.2 Audi A8 from Germany. 

The beginning of a New Era. 
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We made it out of aluminium to make it lighter and agile. 

Then we gave it the weight of quattro, Tiptronic and V8 

MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. 


The A8 from Audi. 


Audi 

Advancement through technology 







News 


Likud, Labour sign paper 
on Palestinian final status 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Deputies from Israel’s main 
governing and opposition 
parties signed a joint docu- 
ment Sunday laying out 
what they believe should be 
Israel's objectives in negoti- 
ations on a final status ft 
the Palestinian territories. 

The document, which i: 
not binding on Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netan- 
yahu. was signed by eight 
deputies led by Michael 
Hilun of the ruling Likud 
bloc and opposition Labour 
Deputy \ossi Beilin, one of 
die main architects of the 
Oslo peace accords. 

Mr. Beilin, who is running 
to succeed Shimon Peres as 
Labour Puny leader, and 
Mr. Eitan presented their 
proposals Sunday to Mr. 
Netanyahu and President 
Ezer Weizman. 

The position paper, drawn 
up in four months of discus- 
sions. recommends a per- 
manent peace settlement 
which would involve Israeli 
annexation of most Jewish 
settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
including much of the 
Jordan Valley, in exchange 
for granting broad self-rule 
to the rest of the Palestinian 
are:r 

„ .iei did not reach 
agreement » »n ilie nature of 
ihe new Palestinian entity or 
its .".aci *■*!■:. lers. Labour 
c.e; tie-' ..i- i fur granting 
Palestinian- independence 
v !' ' id members 

’road autonomy 
short of full sovereignty. 

Negotiations on the final 
smuts of the West Bank. 
Ga/u Strip and East 
Jerusalem began symboli- 
cally in May lust year as 
called for under the 1995 
Oslo interim peace agree- 
ment. but they have since 
been on hold. 

As pan of a Jan. 15 agree- 
ment on Israel's withdrawal 
from most of the West Bank 
city of Hebron, both sides 
agreed to resume the final 
stan is talks by late March, 
rite negotiations are to be 
concluded by May 1999. 

The negotiations are due 


U.S. 'will accept any decision 1 
reached by parties concerned 


AS ISRAEL and the Palestinians traded recriminations 
over the question of Palestinian statehood, the U.S. con- 
sul general for Jerusalem said the United States would 
accept any decision the two sides reached. 

In a front-page interview published Sunday in the 
Palestinian newspaper A1 Ayyam, Edward G. Abington 
said it was not up to the United States to decide whether 
there would be a Palestinian state. 

“It is an issue the Israelis and Palestinians will work 
together on,” he said. “It’s an issue both sides are direct- 
ly interested in.” 

Addressing a crowd of high school students in Hebron 
on Saturday, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat drew 
applause when he said, °my loved ones, you are the 
future. You are the ones who will build this state — cen- 
timetre by centimetre — side by side — to build the 
state of Palestine with Jerusalem as its capital. And who- 
ever does not Like it can go and drink the Dead Sea.” 

“We believe the two sides will reach an understand- 
ing,” Mr. Abington said. 

“Arafat clearly announced that he wants an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state and that is what the majority of the 
Palestinians want,” Mr. Abington said. “You hear dif- 
ferent opinions from the Israelis because it is a sensitive 
issue. The United States will accept any decision reached 
by the two sides.” 


to resolve such thorny 
issues as the final borders 
and powers oF the 

Palestinian entity, the fate 
of Jewish settlements, 
future of Jerusalem and the 
return of Palestinian 
refugees. 

Israeli Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon said 
meanwhile if the 

Palestinians unilaterally 
declared an independent 
state Israel should immedi- 
ately annex the land such a 
state would claim as its 
own. 

‘‘If (the Palestinians) 
declare a Palestinian state, 
Israel (should) immediately 
annex all these areas." Mr. 
Sharon said in broadcast 
remarks. 

Mr. Sharon, staunch sup- 
porter of Jewish settlement 
of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, parts of 
which are now under 
Palestinian rule, has been 
sidelined by Mr. Netanyahu 
during recent negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

But Mr. Netanyahu, in 
reaction to Palestinian 


President Yasser Arafat's 
recent declarations he will 
eventually unilaterally 
declare an independent 
state, has also warned he 
would take severe action 
against the move which he 
says would violate peace 
deals. 

Mr. Netanyahu has not 
elaborated on what the 
action would be other than 
to say he has a plan “in the 
drawer'. 

Since Israel’s handover of 
SO per cent of of Hebron to 
Palestinian rule more than a 
week ago, Mr. Arafat, in 
defiance of Israel, has 
stepped up statements that 
he will declare a Palestinian 
state. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority, which is based in 
Gaza, now controls most of 
the Gaza Strip and eight 
West Bank towns handed 
over by Israel under several 
agreements signed since 
1993. Israel retains control 
of parts of the West Bank 
and Gaza known as Area C 
which includes Jewish set- 
tlements and military bases. 


Svrla says U.S. should be 




DAMASCUS lAFP) — Syria said 
Sumlax the United States was only an 
Israeli intertill !i:iry in the Middle East 
peace process .aid called on it Ui be an 
honest broker instead. 

Hie statement, published in the official 
ruling purtx newspaper A1 Baath. came the 
dux alter U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright took office. 

Al Baath said: “We are asking the United 
States to swap the role of intermediary 
partial to Israel for that of an effective 
party determined to keep its commitments 
and promises m the letter of guarantees” 
written by the United States in 1991 to the 
parties mx nixed in the peace process. 

The duilx said it was pleased with Ms. 
Albright’s statements Friday that a com- 
prehensixe peace was a high priority for 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, who just 
began his second term in office. 

This “comes as the peace process is in 
need of every possible international 
effort in order emerge from the impasse in 
v. hich it has been Tor nearly a year." 

“The U.S. administration would bene- 
fit" from an end to the impasse, it added. 

Syrian-Isracli peace talks have been 
frozen since February last year. 

Damascus demands’ that Israel agree to 
return the Golan heights, seized during 
the 1967 Arub-Israeli war. before peace 
talks begin. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said he xvanted to resume 
the talks without any preconditions. 

However, he has ruled out a return of the 
Golan to Syria, but says Damascus is free 
to bring the issue of territorial compromise 
to the negotiating table. 

Al Baath accused Israel’s ruling Likud 
Party- led coalition of "posing conditions 
including a latent defect that cancels out 
commitments made by the previous Israeli 
government.” 

~ Those eonditions include Mr. 
Netanyahu’s proposal for "a resumption of 
talks ’ without preconditions. (his) 
'Lebanon first' proposal and refusal to 
withdraw from the Golan,” the newspaper 
said. 

Assassinated Israeli Prime Minister 
Yuzhak Rabin, leader of the previous. 
Labour Pam -led government was report- 
ed to have agreed to return the Golan to 
Syria in return for a peace treaty, but no 
agreement xvas signed, 

~But Mr. Netanyahu said he did not con- 
sider himself "tied to the verbal commit- 
ments given by the previous government 
on a withdrawal from the Golan,” an 
Israeli official said. 

The "Lebanon first” proposal concerned 


Khaddam, Sharaa in Gulf 
mission on peace proiL-r:* 


SYRIAN Vice President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa "arrived here 
Sunday for previously unannounced 
talks with Saudi officials about the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa told AFP he was carrying 
a message from Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad for King Fahd and said 
the two were on the first leg of a tour 
of the six Gulf Arab countries and 
Yemen. 

“We have to pass on messages from 
President Assad to the leaders of these 
countries, focusing on the situation in 
the region and especially on the future 
of the peace process." Mr. Sharaa 
said. 

Mr. Sharaa said he and Mr. 
Khaddam were to meet King Fahd 
later Sunday before leaving Monday 
for Kuwait and then on to the United 
Arab Emirates. Oman, Bahrain, Qatar 
and Yemen. 

Meanwhile. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Atnr Musa left Saudi Arabia 
Sunday following talks with Saudi 
officials about the Arab-Israeli peace 
process and the violence in Sudan and 
Algeria. 

Mr. Musa said he gave King Fahd “a 
message from President Hosni 
Mubarak about the situation in the 
Arab World and especially develop- 
ments in the peace process, especially 
the next phase" of Arab-Israelt talks. 


concluding a peace with Lebanon first 
but Lebanon and Syria have both insisted 
on a comprehensive deal involving both 
countries. 

Syria, which has 35,000 troops stationed 
in Lebanon, is the main power broker 
there. 

A senior Israeli foreign ministry official 
said Friday that Israel and Syria had been 
exchanging documents on a formula for 
resuming peace talks but have not suc- 
ceeded in reaching an agreement to return 
to the negotiating table. 

“We have also shown our desire to return 
to the negotiations based on the Madrid 
conference (in March 1991) and Security- 
Council Resolution 242.” which calls for 
Israel’s withdrawal from occupied Arab 
territories. 

But the official said Syria has responded 
by imposing demands that Israel consid- 
ers unacceptable. 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 27, 1997 


Orthodox Jews berate 
American reform rabbis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Ultra-Orthodox 
Jews shouted insults Sunday 
at visiting U.S. reform Jews 
who prayed at the Western 
Wall with men and women 
standing together in violation 
of orthodox Jewish custom. 

“You women are impure 
and evil spirits," shouted one 
ultra-orthodox Jew after the 
men and women reform rab- 
bis prayed in the plaza about 
50 metres from the wall. 1 

Orthodox men at the scene 
shouted that women could 
not be rabbis. “You have no 
brains,” objected one man. 
“You are disgusting,” shout- 
ed three young ultra-ortho- 
dox seminary students, who 
wore black coats and trilby 
hats. 

Border police quickly 
escorted the orthodox stu- 
dents away from the women 
rabbis. One of the students 
began screaming and lay face 
down on the ground until he 
was carried off by his friends. 

In accordance with ortho- 
dox tradition, women are 
permitted to pray at the wall 
but are separated from the 
men by a barrier. 

The reform women, in con- 
tradiction of orthodox prac- 
tice. wore prayer shawls, phi- 
lacteries on their right arm 


and forehead, and skull caps. 

“These people desecrate 
God’s holy name,” said 
Isaac, an ultra-orthodox Jew 
from Spring Valley, New 
York, who refused to give 
his full name. “They violate 
the laws of the Torah here at 
Judaism's holiest site, and 
they cause such pain to 
devout Jews that they some- 
times even drive them to vio- 
lence. 

Reform delegation leader, 
Rabbi Ami Hirecb, 38, of 
New York said: “We are 
holding this egalitarian ser- 
vice to demonstrate for reli- 
gious pluralism, for the right 
of all Jews to practice their 
religion according to their 
lights.” 

He said the group planned 
to meet Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
warn him against giving in to 
pressure from the ultra-ortho- 
dox to pass legislation which 
would disqualify conversions 
to Judaism conducted by 
conservative and reform rab- 
bis outside Israel. 

Orthodox rabbis currently 
control all conversions in 
Israel but non-orthodox con- 
versions abroad are recog- 
nised by the state. 



An ultra-orthodox Jew lies on the ground as others look 
on, at the Western Wall in the Old City of Jerusalem on 
Sunday, in protest after some 50 Reform Jews, men and 
women, held prayers together at the site against the tradi- 
tion of segregation in prayers (AFP photo) 


Hamas 

assails 

Arafat 

nomination 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
The Islamic Resistance 
movement (Hamas) on 
Sunday criticised a deci- 
sion by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
appoint a Muslim funda- 
mentalist to his cabinet as 
a political' ploy. 

“In a new ploy to 
improve his deteriorating 
position and cover up his 
political defeats ... Arafat 
decided to name Sheikh 
Talal Sedr to his cabinet,” 
Hamas said in a statement 
received in Cairo. 

“Sheikh Sedr's partici- 
pation will not be able to 
tide tor long Arafat's d ■> 
tutorship,” Hamas said. 

Sheikh Sedr’s who leads 
a local Muslim associa- 
**i»n in the \Y.*st Bank, 
was expelled to Lebanon 
by Israel in 1992 for his 
activities with Hamas, 
which has claimed 
responsibility for numer- 
ous attacks against the 
Jewish state. 

Hamas accused Mr. 
Arafat of seeking to 
“obtain the support of 
Islamic groups for his 
policy of surrender” 
through the appointment 
of Sheikh Sedr. 

It also voiced surprise at 
Sheikh Sedr’s acceptance 
of the post of minister of 
youth and sports “at a 
time when the Palestinian 
(National) Authority still 
holds dozens of members 
of the Islamic move- 
ment” 

Sheikh Sedr took the 
oath of office before the 
Palestinian cabinet during 
its weekly meeting on 
Friday. 


Russia, in apparent bid to shore up 
role, invites Netanyahu and Arafat 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Israelis fire tear-gas 


Israeli soldiers fired 
tear-gas on Sunday at sev- 
eral hundred Palestinian 
villagers protesting the 
uprooting of 500 olive 
trees. 

Dozens of villagers 
were treated for tear-gas 
inhalation. 

According to 

Palestinian witnesses, the 
soldiers fired in the air 
and then used tear-gas to 
disperse the demonstra- 
tors in the West Bank 
town of Toura, 20 kilo- 
metres west of Jenin. 

Israel says the land is 
“state” land and the grow- 
ers are trespassing. 

No arrests were made 
and no serious injuries 
were reported. 


AMMAN — In an attempt 
to reassert its weight as a 
co-sponsor of die Mideast 
peace process, Russia has 
invited Middle East leaders 
to hold talks in Moscow, 
news agencies reported. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that Russia's 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Middle East Affairs 
Viktor Posuyalyiik was 
quoted by Radio Israel as 
informing Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy of the 
invitations forwarded by the 
Russian government 

According to Petra, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri and Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk 
Shnnia were invited to 
Mov..,»\v by the Russian 
government. 

Demonstrating the second 
world power’s determina- 
tion ii< pl.ix a gre; ter rale in 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, Mr. Posuvalyuk 
described the projected 
Moscow meeting as "a tool 
to reactivate the peace 
process on all tracks" and 


proof of his country's 
"readiness to continue the 
multilateral phase of peace 
negotiations." Petra report- 
ed. 

International news agen- 
cies said that, before reach- 
ing Israel, Mr. Posuvalyuk 
held a Saturday meeting in 
Amman with Russian 
ambassadors to different 
countries of the region to 
discuss Russia's role in the 
Mideast peace process. 

The Russian embassy in 
Amman confirmed' that the 
meeting took place but 
declined to issue any state- 
ment and refused to disclose 
any information regarding 
either participants or issues 
tackled in the meeting. 

A joint statement issued 
Thursday by three 
Jordanian leftist parties 
saluted Moscow’s initiative 
and called for an increased 
role for the Russian gov- 
ernment in the multilateral 
phase of the peace process. 

The Jordanian People's 
Democratic Party (Hashd). 
the Jordanian Democratic 
Popular Unity Party and the 
National Labour Party 
declared in the statement 
their "great hope that 
(Russia) will resume its role 
as a sponsor of a just and 


equal peace.” 

After Jordan and Israel, 
Mr. Posuvalyuk is sched- 
uled to visit Syria, the 
Interfax news agency 
reported Sunday. 

Interfax quoted Mr. 
Posuvalyuk, upon his 
departure for his Middle 
East tour, as saying that he 
was pleased by the recent 
Israeli-Palestinian . agree- 
ment on Hebron but was 
concerned with the "evident 
stagnation" in Israel's talks 
with Lebanon and Syria. 

Reiterating his govern- 
ment's determination to 
achieve a "comprehensive 
peace,” Mr. Posuvalyuk 
stated that "there must be 
more parallel movement in 
the Palestinian and Syrian- 
Lebanese tracks because 
progress in one direction 
and stagnation in the other 
causes a negative reaction.” 

Though the exact date of 
the proposed Moscow sum- 
mit is not yet bnoxvn. 
Russia's Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vladimir 
Andreyev was quoted by 
international news agencies 
on Friday as saying that the 
meeting could take place 
"within the next month or 
two." 


Arafat fires French advisor 
to Palestinian pension fund 


PARIS (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat has 
barred a French economic 
adviser, Gabriel Banon, from 
handling a Palestinian pension 
fund, according to documents 
obtained by Reuters. 

In a Dec. 21 letter, Mr. 
Arafat told the New York 
bank which bolds pan of the 
pension fund that Mr. Banon 
and his consultancy firm no 
longer represented the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) and instructed the bank 
to stop dealing with him. 

“Me Gabriel Banon and/or 
Strategic and Development 
Policies Advisor (SDPA) do 
□o longer represent the 
Palestinian National Authority 
in its dealing with your firm." 
Mr. Arafat wrote to Morgan 
Stanley Asset Management, 
confirming a Nov. 4 letter 
from Palestinian Justice 
Minister Frcih Abu Meddein. 

Mr. Arafat’s office con- 
firmed the authenticity of the 
letter which named an Israel i- 
Swiss businessman, Arie 
Gilon, chairman of Zurich- 
based Belesta Asset 
Management, as Me Bason’s 
successor. Mr. Gilon con- 
firmed to Reuters that be had 
been appointed on Nov. 24. 

Senior Palestinian officials 
said Mr. Arafat had picked 
Jewish businessmen with 
Israeli ties because he 
believed they would have a 
better chance of persuading 
Israel to hand over the money 
deducted from Palestinian 


employees of the administra- 
tion during the Israeli occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and 
Gaza since 1967. 

Last July. Mr. Arafat paid 
$250,000 out of the fund to an 
account controlled by the 
Moroccan-born businessman 
at Banque Monod in Paris. 

Mr. Banon, who still 
describes himself as Mr. 
Arafat’s officially appointed 
economic adviser, told 
Reuters the money was trans- 
ferred to cover his expenses. 

He said he had originally 
sought $450,000 but had told 
Mr. Arafat last month he 
would waive the remaining 
$200,000 in the li ght of the 
problems it had caused for 
him. 

“If you divide $250,000 by 
the 36 months I worked on the 
pension fund, it comes to less 
than $7,000 a month. That 
doesn’t even pay my office 
rent,” Mr. Banon said. 

He said he had advised Mr. 
Arafat to transfer the entire 
pension fund to the Paris bank 
to avoid US. taxation, since at 
that time the United States 
would not gram the PNA an 
exemption it gives to sover- 
eign stares. 

Mr. Abu Meddein, who is 
chairman of the pension fund, 
travelled to Paris in 
September and halted that 
transfer. 

After weeks of argument, he 
convinced Mr. Arafat to 
remove Mr. Banon from deal- 
ing with the fund. 


“We decided to put him 
aside because his ideas did not 
coincide with our ideas,” Mr. 
Abu Meddein told Reuters in 
Gaza. ‘The S250.000 he 
received were his fees.” 

Another businessman with 
ties to Me Arafat. Pierre Rizk, 
former intelligence chief of 
the Lebanese Forces militia, 
has since sued Mr. Banon in a 
Paris court for a cut of the pro- 
ceeds from the pension fund. 

to an interview with 
Reurers, Mr Banon said: “My 
mission on the pension fund is 
drawing to an end. Other mis- 
sions are continuing." He dis- 
played a file of letters of mis- 
sion signed by Mr. Arafat in 
1994 and 1995. 

The Palestinian leader first 
took on Mr. Banon. a French 
citizen with U.S. residence, in 
December 1993, shortly after 
Je Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed a 
peace agreement with Israel 
negotiated in Oslo. 

Mr- Arafat did not respond 
to repeated requests from 
Reuters for comment on Mr. 
Boon's role, althoueh his 
office confirmed he had 
signed the letter barring Mr 
Baion from the pension fund.' 

flu officials said Mr 
Arafat s original aim had been 

rhnfT 1 f0reign tovestment 
tonmgh an intermediary he 
believed enjoyed the confi- 
dence both of the Israelis and 

toe international business 
community. 



China solves mystery 
of dwarf village 


BEIJING (R) — Residents 
of a village of dwarfs in cen- 
tral China can put an end to a 
life of looking up at the 
world. Scientists have fig- 
ured out why Huilong village 
in central Sichuan province 
has produced so many 
dwarfs, a discovery that will 
allow their children to walk 
tall. Xinhua news agency 
said. Excessive mercury lev- 
els in the drinking water was 
identified as the reason why 
about 60 villagers are dwarfs 
it said. Ten of them are less 
than one metre tall. No new 
cases of dwarfism have been 
reported since the village 
was assured a supply of pol- 
lution-free drinking water, it 
said without saying when the 
clean water was provided. 


Spanish villagers 
hurl goat from 
tower at fiesta 


MANGANESES DE LA 
POLVOROSA, Spain (R) — 
Residents of a northern 
Spanish village defied 
protests from animal rights 
activists and hurled a goat 
from the top of a church 
tower in an annual ritual to 
honour their patron saint. 
Amid cheers and heckling, 
young villagers paraded the 
goat through the streets 
before taking it to the church 
and throwing it out of the 
belfry as part of the “jump of 
the goaf fiesta. Hundreds of 
people, many in fancy dress, 
were in the central square to 
take part in the revelry and 
witness the ritual. The goat 
survived the fall, caught in a 
canvas sheet held open by 
villagers below. But animal 
rights activists were still hor- 
rified at the ritual in the 
remote village of 1 .000 peo- 
ple. The ritual was banned in 
1992 by the governor of 
Zamora province, but vil- 
lagers reacted so violently 
when police tried to stop it 
that the authorities were 
forced to rethink the ban. 

Bird plunges Senegal 
into darkness 


DAKAR (R) — A sparrow 
hawk plunged Senegal into 
darkness for four hours after 
short-circuiting die national 
electricity grid, officials said. 
The incident began after 
dusk when the bird collided 
with one high tension power 
line causing it to short 
against another. This result- 
ed in an abrupt short circuit 
causing a total blackout 
throughout the country,” 
Adiouma Dione, a senior 
official of the state power 
company Senelec. told 
Reuters. He said the incident 
occurred at the Cap de 
Biches power plant that pro- 
duces about 80 per cent of 
Senegal’s electricity. A pro- 
tective mechanism automati- 
cally shut down the othertwo 


power stations at Saint Louis 
and Koalack. he said. The 
sparrow hawk perished. 

Hundreds trapped 
on Canadian ice floe 

TORONTO (R) — Shifting 
ice trapped at least 500 fish- 
ermen and snowmobilers on 
a lake about 70 kilometres 
north of Toronto, but no 

injuries were immediately 
reported. The Canadian 
forces and three police forces 
sent in helicopters, boats and 
emergency crews to rescue 
them. An 1 1 -kilometre-long 
crack about 30 metres wide 
stranded the people on Lake 
Simcoe along with their fish- 
ing huts and vehicles, police 
said. The crack broke during 
a fishing derby, isolating at 
least 500 people at one end 
of the lake. “Every rescue 
sendee around is involved,” 
said one officer. 

French company- 
offers two-wheel 
taxis 
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PARIS (R) — A Paris taxi 
company is taking harried 
business people on motorcy- 
cles to beat tite French capi- 
tal s rush-hour traffic jams. rjn v w 
There is no other way of 4 !,||,fc ^l. lll ri, 

being sure of getting to an 9 *' \ rwl . 

appointment on time,” Jean- *»• ll ‘ lv "■ 

Christophe Saliou, head of 
toe SP2 taxi company, told 
television. The motorcy- 
cle drivers carry extra leather 
Jackets and helmets for cus- 
tomers to wear over business 
suits. 
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